” * 


LETTERS | 


ISAAC PENING TON, - | 


1. 7 
a 
* 
_ 


WRITTEN TO HIS 


RELATIONS AND FRIENDS, 


NOW FIRST PUBLISHED FROM MANUSCRIPT COPIES, | 


TO WHICH ARE ADBED 


LETTERS 


OF 


STEPHEN CRISP, WILLIAM PENN, 
R, BARCLAY, WILLIAM CATON, JOSIAH COALE, 


AND OTHERS. 


— — 
- 


NOW FIRST PUBLISHED. 


London: 


PAINTED AND 01D BY 
11 Jau Zs PulLLies, 


$XORGE YARD, LOMBARD STREET, 


I 796, 


i\ 


SK EF MC & 


HE Editor of the following Letters of Isaac 
1 PrNxIN TON, thinks proper to mention, that he 
has ſelected them from a conſiderable number which are 
in his poſſeſſion, in manuſcript. The letters added to 
this collection are taken from originals, and ancient 
copies; in them appear the marks of unfeigned love and 
affection of Friends towards each other, and true zeal 
for the promotion of the Truth, in which they moſt 
ſurely believed. It was thought they would prove ac- 
ceptable to ſome of the preſent time, who have not had 
the opportunity of ſeeing ſuch ſpecimens of the friendly 
intercourſe ſubſiſting in the ſociety in early times. It is 
alſo hoped that the ſalutary remarks contained in them, 
as well as In the letters of I. Penington, will have a 
tendency to excite deſires in our minds, that the ſame 
ſpirit may be preſerved among us, which actuated many 
of our worthy predeceſſors. 

Though the character of Iſaac Penington is known 
to many of the ſociety to which he belonged, yer, as 
theſe letters may come into the hands of ſome religi- 
ouſly diſpoſed perſons of other ſocieties, who are not 
acquainted with his writings, it may not be unſuitable 
to add ſome ſhort memoirs of his life, colle&ed from the 
teſtimonies of his friends, and otker authentic accounts. 

a 2 * 8 


LAT PREFACE, 


„He was the eldeſt ſon of Iſaac Penington, many 
years an alderman of London, and for two years ſue- 
ceſſively mayor of the city. He was born about the 
the year 1617 his education was ſuitable to his quality 
among men, having the advantages of the ſchools and 
- . univerſities of his own country, joined with the con- 
verſation of ſome of the moſt confiderable men of his 

time. His father's ſituation in publick buſineſs, gave 

him pretence enough to ſhare of the world's greatneſs ; 
but he refuſed its glory, and choſe rather a life dedi- 
* cated to religion and retirement. He received im- 
preſſions of piety very early; and they had ſo good an 
effect upon him, that he was preſerved from the evils 
of the age, and became the wonder of his kindred and 
familiars, for his awful life and frequent retirements, 
nis declining company that might interrupt his medita- 
tions, and being diſpoſed to a life of mourning. Yet 
this ſorrow did not flow from a ſenſe of former vices, 
for he was inclined to virtue from his childhood; but 
with Habakkuk, from the dread he had of the majeſty 
of God, and his defire to find a refting-place in the great 
day of trouble. In the midſt of which exerciſes nothing 
gave him eafe or comfort, but the fmiles of God's 
countenance upon his foul. 
„About the year 1648, he married Mary, the widow 
of Sir William Springer, a religious woman; but he 
continued in a ſeeking ſtate for ſome years after; till 
at length he was convinced of the principles of Truth, 
as profeſſed by the people called Quakers, and joined 
himſelf to this ſociety about 1658, being then forty- 
one years of age. Neither his worldly ſtation, the moſt 
conſiderable of any that had cloſed with this way, nor 
the debaſement it brought upon his icarning and wiſ- 
dom, nor yet that reproach and loſs which attended 
his publick eſpouſing of it, did deter him from owning 
and embracing it. Thus parting with all he had not 
received of God, he received a new ſtock from heaven, 
wherein the Lord proſpered him; the dew of heaven 
| reſted 
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reſted upon his branch and root, and he grew rich and 
fruitful in heavenly treaſure, full of love, patience, and 
long-ſuffering ; exemplary in his duty to God and men; 
zealous, yet tender ; wife, yet humble; a conſtant and 
early comer to meetings, and watchful and reverent in 
them; one who loved power and life more than words; 
and as for that he waited, ſo he would be often affected 
with it, and made to utter fuch teſtimonies as were to 
the help of the poor and the needy, the weary and 
heavy laden, the true ſojourners and travellers to the 
eternal reſt and city of God.” 

This was the teſtimony of one well acquainted with 
him: „And as it was given to him to believe in Chriſt, 
ſo he had alfo to ſuffer for his ſake ; his imprifonments 
being many, and fome of them long ; which he under- 
went with great conſtancy and quictneſs of mind. He 
was firſt impriſoned in the year 1661, in Ayleſbury 
gaol, for worſhipping God in his own houfe; and en- 
dured great hardſhip for ſeventeen weeks, in a cold in- 
commodious room, without a chimney, great part of 
the time in winter; from which uſage his body con- 
tracted fo great a diſorder, that for ſeveral weeks after 
he was not able to turn himiclt in his bed. He was im- 
prifoned five times after this on account of his religious. 
profeſſion; and being of a tender conſtitution, was in 
danger of loſing his life from the hardſhip. he endured. 

Thus through many tribulations did he enter the 
kingdom, having been long exerciſed, tried, and ap- 
proved of the Lord. As his outward man grew in 
years, his inward man grew in grace, and the know- 
ledge of his Redeemer; for it was obſervable among 
them that knew him in his dechning time, that when 
the candle of his natural life burnt dimmer, his ſoul 
waxed ſtronger, and, hike a repleniſhed lamp, ſhone 
with greater luſtre. It may be further faid, that as his 
profeſſion was adorned by a lite of piety and virtue, 
and the conſtant practice of what he recommended to 
others; ſo his good judgment appeared in two eminent 


reſpects: 
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* Firſt, he was urgent, that all thoſe who knew 
any thing of the gift of miniſtry to others, would always 
wait in their ſeveral exerciſes, to be endued with matter 
and power from on high, before they opened their 
mouths in a teſtimony for the Lord; and that at all 
times, as well out of meetings as in them, they might 
live ſo near the Lord, as to feel the key of David open- 
ing the myſterics of the heavenly kingdom : and by ex- 
periencing the depth of the heavenly travail, and the 
trials, deliverances, and conſolations, of it; with the 
dominion and victory that in the end, by perſeverance, 
are obtained; they might be as true ſaviours on Mount 
Sion, the ſalt of the world, thoroughly furniſhed to 
every good word and work, and maſter-builders m 
God's houſe; that a pure and living ſtream of miniſtry 
might be continued, and conveyed to the generations 
to come. | 

His excellency in another refpe& was, his love to 
the unity of brethren : whatever ſtruck at that, he no 
ſooner perceived, than he endeavoured to oppoſe it 
with all his might. 

In concluſion, it may be ſaid, that as he was a light 
in the church, ſo he was a bleſſing to his own family: 
a loving huſband, a tender and prudent father, and a 
juſt and kind maſter. Many were the gifts God honoured 
him with, which he made uſe of to the praiſe of the 
great Giver. Being thus fit to live, he was prepared to 
die, when the ſummons came to him; which was in the 
ſixty-third year of his age, on the 8th of the eighth 
month, 1679; when he fell ſick in his journey into 
Kent, and departed this life after about a week's illneſs. 
His remains were brought to his houſe at Chalfonts, 
in Buckinghamſhire, and interred in the burial ground 
at Jordan's, in the ſame county.“ 

Several editions of his works have been publiſhed, 
the laſt of which is in four volumes oftavo, by JamEs 
PairLips, George Yard, Lombard Street: in theſe 
are contained many tracts on religious ſubje&s, publiſhed 
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in the author's life time, and collected together not long 
after his deceaſe; but his letters not being caſily come 
at, are not included in any of theſe editions. If any 
benefit ſhould come, from thus bringing them forward 


to the notice of his friends and others, who may value 


the writings of Isaac PENINGTON, it will be a ſuffi. 
cient reward to the editor, tor the trouble he has had 
in collecting them, 


J. K. 
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LETTERS 


ISAAC PENINGTON, 


Dear Friend, 


If pleaſed the Lord to refreſh me by thy letter. 
O how precious and pleaſant is it to feel life ſtirring 


in God's tender lambs, and their hearts purely breathing 
towards their Father! O that their Joy may be full; 
and that they might ſit ſafe under the ſhadow of their 
beloved, bringing forth the fruits of holineſs and 
righteouſueſs to him, in the pure ſtillneſs and reſt, for 
ever. Shall not the ctouds fly away? Shall not the 
blackneſs of darkneſs and trouble fix and abide in its 
own centre; and all ſorrow, ſighing, and fear of the 
ſoul's enemy, vaniſh from the hearts of all the mourners 
after, and waiters for, the Lord. 

O God, hear the cries of thy poor inwardly diſ- 
treſſed, and alſo outwardly afflited and perſecuted, 
heritage. Arife againſt that which ſtands in the way 
of their life and peace, and of thy ſervice and glory 
through them; and ler thy powerful preſence (which 
doth great things) be felt in the hearts and aſſemblings 
of thy pcople together ; that they may te purified and 
A Pre- 
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preſerved thereby to dwell in thy courts, to be fatisfied 
with thee, to rejoice in thy goodneſs, and be far from 
the fear of evil and tranſgreſſion; which thou knoweſt 
how ſorely it hath afflited them, and bowed down 
their ſouls before thee. 

O my Father, ſhall thy lambs live? Wil thou be 
with them, a tender Father and a mighty God and 
Saviour? Wilt thou encourage them concerning all 
their fears, and carry on thy work of redemption 
mightily in their hearts? Then ſhall the glory of thy 
name be ſung, and our God alone exalted in the midſt 
of us for ever. And we will walk in humility and fear 
before thee, and in tender bowels one towards another 
all our days; and nothing but life ſhall reign in us, and 
appear amongſt us, when thou haſt perfectly deſtroyed 
fin and death out of the midft of us. 

Dear friend, my heart is with you in your aſſem- 
blings; and ſometimes the Lord gives me cries for yon, 
that he would appear amongſt you, as a refreſher of 
your ſouls and guider of your paths. And O that he 
would put forth his mighty hand to flay the enmity and 
earthly nature (with all the reaſonings thereof) in every 
heart; that the pure ſeed might ſpring and proſper in 
you all, to the praiſe of that fountain from whole ful- 
neſs it is, and by whoſe bleſſing alone it grows up and 
proſpers. 


I am, 
Thy friend in dearneſs and truth of affection, 


L. . 


From Aleſbury goal, 
Ach of iſt month, 1665. 
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Dear Friend, | 
Hav not much freedom to write at 
preſent, being retired in ſpirit and mourning to my 
God, for his powerful bringing forth of his pure life, 
yet more nerledly both in myſelf and others; yet the 
ſpirit of thy letter doth ſo ſtrongly draw that I cannot 
be wholly ſilent. 
This, therefore, in the uprightneſs, fear, and ten- 
derneſs of my heart, I ſay to thee. | 
There is a pure principle of life in the heart, from 
whence all good ſprings. This thou art to mind in 
thyſelf; and this, thou art to wait on the Lord, to be 
taught, and enabled by him to reach to in thy children; 


that thou mayeſt be an inſtrument in his hand to bring- 
them into that fear of him, which is acceptable to him, 


and will be profitable to them. Mind therefore its lead- 
ings in thy heart, and wait to be acquainted with its 
voice there; and when thy children aſk thee any queſ- 
tions of this nature,—W hat God is ; where he dwells; 
or whether he ſees them in the dark—do not reject it; 
but wait to feel ſome what of God raiſed in thee, which 
is able to judge whether the queſtion be put forth in 
{ſenſibility or in vanity ; and which can give thee an 
advantage of ſtirring the good, and reaching to that 
which is to be raifed both in young and old, to live to 
the praiſe of him who raiſeth it. And take heed of a 
judgment after the fleſh ; for ſo thou mayeſt judge us, 
our principles, and practices, and approve or diſapprove, 
&c, But wait to feel that raiſed in thee, which judges 
righteous judgment in every particular; and wait the 
time of its judgment, and be ſtill and filent, farther 
than manifeſtly thou knoweſt that it, and not thou, 
judgeth. 

And as to thy children, daily feel the need of in- 
ſtruction from the Almighty, to govern and direct them, 
and wait daily to receive from him; and what thou 
receiveſt, give forth in fear, and wait for his carrying it 
home and working it upon their hearts. For he is a 


A2 . Father, 
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| Father, and hath tenderneſs, and gives true wiſdom to 


every condition of his people that wait upon him; ſo as 
he may be known to be all, daily, and they able to be 
nothing without him. 

Thou expecteſt, perhaps, from me, an ourward rule; 
but I have no rule, but the inward life, and that not 
in the way of outward knowledge, but daily made 
known as my Father pleaſeth; nor can I direct thee to 
any other, but to wait, that life may be revealed in 
thee daily, according to thy daily need in every par- 
ticular. And this I ſay to thee, in the love of my 
heart, wait, O wait, for the true diſcerning which is 
given to the true feed (in the raiſing and dominion of 
which in thee thou wilt feel it, and not otherwiſe), that 
a wrong thing judge not in thee, in the reaſoning and 
fairly appearing wiſdom; for then thou wilt judge and 
be led amifs, and, through error of judgment, ſtray 
aſide, and wander from the deſire of thy heart. 

But breathe unto the Lord, that thy heart may be 
ſingle, thy judgment fer ſtraight, thou thyſelf by his 
principle of life in thee, and thy children gnided to, and 
brought up in, the ſenſe of the ſame principle. As for 
praying, they will not need to be taught thar outwardly, 
but if a true ſenſe be kindled in them, though never fo 
young; from that ſenſe will ariſe breathings to him that 
begat it, ſuitable to their ſtate; which will cauſe growth 
and increaſe of that ſenſe and life in them. | 

Thus in the plainneſs of my heart have I anſwered 
thee, according to the drawings and freedom which I 
found there, which I dare not exceed, who am 


Thy unfeigned friend, 
Though outwardly unknown, 


LP. 
zetk of za Month, 1665. 


Al, 


„ 


ISAAC PENING TON, 


Ah, Friend, 


DRA Dru. is the Lord: it is now 
known and felt beyond what can be ſpoken. Doth 
thy heart fear before him ; art thou willing to be ſub- 
ject to him; doſt thou defire ſtrength from him to truſt 
thyſelf and thy family with him? O that thou mayeſt 
be helped daily to cry unto him, that he may have 
mercy upon thee, who is tender-hearted and able to 
preſerve, when his arrows fly round about. 

Retire, deeply retire, and wait to feel his liſe, that 
thy ſoul may be gathered out of the reaſonings and 
thoughts of thy mind, into that which ſtays from them, 
and fixeth beneath them; where the Lord is known and 
worſhipped, in that which is of himſelf, of his own be- 
geting, of his own forming, of his preſerving, of his 
own ſhutting and opening, at his pleafure. And living 
in the ſenſe and pure fear of the Lord (not meddling to 
judge others or juſtify thyſelf; but waiting for his appear- 
ance in thee, who is the juſtifier and juſtification) thou 
wilt be enabled by the Lord, in his ſeaſons, to bring 
thy children and family into the fame ſenſe; that thou 
and they together may enjoy rhe ſame preſervation from 
him, ſo far as he ſees meet, whoſe will is not to be 
limited, but to be ſubjected to. 

And if thy heart be right before the Lord, and thy 
ſoul awakened and preſerved in his fear, thou wilt find 
ſomewhat to travail out of, and ſomewhat to travail in- 
ro, and the Lord drawing and leading thee. And this 
ſtroke, which is ſo dreadful to others, nor altogether 
without dread to thee, will prove of great advantage in 
thy behalf; in drawing thee more into a ſenſe and ac- 
quaintance of the infinite one, -and in drawing thee 
from thy earthly thoughts and knowledge, which will 
not now ſtand thee in ſtead, 


Thy friend, 


- 8h of 7th Month, 1665. 
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Fer Friends in the Truth in and about the two Chalſouli. 
Dear Friends, 


I am ſeparated, as to bodily preſence, 
from you; but I cannot forget you, becauſe ye are writ- 
ten on my heart, and I cannot but defire your peace 
and welfare, as of my own ſoul. And this is my preſent 
cry for you, O that ye might feel the breath of life, 
that life which at firſt quickened you, and which ſtill 
quickeneth, being felt; and that breath of life has 
power over death; and being felt by you, will bow 
down death in you, and ye will feel the ſeed lifting up 
its head over that which oppreſſeth it. Why ſhould the 
royal birth be a captive in any of you? Why ſhould 
any of you travail and not bring forth? Why ſhould fin 
have dominion in any of you, and not rather grace 
reign in its life and power in you all? O that ye may 
receive quickenings, O that ye may receive help, O that 
ye may be led into the true ſubjection, which brings 
forth the true dominion. Indeed I cry for my own 
ſoul, and I cry for your's alſo, that in one virtue and 
power of life we may be knit together, and ſerve the 
Lord our God in perfect unity of ſpirit. 

O Father, blow upon fleſh in us all, dry it up at the 
roots, let all the births thereof die in us, and its womb 
become barren ; that no more fruit may be brought unta 
death and unrighteouſneſs ; but let thy pure principle 
live in us, and the womb, that hath been too long bar- 
ren, abound with ſeed unto thee ; that we may be, th 
thy praiſe, a vineyard of thy own planting, watering, 
and dreſling, bringing forth pure holy fruits, pleaſant to 
thy taſte ; that thou mayeſt never repent of the eſpecial 
love, favour, and mercy thou haſt ſhewed to us, in ga- 
thering us out of the world, and from amidſt the many 
profeſſions; but mayeſt follow us with the ſame love and 
delight, to do us good for ever; and we may be found 
walking worthy of thy tender viſits, and the great 1 * 

thou 
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thou haſt ſhewed us, and of the great things de yet 
hope for from thee, | | 

My friends, what ſhall I lay unto you? O the Lord 
God keep you living and ſenſible, and let your walking 
and converſe be with him, both in private and in your 
aſſemblings; be ſerions in your ſpirits, that ye may feel 
the weight of his ſeed ſpringing up in you, and reſting 
upon you, to poiſe your hearts towards him; and let 
the earthly thoughts, deſires, and concerns, which 
like a 2 be kept out by the power of that life, 
which is yours, as ye abide in covenant with him that 
hath gathered you, by his pure light ſhining in you. 
O that ye may all dwell there, and not draw back into 
the earthly nature, where the enemy lies lurking to 
entangle and catch your minds, and bring you to a loſs. 

Feel my bowels of love and tender care of you in 
the quickening life of God; and the Lord God watch 
over you for good, to perfect his work in you, and 
draw your hearts nearer and nearer to himſelf, until 
they be quite ſwallowed up of him; that ye may at laſt 
ſind your hearts fitted for and welcomed into the boſom 
of your beloved, and there may ſit down in the reſt 
and joy of his fulneſs for evermore; which is the 
blefſed end of the Lord's love to you, and all the faith- 
ful travails which have been for you. 


Your friend and brother in the truth, 
4 


From my place of confinement in Aleſbury, 
20th of 4th Month, 1666. 


Even when ye were fitting together, waiting on the 
Lord (ſome of you I doubt not), did theſe things ſpring 
up in my heart towards you; and if ye taſte any ſweet- 
neſs or refreſhment in them, bow to the fountain, and 
be ſenſible of his praiſe ſpringing in the midſt of you. 
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To the Earl of Bridgewater. 
Friend, 


| IT is the defire of my heart to walk 
with God, in the true fear of his name, and in true 
love and good-will to all men, all my days here upon 
the earth. For this end I wait upon God, night and 


Jay, to know his will, and to receive certain inſtruction 


from him, concerning what is acceptable in his ſight. 

After he hath in any thing made manifeſt his plea- 
ſure, I wait upon him for ſtrength to perform it; and 
when he hath wrought it by me, my ſoul bleſſeth him 
therefor, If this be a right courſe, I am not to be 
condemned herein; if it be not, and thou knoweſt bet- 
ter, ſhew me, in love, meekneſs, and tenderneſs, as 1 
would be willing to make any thing known to thee, for 
thy good, which the Lord hath ſhewn me. 

But this I am fully aflured of, that God is higher 
than man ; and that his will and laws are to be ſet up, 
and obeyed, in the firſt place; and man's only in the 
ſecond ; and in their due ſubordination to the will and 
laws of God. 

Now, friend, apply thyſelf to do that which is right and 
noble, and that which is truly juſtifiable in God's ſight, 
that thou mayeſt give a comfortable account to him, 
when he ſhall call thee thereunto. That which thou 
haſt done to me hath not made me thy enemy; but, in 
the midſt of the ſenſe of it, I defire thy welfare, and 
that thou mayeſt ſo carry thyſelf in thy place, and 
actions, as that thou mayeſt neither provoke God 
againſt thee in this world, nor in the world to come. 
Haſt thou not yet afflited me enough without cauſe ? 
Wouldſt thou have me bow to thee therein, wherein 
the Lord hath not given me liberty ? If I ſhould give 
thee outward titles and honours, might I not do thee 
hurt? O come down, be low in thy fpirit before the 
Lord; honour him in thy heart and ways, and wait for 
tke true nobility and honuur from him. Thou haſt 

| but 
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but a time to be in the world, and then eternity begins; 
and what thou haſt ſown here thou muſt then reap. 
O that thou mighteſt ſow, not to thy own will and wife 
dom, but to God's ſpirit; and know his guidance, who 
is only able to lead man aright. Indeed, thou ſhouldeſt 
be ſubject in thy own heart to that which thou art 
offended at in others ; even that in the inner parts, 
which teſtifies for God, and againſt the thoughts, ways, 
and works of corrupt man; that thou mighreſt feel a 
principle of life from God, and good fruit brought 
forth from that principle to him; and that the evil 
nature, with the evil works thereof, might be cut down 
in thee; that thy ſoul may eſcape the wrath and miſery 
which attends the works and workers of iniquity. 

I have ſent thee this encloſed in love. Read it in fear 


= and humility, lifting up thy heart to the Lord, who 


giveth underſtanding, that it may be a bleſſing to thee; 
for in true love was it writ, and is of an healing and 
guiding nature. I have formerly writ to thee, but my 
way hath been fo barred up, that I have not found 
acceſs eaſy, and how or whether this will come to thy 
hand I know not; but this I truly fay to thee, I have 
felt the Lamb's nature under my ſufferings from thee, 
whereunto I have given thee no provocation, neither 
for the beginning nor continuance of them; and if thou 
canſt, bring that thing to the trial of the witneſs of God 
in thy heart, that will deal truly with thee, blaming 
what God blames, and juſtifying what he juſtifieth: 
and though the Lord beholdeth, and will plead che 
cauſe of his innocent ones (who, the more helpl 
they are, the more they are conſidered and tender 
by him), yet I do not defire that thou ſhouldeſt ſuffer, 
either from God or man, on my account; but that 
thou mighteſt be guided to, and preſerved in, that which 
will be ſweet reſt, peace, and ſafety, to all that are ſhel. 
tered by it, in the troublous and ſtormy hour; in which 
the Lord will diſtreſs man, and make him feel his fin 
and miſery. _ 

This is the ſum of what I have at preſent to ſay, who 
have writ this, not for any by-cnd, but in the ſtirrings || 
of 
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of true love towards thee, and from a true deſire that 
thou mighteſt feel the power of God forming thy heart 
aright, and bringing forth the fruits of righteouſneſs in 
thee ; that thou mighteſt be made by him of the feed of 
the bleſſed, and inherit the bleſſing, and find the earthly 
nature conſumed, and brought to naught in thee; to 
which is the curfe, and which muſt feel the curſe, as 
God brings forth his righteous judgments in the 
hearts, and upon the heads of the tranſgreſſors. And, 
knowing there to be a certain day of God's calling 
tranſgreſſors to account, and the terribleneſs of his 
wrath and confuming pleaſure in that day, I warn thee 
in tenderneſs, and in the bowels of love beſeech thee, 
to conſider thy ways, and make thy peace with him 
that thou mayeſt not be irrecoverably and eternally 
miſerable ; but mayeſt be transformed by his life and 
nature, and ſow to him the fruits thereof, that thou 
mayeſt reap, and receive of him that which is the 
ſoul's joy. 4 fe) | 

And friend, know this afſured truth, it is not a 
religion of man's making or choofing (neither the 
pope's, nor any other man's}, but only that which is of 
God, which is acceptable to him: and what will be- 
come of that man, whoſe very religion and worſhip is 
hateful ro God? Where will he ſtand, or what account 
will he be able to give when he appears before him ? 
Thou haſt not often met with ſuch plain dealing as 
this. Theſe things very nearly concern thee. O wait 
upon God for his true light, that thou mayeſt not be 
deceived about them ; becauſe thy loſs thereby will be 


ſp great and irreparable. 


I am thy friend in theſe things, and have written 
as a true lover and deſirer of the welfare of 


„ 
thy ſoul 
4. RN 


From Aleſbury gaol, 
24th of 6th Month, 16C6. 


F 
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For the Friends in Truth in and about the two Chalfonts, 


| As a father watcheth over his children, 
ſo do I wait and defire to feel the Lord watching over 
my ſoul continually, And in his love, care, wiſe, and 
tender council, is my ſafety, life, and peace; and I never 
et repented either waiting for him or hearkening to 
him. But if I have hearkened at any time to any thing 
elſe, and miſtook his voice, and entertained the ene- 
my's deceitful. appearance, inſtead of his pure truth, 
which it is very eaſy to do, that grievous. miſtake hath 
proved matter of loſs and ſorrow to my foul. _ 
Now, O my friends, that ye might know and hear 
the voice of the preſerver. So ſhall ye be preſerved, and 
kept from the voice of the ſtranger, which draweth 
aſide from the pure principles of life, and the true 
feeling ſenſe, There is that near you which watcheth 
to betray. O the God of my life, joy, peace, and 
hope, watch over your ſouls, and deliver you from the 
advantages which at any time it hath againſt any of 
vou. The ſeed which God hath ſown in you, is pure 
and precious. O that it may be found living in you, 
and ye abiding in it. O that no other feed may at any 
time uſurp authority over it; but that ye may know the 
authority and pure truth which is of God, and therein 
ſtand, in the pure dominion, over all that is againſt 
him. For in the principle of lite, which ye have known 
and received in meaſure, is dominion ; and ye therein 
preſerved are in the dominiqn over the unpure and 
deceitful one ; and that judging in you hath power to 
judge all impurity and deceiveablenets; as the light 
thereof pleaſeth to make it manifeſt to you; but out of 
that ye will caſily become a prey, and ſet up darkneſs 
for light, and account light darkneſs; and then a wrong 
wiſdom, confidence, and conceitedneſs, will get up in 
you, and lead you far out of the way and ſpirit of truth. 
O, my dear friends, that that may be kept down in 
you which is forward to judge, and approve or dif- 
approve; and the weighty judgment of the feed be 
| waited 
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waited for. And O do not judge, do not judge, before 
the light of the day ſhine in you, and give forth the 
judgment; but ſtand and walk in fear and humility, and 
tenderneſs of ſpirit, and filence of fleſh, that the Lord 
be not provoked againſt any of you, to give you up to 
a wrong ſenſe and judgment, to the hurt of your ſouls. 
And mind your own ſtates, and the feeling of life in 
your own veſſels; which will keep you pure, precious, 
and chaſte in the eye of the Lord. And O do not 
meddle with talking about others, which eats out the 
inward life, and may exalt your ſpirits out of your 
place, and above your proper growth; be as the weaned 
child, ſimple, naked, meek, humble, tender; caſily led 


by, and ſubjected to, the Father; fo will ye grow in 


that which is of God, and be preſerved out of that 
which hunteth after the pure life, to betray and deſtroy 
it. I have an intereſt in you, my cries are to the Lord 
for you, and I exceedingly thirſt after your preſer- 
vation and growth in that which is pure; and in that 
breathing longing ſpirit towards you, was it in my heart 
at this time to write unto you; and the Lord God of 
my mercies, hope, and life, watch over you for good, 
and keep your hearts in the pure and ſingle watch; 
that the enemy (by any ſubtle device of his) break 
not in upon you; nor ye, by any temptation, be allured 
or drawn from the Lord; but may know the pure; 
eternal, everlaſting habitation, and may dwell and 
abide therein, to the joy of your own ſouls, and the 
rejoicings of the hearts of all that have travelled for 
you in the Spirit of the Lord. 25 


From your brother and companion in the faith, 
patience, and afflictions of the ſeed, 
| LIT 


Alefbury Priſon, 
5th of 14th Month, 1666. 


ISAAC PENING TON. 


Dear M. E. 


I Found true unity with thy letter, 
and a tender deſire ſpringing in my heart to the Lord 
for thee, that as he hath in mercy quickened and 
gathered thee to himſelf, out of the nature and ſpirit of 
this world, ſo he would pleaſe, through the fame 
tender mercy, to preſerve thee in that which gives the 
ſenſe of his goodneſs, and enables to walk worthy 
thereof. | 

My dear and tender love to thy ſiſter. O fear the 
Lord, and watch over one another in love, faithfulnefs, 
and meekneſs of ſpirit ; and be not of a diſtruſtful ſpirit, 


but truſt your father in every trial, temptation, con- 
dition, or (trait. 


Thy friend in the truth, and for the 
truth's ſake, 


LP: 
25th of 41th Month, 1666, 


Dear M. 8. 


IT is in my heart at this time to write 
to thee, not in the will, wiſdom, and affections of a 
man, but in the tender love and melting bowels which 
are of God; beſeeching thee to take heed of that wiſ- 
dom which (under ſubtilty and diſguiſe) leads from the 
nature, ſpirit, and power of truth; raiſing up another 
thing in the heart for the witnefs and truth of God, 
with which it bewitches the mind, and then wipes its 
lips and faith, It has done no harm; but others are 
guilty, and my ſpirit and ways are innocent in the fight 
of the Lord, and I feel his juſtification and clearneſs 
before him therein. 
O! NM. 8. 
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. S. if thou be'ſt entangled by that deceitful 
Adem, if another thing get up in thee which is not of 
the truth (of the true innocency and ſimplicity, what- 
ever it appears to thee), then thou canſt not hear the 
voice of the propher, which thon once heardeſt, nor 
ftand to the teſtimony which it gave thee to bear; but 
wilt warp and decline from Go the ſubtilty and ſpecious 
pretences) what thou tookeſt up in the uprightneſs and 
ſimplicity of truth; and, not hearing the voice of that 
a thou wilt err more and more, and grow 

rong, wile, and hard in thy error, even till at length 
the Lord be provoked to cut thee off by his * and 
power from among his people. 


Za of the 8th Month, 1667. 


Dear Fricnd, 


I Have heard that thou haſt ſomewhat 
againſt W. R. whereupon thou forbeareſt coming to 
meetings to his houfe j which thou oughteſt ſeriouſly to 
weigh and conſider, that thy path and walking herein 
may be right and ſtraight before the Lord. Is the thing, 
or are the things, which thou haſt againſt him, fully fo 
as thou apprehendeſt? Haſt thou ſeen evil in him, or 
to break forth from him; and haſt thou conſidered him 
even, and dealt with him as if it had been thy own 
caſe ? Hait thou pitied him, mourned over him, cried 
to the Lord for him, and in the tenders bowels of love 
and meckneſs of ſpirit, laid the thing before him? And 
if he hath refuſed to hear thee, haſt thou tenderly 
mentioned it to others, and defired them to go with 
thee to him; that. what is evil and oſtenſive in him 
might be more weightily and advantageoully laid before 
him, for his humbling, and for his recovery unto that 
which is a witneſs and ſtrength againſt the evil? If 

thou 
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thou haſt proceeded thus, thou haſt proceeded tenderly 
and orderly, according to the law of brotherly love, 
and God's witneſs in thy conſcience will juſtify thee 
therein. But if thou haſt let in any hardneſs of fpirit, 
or hard reaſonings againſt him, or hard reſolutions, as 
relating to him, the witneſs of God will not juſtify thee 
in that. And if at any time hereafter thou haſt any 
thing againſt others, O learn from that of God in thee 
to ſhew bowels of compaſſion towards them, as the 
Lord has had pity on thee. And keep to his witneſs 
in thy heart. Wait to feel the ſeed, and to keep thy 
dwelling therein, that thou mayeſt abide in the peace 
= and rell thereof, and not depart out of thy habitation, 
out of the ſenſe of truth; for that will let in temptation 
upon thee, give the enemy ſtrength againſt thee, and 
fill thy ſoul with anguiſh and perplexity. So the Lord 
God of infinite tenderneſs renew his mercy upon thee, 
and keep thee in that, wherein his love, life, reſt, joy, 
peace, and unſpeakable comfort of his holy ſpirit 
(which is able to keep the mind out of all the ſnares 
and temptations of that which is unholy), is felt and 
witneſſed, by thoſe who are taught and enabled by 
him to abide and dwell in that into which he gathered 
them, and in which he hath pleaſed to appear unto 
them. 


This is in the love and tender goodneſs of the 
Lord to thee, from thy friend in the truth, 
and for the truth's ſake, | 


I. P. 


13th of 10th Month, 1667. 
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To @ Couple that were upon marrying, 


Dear Friends, 


IT is a great and weighty thing that ye 
are about, and ye have need of the Lord's leading and 
counſel therein, that it may be done in the unity of his 
life, that ſo Friends in truth may feel it to be of God, 
and find ſatis faction therein. . 

Friends, the affectionate part will be forward in 
things of this nature, unleſs it be yoked down; and it 
will perſuade the mind to judge ſuch things to be right 
and of the Lord, when indeed they are not ſo. Now 
if it be not of the Lord, but the affectionate part, 
friends cannot have unity with it, nor will it prove a 
bleſſing to you; but you will find it an hurt to your 
conditions, and a load upon your ſpirits afterwards, 
and the fruits and effects of it will not be good but 
evil; and then, perhaps, ye will wiſh that ye had waited 
more ſingly and carneſtly upon the Lord, in relation to 
the thing; and that ye had taken more time and con- 
ſulted more with friends, before there had been any 
engagements of affections. The Lord by his providence 
hath given you a little time of reſpite. O retire unto 
him, and abaſe yourſelves before him, and pray him to 
counſel you, by his good ſpirit, for your good. That 
if it be not of the Lord, the power (waited upon by 

ou) may looſen your affections in this reſpect. But if 
it be of the Lord, and be orderly brought before 
friends, and their counſel and advice ſought in the fear 
of the Lord, they will have unity with it, and with 
gladneſs expreſs their unity: which may be a ſtrength 
unto you againſt the tempter afterwards. 

This is in true love to you, and in ſingleneſs of heart, 
the Lord knoweth. 

From your friend in the truth, 


I. P. 
4th of 3d Month, 1668, . 


Friend, 
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Friend, 


Harn the Lord drawn thy heart to hear 
the ſound of truth, and given thee ſome ſenſe and 
ſavour thereof, though, perhaps, not as yet full ſatis- 


e faction in all things that are truly and faithfully reſtified 
d concerning it. O prize this love of God to thee, and 
is watch and pray, and come into the pure fear, that 
l, thou mayeſt walk worthy of it, and mayeſt diſcern in 


ſpirit what it is that gives thee the favour; and fo 
n receive the leaven of the kingdom, and feel its leaven- 
it ing virtue upon thy heart day by day. For after the 
It Lord hath been at work, the enemy will be at work. 
* alſo; and thou mayeſt both meet with him without and 
ty within too, in reaſonings and queſtionings againſt the 
a demonſtration of God's ſpirit to thy heart and con- 


Ir ſcience. Now'if thou wilt hearken to theſe, they will 
Sy cat out the ſenſe and belief of what God's Spirit begat 
Ie in thee. ' Oh, how many wiſe men, and how many 
d knowing men, that have taſted of ſome true ex- 
0 periences, have not the ſenſe and diſcerning of the Spirit 
- and power of the Lord, and it is now made manifeſt; 
L but ſpeak hard words, and think hard thoughts of his 
e Truth and its precious appearances. Ah! what are we, 
0 any of us, on whom the Lord hath ſhewn his mercy, 
0 and whoſe hearts he toucheth, and maketh ſenſible of 
it. his drawings; yea, and not only ſo, but alſo gives us 
y to partake of the eternal life and virtue, which he hath 
if hid in his Son from the eyes of all living. We ſought it 
0 up and down in the deeps and heights; but the deep 
r ſaid it is not in me, and the higheſt mountain and hills 
h that ever we met with, could not bring ſalvation to us. 
h But at length we found the fear of the Lord to be the 
true wiſdom, and that which taught us to depart from 
t. evil gave us the true underſtanding. Now if any among 
us are not thus taught, but only own the dorines of 


Truth publiſhed among us, being thereunto overcome 

by the demonſtration” of God's Spirit; yet for all this 

they are not felt by us in the life and unity of the 
Spirit of the Lord with us; and ſuch the Lord will 
, * manifeſtly 
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manifeſtly prune off in his own due time, and graft in 
others in their ſtead. Yea, ſuch as do indeed give up 
to Truth, and in meaſure feel the power of it, and are 
made by the power of the Lord ſubject to it; yet if in 
any thing they let in the ſpirit ef the world, and act 
according thereto, fo, far they are not of the Truth, nor 
owned by it. 

Now, dear friend (ſor ſo far as thy heart is touched 
by God's Spirit, and anfwereth thereto, thou art dear 
unto me), mind thy condition, and wait on the Lord in 
humility of heart, and in ſubjection to what he in- 
wardhy, by his Spirit, daily makes manifeſt; that thou 
mayeſt come into the obedience of the Truth daily; 
that thou mayeſt daily feel the change which is wrought 
in the heart and conſcience, by the holy, eternal, ever- 
living power; that ſo thou mayeſt witneſs (according 
to the Scriptures) that which is born of the Spirit is 
ſpirit; and then thou wilt feel that this birth of the 
Spirit cannot fulfil the luſts of the fleſh, but will be 
warring and fighting the good fight of faith, in the 
power of life, againſt them; and ſo, in faithfulneſs to 
the Truth, and waiting upon the Lord, thou ſhalt wit- 
neſs an overcoming in his due time; for, indeed, the 
true faith overcomes, the true ſhield beats down the 
molt fiery darts, and, in the power of the Lord, the 
enemy is ſo reſiſted that he fleeth ; and the name of the 
Lord is indeed a ſtrong tower to his children, to which 
his ſeed know how to retire and feel ſafety. 

O, the conquering faith, the overcoming life and 
power of the ſpirit! We cannot but ſpeak. of thoſe 
things, and cry up the perfect gift and the power of 
him, who is not only able to perfect his work in the 


heart, but delights ſo. to do; and even to tread down 


Satan under the feet of thoſe that wait in patience for 
the perfect conqueſt ; for nothing elſe will fully fatisfy. 
The reſt, the peace, liberty, the life, the virtue of the 
goſpel, is not fully known and enjoyed, while there 


remains any fin to ſting and trouble. And this I can 


faithfully witneſs, that when the power is revealed, 
when the blood waſheth, the ſoul is clean and as white 


as 
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as ſnow, and the enemy hath not power to break in, 
but life triumphs over him. And why may there not 
be a continuance of ſuch a ſtate ? Yea, I verily believe 
many can witneſs a continuance of ſuch a ſtate, which 
the Spirit of the Lord doth not call lefs in them rhan a 
perfect ſtate, a ſound ſtare, wherein Chriſt, the hea- 
venly phyfician, hath healed them perſectly, and made 
them witneſſes of true ſoundneſs of ſoul and ſpirit in 
the ſight of God. O, that all knew and enjoyed it, 
that truly defire and Jong after it! But as for thee, 
this is in my heart ro thee. Thou haſt found the 
pearl; the Lord in mercy to thee hath diſcovered to 
thee the true pearl, Now this remains, that thou be 
a wiſe merchant, ſelling all to purchaſe it. Thou muſt 
keep back nothing. Chriſt (the living Truth, the holy 
power of righteouſneſs) muſt be dearer to thee than 
all. If father, mother, livelihood, liberty, friendſhip, 
outward advantages, &c. or any ching elſe, be dearer 
to thee than him, he will look upon thee as unworthy 
of him; and cannot but turn from thee, and fuffer 
hardneſs and darkneſs to come again upon thee, 

Therefore prize the day of thy vi tation from the 
holy God (from the God of mercy and ſalvation), and 
be faithful in the little, in the day of ſmall things, if 
ever thou deſire to enjoy and be ruler over much. The 
Lord may exerciſe thee in, and require of thee, little 


| rus: wh (as he hath done the reſt of the flock, whoſe 


foot thou art ro follow to the Shepherds tents) ; 
and he. enemy will be endeavouring to ſtop thee, and 
perplex thee, in every little thing that the Lord requires 
of thee, But be thou fimple like a child, not taking 
care what to anſwer wiſe profeſſors, nor what to anſwer 


the reaſoning of thy own mind; bur fecing.thou haſt 


felr the demonſtration of Truth from God's holy Spirit, 


O, breathe unto the Lord to preſerve thee in the 


innocency and ſimplicity thereof, that the Lord may he 
with thee therein ; and thereby bring thee through the 
day of Jacob's trouble, to taſte of Jacob's deliverance 


and falvation out of trouble: for thou muſt mect with 


trials as well as others have done, and the enemy's 
B 2 endeavour 


20 LETTERS OF 


endeavour will be to make thee ſtumble and ſtart back 
in the day of trial. But if thy eye be towards the 
Lord, he will uphold and ſtrengthen thee, and bring 
thee through all that ſtands in thy way; manifeſting to 
thee daily more and more the path of holineſs, wherein 
the ranſomed of the Lord walk, and enabling thee alſo 
to walk therein. | 

Therefore watch the thoughts and reaſonings which 
riſe in thee, and retire from them, waiting to feel the 
pure ſeed, and tohear its voice in ſtillneſs; whoſe voice 
is otherwiſe than after the noiſes of the queſtionings 
and reaſonings, which the enemy raiſcth in the mind, 
to fill it with doubts, and troubles ; and to weaken the 


faith and ſenſe which God wrought in the heart, when 


he reached forth his Truth in the power and demon- 
ſtration of his Spirit unto it. This was God's love, this 
was the day of his power, which looſens the mind from 
its lovers (and the ways of its own chooſing), and begets 
a willingneſs to be joined to the Lord and his pure Trurh. 

O, take heed of hearkening to the enemy, to the 
ſubtil reaſoner, the entangler of the ſoul: take heed 
of conſulting there, where he lays his baits to entangle 
the mind, and undo the work of God's power in the 
heart, and ſo to make unwilling again after the Lord 
had made willing. The ſteps which the ſoul takes in 
the power (even the inclining the mind towards the 
Lord and his pure Truth) tend to ſalvation ; but if any 
let in unbelief of thoſe things concerning which God 
had wrought faith in them, they draw back to per- 
dition; they hearken to that which tempts from the 
Lord, and to that whoſe end is to deſtroy them. 

This is in true love to thee, and from an upright 
defire that thou mayeſt feel the Lord's preſervation of 


- thy ſoul, in that which is of him, and his ſeparating 


thee from all that is not of him. 


From a friend to all that breathe after the Lord, 
and detire to know and partake of the power 
and life of Truth as it is in Jeſus, the alone 

_ Redeemer and Saviour of the ſoul. I. P. 
34 or 4th cf 10th Month, 1668, 
Friend, 


Y 
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Friend, 


IT is a wonderful thing to witneſs the 
power of God reaching to the heart, and demon- 
ſtrating to the ſoul the pure way to life, as in his ſight 
and preſence. Surely he that partakes thereof is 
therein favoured by the Lord, and ought diligently to 
wait for the giving up to the leadings of his holy 
Spirit, in every thing ; that ſo he may travel through 
all that is contrary to him, into that nature and ſpirit 
which is of him. It is a wonderful thing alſo to witneſs 
God's preſervation from backiliding, and from being 
entangled by the ſubtilty of the enemy; who hath _ 
ways, and taking devices, of enſnare the ſimple mind, 
and draw it from the ſenſe of truth, into ſome notions 
and belief of things, wherein the ſoul may be lulled 
aſleep with hopes and perſuaſions, but hath not the 
feeling or enjoyment of the true life and power. 

O friend, haſt thou a ſenſe of the way to the Father? 
Then be careful that thy ſpirit daily bow before him, 
and wait for breathings to him from his pure Spirit, 
that he would continue his mercy to thee; keeping thee 
in the true ſenſe, and making thy way more and more 
clear before thee every day; yea, and bearing thee up 
in all the exerciſes and trials which may befal thee, in 
every kind; that by his ſecret working in thy ſpirit, 
and helping thee with a little help from time to time, 
thou mayeſt ſtill be advancing nearer and nearer to- 
wards the kingdom, until thou find the Lord God 
adminiſter an entrance unto thee thereinto, and give 
thee an inheritance of life, joy, righteouſneſs, and 
peace therein ; which is ſtrength unto the ſoul, againſt 
fin and death, and againſt the ſorrow and trouble which 
ariſeth in the mind, for want of God's preſence and 
holy power revealed there. 

And be not careful after the fleſh, but truſt the 
Lord. What though thou art weak, and little; though 
thou meet with thoſe that are wiſe and knowing, 
and almoſt every way able to reaſon thee down ; what 
though thou haſt not wherewith to anſwer ; yet doſt 
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thou know and haſt the feelings of God's pure truth in 
- ſpirit, with a deſire to have the life of it brought forth 
Bur in thee, and ſo to witneſs the change and renewings 
| which 1s by his power. O, dear heart, herein thou art 
accepted of the Lord, and here his tender love and 
care will be over thee, and his mercy will daily reach 
1 to thee, and thou ſhalt have true ſatisfaction in thy 
1 heart, and hold the Truth there, where all the reaſon- 
ings of men, and all the devices of the enemy of thy 
ſoul, ſhall not be able to reach : yea, thou ſhalt ſo feel 
the Lord to help his babe againſt the ſtrength of the 
mighty, in the ſeaſons of his good pleafure, as ſhall 
exceedingly turn to his praiſe; and fo thou ſhalt ex- 
rience that whom God preſerves, all the gates of hell 
ſhall not be able to prevail againſt. Therefore look 
not out at men, or at the words and wiſdom of men, 
but keep where thou haſt felt the Lord viſit thee, that 
he may viſit thee yet again and again every day; aad 
be teaching thee farther and farther the way to, and be 
drawing thee into, his dwelling-place, where is righteouſ- 
neſs, life, reſt, and peace, for ever. 
his aroſe in my heart this morning, in tender love 
towards thee. Look up to the Lord, who can make it 
uſeful to thee, to warm, quicken, and {trengthen, thy 
| heart and mind towards the Lord, and his pure Truth, 
wherewith he has viſited thee. And if thou feel any 
thing therein ſuitable to the ſtate and condition of thy 
ſoul, O, bow before the Lord, that in the true humility 
thou mayeſt confeſs, and give the glory to him of what 
belongs to him. 


From thy friend in the Truth, which cleanſeth 
the heart from iniquity, as it is embraced and 
28 # dw elt! in. | 
| g K; : | F. 
23d of 10th Month, 1668. | 


Dear 


Ty 
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Dear Friend, 


Wo art lovely to me in that precious 
life wherewith the Lord hath viſited thee, and wherein 
he 3 brought thee forth for his ſervice, and to his 

iſe. El | 
"Our Father-is wiſe and powerful, who hath begun 
a work which he is able to carry on; and all the briars 
and thorns of the wilderneſs are not able to ſtop his 


courſe, who is a conſuming fire. 


I find the ſpirits of Friends here much raiſed, who 
dwell in the fear and dread of the Lord God Almighty, 
where the fear and dread of man is removed far away. 
The Lord preſerve us near unto himſelf, out of that 
which ſeparates from him and weakens; and nothing 
ſhall be able to interrupt our joy in the Lord, nor our 
delight and pleaſure in his will. Lo I eome, faith the 
child, to do thy will, O God, to drink the cup thou 
haſt prepared ; although there is a nature which cannot 
but ſay, If it be poſſible, let it paſs away; but that 
nature is bowed down and ſubjected under its propet 
yoke, and in ſubmiſſion is kept out of ſinning againſt 
the Lord ; and accepted by him, who bows it and makes 
it willing to follow the Lamb in the day of his power: 
Truly the Lord hath done great things for us; he hath 
given us the ſight and knowledge of himſelf in his Son, 
which is life eternal; he hath given us of the nature 
and ſpirit of his Son; he hath given us of the true 
faith, whereby the juſt lives, and obtains victory over 
fin, death, and the grave; he hath given us of the 
hope which purifies the heart, and ſtays the mind in all 
{torms; he hath given us of the Lamb's patience and 
meekneſs, &c. And now if he will brighten theſe by 
aflitions, and try them, and cauſe them to thine to his 
glory.; yea, and take advantage to increaſe them, and 
add further virtue to them, what cauſe have any of us 
to complain? Ifracl, of old, after the fleſh, murmured 
upon every trial; but Iſrael, after the new creation, 
doth not ſo, but bleſſeth the Lord, and repmeth not at 
the inſtruments which he permitreth to affi& them; but 
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they love the Lord and love his Truth, and are faithful 
in their teſtimony thereto, whatever befalls them. Yea 
they rejoice that they are counted worthy to ſuffer in 

any kind for his name's ſake, and are like lambs before _ 
the ſhearers, not opening their mouths, in way of mur- 
muring or reviling ; but inſtead thereof, pitying them, 
praying for them, and bleſling ; becauſe God hath made 
them children of love, children of peace, children of 
bleſſing; which nature they retain in the midſt of all 
their trials and afflictions, and ſhew forth the virtues of 
him that hath called them. So that men ſhall not put 
out our life, nor put out our light, nor ſever us from 
the love and power of God; but the more need we 
find of our God, and of his help and ſtrength, the 
nearer ſhall we be driven to him, and dwell! more 
cloſely in union with him, and in holy and humble 
dependance upon him. And in this temper ſhall we draw 

and receive more from him; and the more we draw 
from him, the better will it be with us, and the more 
like him ſhall we be. The Lord keep open that 
heavenly eye in his children and ſcrvants, which looks, 
over this world with the affairs and concerns thereof, 
to that which is immortal and inviſible, where our life 
is hid from others, though made manifeſt in and felt by 
us, from the living ſpring which quickens, nouriſheth, 
and refreſheth. And as afflictions abound from men, ſo 
ſhall conſolations, life, and ſtrength abound from the 
Lord, unto all, and upon all, who look not out, but 
abide and wait there where it ſprings and flows, 

My dear love is to friends in theſe parts (particularly 
M. O.), the Lord preſerve them and keep them near to 
himſelf, that they may receive counſel and ſtrength 
from him, according to their need, I. am ſenſible of 
thy great love to us expreſſed in thy care and tender- 
neſs of our child, as well as in other things: I hope ſhe 
is no burthen to thee. O that ſhe might feel and be 
guided by that which keeps in order all that are ſubject 
to it, 1 remain, thy friend and brother in the life and 

love which never dies nor changes, I. P. 

18th of zd Month, 1670, 

Dear 
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Dear Friend, 


Side I laſt ſaw thee, there have been 
many deep and ſerious thoughts on my heart concerning 
thee, and a ſenſe of thy ſtate as before the Lord, and 
breathings of heart for thee. I am ſenſible that the 
Spirit of the Lord is ſtriving with thee, and in ſome 
meaſure opening thy heart towards Him and his Truth ; 
and I am ſenſible withal that there is much ſtriving 
againſt him; and many ſtrong holds of wiſdom and 
reaſonings in thee, which muſt be broken down before 
Truth can ſpring up in thy heart, and exerciſe its power 
in thee, and have full command in thee. 

Now this morning when I awaked, there were three 
things ſprang up in me, which my heart did fingly and 
carneſtly defire for thee. One was, that thou mighteſt 
be led by God's holy Spirit into the new and living 
covenant, where Chrilt is revealed, and the foul united 
to Him as its Lord and King, in a bond of indiſſoluble 
union. Another was, that thou mighteſt daily be taught 
of God, and learn of Him, in this holy, new, pure, and 
everlaſting, covenant. The third was, that thou mighreſt 
be true and faithful to God, to obey and follow him, 
in whatever he teaches, and requires of thee. 

If thou wert but in this ſtate, thou wouldeſt find 
{ſweetneſs and reſt, and peace and power, and the 
righteouſneſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and life erernal, 
revealed in thy own heart; and with joy draw water 
out of the wells of ſalvation, 

Now if thou come to witneſs Chriſt's appearance in 
ſpirit, and wilt become a diſciple unto him, there are 
three things thou muſt apply thy heart to learn of him, 
which indeed are the ſum of the goſpel, or of what is 
taught in and by the goſpel. The firſt is to fear God; 
this is the beginning of the true heavenly wiſdom, and 
this is the perfection and the end of wiſdom alſo; for 
the true wiſdom not only brings into the fear, but it 
builds up in the fear; yea, and perfects in the fear alſo: 
according as the apoſtle faith, © Perfecting holineſs in 
the fear of the Lord.“ Now this is not ſuch a fear 
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as man can attain by all he can do, but is the fear 
of the new covenant, which God puts into the hearts 
of his children, as he quickens them and brings them 
up in the new covenant. This is ſuch a fear, as that 
thoſe in whom it is placed, cannot depart from the 
Lord; nor, abiding in it, err from the way of life and 
holineſs ; ; for all fn and tranſgreſſion, all rebellion 
againſt the Lord, and grieving and quenching his Spirit, 
is out of this fear. O, that thou mighteſt receive this 
fear from the Lord, and grow up unto him daily in it. 

The ſecond is (which depends upon and flows from 
the former), to give glory to God, in diſcerning his 
life and power, and the virtue of his Spirit and his grace, 
working all in thee; and ſo ſtill aſcribing the glory to 
him, of all thou art, doſt, or canſt do: for in the day of 
the goſpel, no fleſh can glory in the preſence of our 
God; but the Lord alone is exalted in the ſpirit of his 
children in that day. And indeed as every one comes 
mto the fear of the new covenant, the preſence of the 
Lord is there, dwelling in the midſt of the heart, and 
he is found working all therein, and bringing forth the 
ſeed of life, and working down fin, and death, and cor- 
ruption. And they that are here, feel their own poverty 
and nothingneſs, as in themſelves ; and that their way to 
become ſtrong in Chrilt, is firſt to become weak in 
themſelves ; and ſo when they are ſtrong in him, he who 
is their ſtrength is glorified and admired, and ſelf is of no 
reputation or value for ever and ever for that is cleaved 
to which brought ſelf down ; and that power and ſpon 
being cleaved to, it ſtill keeps it down. 

The third is, that thou learn to worſhip God in ſpirit 
and truth. O, this worſhip is precious indeed ; and 
this is the only fort of worſhip which God ſeeketh and 


. regardeth among the many various kinds of worſhippers 


which appear at this day. This worſhip was declared 
by Chriſt, and taught his diſciples, but it has been in 
great meaſure departed from ; and though many have 
fought after it, yet none ever could find it, but as they 
have learned of the Father to return to the anointing, 
and 
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and ſo be gathered into his ſpirit, where Chriſt's name 
is known, and where they that meet together worſhip 
in his name; and of a truth none know or can worſhip 
in Chriſt's name beſides theſe. 

There have been great miſtakes about worſhip! and 
gatherings, they having not been in the name and power 
of our Lord Jetus Chriſt, but only in a profeſſion thereof, 
and an imitation of things, without the true life and 
power; and what is that worſhip and religion in the 
fight of the Lord, i Snort 

Now that thou mayeſt come into this ſtate, and learn 
all theſe leſſons of the Lord in the new covenant, there 
is one thing indiſpenſably neceſſary for thee, which is, 
to know the hour of God's judgment in thy own hearr, 
and to he under the judgment of the Lord, bearing it 
till he finiſh it, and bring it forth unto victory. For 
this is the way whereby he purges and redeems the 
ſoul; to wit, by the ſpirit of judgment and burning; 
Thou mult therefore wait for and come to feel the ſpirit 
of the Lord near thee, diſcovering ſin to thee, and re- 
vealing judgment againſt it, and executing his righteous 
judgment upon the evil nature in thee, that he may 
raiſe up that good and tender plant of righteouſneſs 
(out of the dry and barren ground), which his mercy 
is to. | 

Friend, mind the words which now ſpring in my heart 
to thee (for now my heart is open to thee in the true 
love and pure ſenſe which is of God), which are theſe. 
If thou come to know God's Spirit, and to receive it, 
and feel it work in thee, and its pure light ſhine from 
the fountain and ſpring of life, thou wilt have a quicker 
ſenſe and diſcerning therefrom, than can ariſe either 
from words written, or from thoughts; that is, the 
Lord will ſhew thee the way whereof thou doubteſt, 
quicker than a thought can ariſe in thee ; and the Lord 
will ſhew thee evil in a pure ſenſe of the new nature, 
quicker than thou canſt think or conſider of any thing. 
And indeed this is needful, for fin lodges in the evil 
nature inwardly, and works not ſo much by a known 
law ſet up iu the mind, as by a ſecret nature; and if 
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it be not reſiſted and withſtood by another nature, it can 
never be overcome. 

Now by this judgment ſet up in the heart, doth God 
overcome and keep down fin for ever ; for the judg- 
ment of God is ſtronger than fin, and will bring it 
down, where his judgment is received and abode in, 
and that which brought it down being kept to, will 
keep it down; and it being kept down, life and righ- 
teouſneſs (even the righteous life, ſpirit, and power, of 
the Lord Jeſus, inwardly revealed) will be uppermoſt, 
and reign over it; and then thou thalt know what it is 
to be a king and prieſt to God, and to come to the 
laver at which God's prieſts waſh, and to the blood 
with which their right ear, and thumb, and toe, is 
ſprinkled, according to the type and ſhadow under the 
law. 

Perhaps theſe words at preſent may be hard unto 
thee ; but if thou come to wait on God's holy Spirit, 
and to the feeling of his appearance in thy heart, and 


thy words, ways, worſhip, yea, and in thy very heart 
and thoughts, and alſo to chooſe the good and refuſe the 
evil; they will grow eafier and eaſter, and plainer and 
plainer, daily, as thou comeſt into the ſenſe and ex- 
perience of the things they mention; and thou wilt find 
Chriſt inwardly revealed in ſpirit, to be very properly 
called the Word of God, even the Ingrafted Word which 
is able to fave the foul; for he is quick and powerful, 
and ſharper than any two-edged fword, able to cut 
down all that ſhall appear or riſe up in the heart, to 
refit or oppoſe his work. 

The Lord fo guide thee, maniteſt himſelf to thee, help 
thee, and lead thee by his holy Spirit and power, as 
that thou mayeſt come undeniably to experience and to 
be ſatisfied by him about theſe things. And mind not 
ſo much to know, as to be obedient and ſubjected to 
the Lord (both in thy heart and in thy converſation 
alfo), in the leaft thing that he makes manifeſt. If the 
Lord would thew thee but this one thing, that to uſe 
Thee and thou to a particular perfon is proper lan- 
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guage, and ſcripture language; and that to fay You, 
is improper, and aroſe from pride, and nouriſheth pride, 
and fo is of the world, and not of the Father; and fo 
bow thy ſpirit to him in this one thing, thou little 
thinkeſt what a work it would make within thee, and 
how ſtrongly the ſpirit of darkneſs would fight againſt 
thy ſubjection thereto. The Lord lead thee, as he 


ſceth good, and give thee faithfully to follow; for elſe, 


if the Lord ſhould lead in any thing, and thou not fol- 
low in that thing, his ſpirit would be grieved and vexed 
thereby, and thy heart in danger of being hardened by 
the deceitfulneſs of fin. 

This is from one, who wandered long in the waſte 
howling wilderneſs, wayleſs, from the Shepherd and 
Biſhop of the ſoul ; and was forely afflicted, toſſed with 
tempeſts, and not comforted ; but at length it pleaſed 
the Lord in tender mercy to viſit me, and by his own 
outſtretched arm, to gather me into his own told; where 
| have met with the holy mount of God, and his city 
the heavenly Jeruſalem, and the ſpirits of the juſt men, 
and God the judge of all, that ever ariſeth, or can ariſe 
in the heart; and Chriſt the mediator, and the new cove- 
nant ; wherein and whereby he mediates ; and the blood 
of ſprinkling, which ſpeaketh good things to the ſouls 
that are ſprinkled with it; yea, indeed, here are all 
the good things met with and enjoyed, which were 
{ſhadowed out under the law, and the precious promiſes 
fulfilled, which make partakers of the divine nature as 
they come to be fulfilled. 

What ſhall I ſay? The Lord knoweth that I ſpeak 
theſe things not boaltingly, or to lift up myſelf above 
others in my thoughts, but in tenderneſs and humility 
of heart, as before the Lord, for thy fake. And now 
this is my deſire and prayer to the Lord, and the travail 
of my ſoul in his life and ſpirit; even that thoſe that 
are yet ſcattered from the fold of reſt, that the reſidue 
of the ſheep of the houſe of Iſracl that are as yet loſt, 
as yet driven away, as yet ſcattered up and down in their 
own apprehenſions, conccivings, and ſeveral gatherings 
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and ways of worſhip, and likeneſſes and imitations of 
things without the true life and power, may be gathered 
out of all theſe into the fame life, power, and fold of 
reſt, into which God has pleaſed of his great mercy and 
tender goodneſs to gather us. For, indeed, God's 
houſe and holy building is to be exalted, and all others 
to be laid waſte, and left deſolate for.the beaſt of the 
deſert, and the dragons and owls, and birds of the 
night (which are unclean and noiſome, and have not 
ſo much as a belief or hope to be thoroughly cleanſed 
by the power of the Lord here in this life, nor ever 
knew what it was to bear the yoke of Chriſt's ſpirit 
and power): I fay, all others are to be left for ſuch as 
thefe to lodge in, and for the fatyrs and dark ſpirits to 
dance in. | 

And indeed the houſes which God hath not built, 
are very much filled with darkneſs and death already; 
and the food there is not living, nor the fellowſhip 
living, nor the pure living preſence, name, and power, 
of our Lord Jefus Chriſt witnefſed there. And there- 
fore let all that are living in any meaſure, depart out of 
the buildings and gatherings which are not living, and 
put oft all dead apprehenſions of things, and the cover- 
mgs wherewith they have covered themſelves in the 
night ſcaſon; that they may be clothed with the Spirit, 
with the power, with the life, with the innocency, with 
the meekneſs, with the righteouſneſs, and holy nature 
of the Lamb, and know the garment which never was 
nor ever can be defiled. See how my ſpirit flows forth 
towards thee. 

The Lord give thee the ſenſe and ſavour of theſe 
things, that thou mayeſt thereby be kindled to watt on 
the Lord, to be led into the light of the living; that 


thou mayeſt live and walk with him therein, who is, 


and dwells, and walks with his, in the light. O, houfe 
of Jacob, come ye, let us walk in the light of the 
Lord, and let us come up to Sion, the holy hill of God, 
and to the. goſpel Jeruſalem, that there he may teach 
us of his ways, and we may there learn of him to walk 
* * 
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in his paths; for there is the place of wiſdom and true 
underſtanding, which none know but thoſe that are 
taught of God. 


This is in true friendſhip and tender love to thy 
ſoul, from its friend in truth and fincerity, 


I. P. 
26th of 8th Month, 1670: 


My very dear Friend, 


Many are the trials, afflictions, and 
temptations, which the Lord ſeeth good to exerciſe us 
withal, for the purifying and making us white, that he 
may honour his name in us and through us; but this 
promiſe ſtands ſure in the feed, © 1 will never leave thee, 
nor forſake thee.” 

And if our God be with us and for us, what can 
prevail againſt the work and deſign of his love and power 
towards us? 1 am deeply ſenſible of thy condition, 
feeling it even in the tender and melting love of my 


heart towards thee ; and this word ſprang in me to thee, 


Look not out, but truſt in the Lord, who can make 
things caſier than they ſeem likely to be; and will cer- 
tainly carry his through the hardeſt things which he 
ſuſfers to them. 

O, the Lord keep all his in the pure innocency, out 
of the earthly contriving wiſdom, which faith, Save 
thyſelf, avoid this dreadful brunt, this ſtroke of the 
croſs ; which it is eaſy to hearken to, if the mind be 
not kept to that eye and that wiſdom, which diſcovers 
the tempter, and inſtructeth the bird to eſcape his ſnare. 

My dear love is to. thee and to all faithfnl Friends. 
The Lord keep you from hearkening to the enemy, and 
make you faithful to him, in the pure innocency and 
heavenly wiſdom which is of him; for Truth triumphs 

| over 
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over deceit, and the life of the Lamb on the croſs reigns 
and triumphs over death: glory to him who hath over- 
come in his perſon, and who teacheth us to overcome 
through faith, in his power, and from the overflowings 
of the conquering life in our hearts, which firſt brings 
down that which is contrary to Truth, and then reigns 
in the Truth. | 


Thy Friend in the love which never dies, and in 
the Truth which changes not, 
I. P. 


Catſgrove, 14th of the 10th Month, 1670. 


Dear Friend, 


| I am ſenſible that the Lord hath viſited 
thee with his power, reaching to thy heart, in the de- 
monſtration of his own Spirit, and that thy heart hath 
anſwered and ſaid in the inwards of thy ſoul, It is God's 
Truth indeed. Now fo far as God hath reached to thee, 
ſo far it behoves thee to confeſs him, and his Truth, and 
people before men, and to give up in obedience and 
ſubjection of ſpirit to the Lord; and if thou fay in the 
ſimplicity of thy heart to any that have any tenderneſs, 
Thus it is with me; I believe from my heart this or this 
is of God. What ſhall I do; ſhall I give up in obedience 
thereto ; or ſhall I diſobey the Lord, grieve his Spirit, 
and wound my own foul ? This will reach that which is 
of God, in any; and this will wound and trouble that 
which 1s not of God. 
The Lord guide thee, and pity thee, and help thee 
in thy ſtraits and doubts, and fears, and troubles, both 
in reference to thyſelf and mother. God is my witneſs, $ 
whom I ſcrve in my ſpirit, in the goſpel of his Son, that 
J have not fought myſelt, but your good (and that not 
of myſelf neither, but in the leadings and drawings of 
his 
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his holy Spirit), and I gave thy huſband a warning in 
true and tender love, though I knew well enough how 
hard it would be to his fpirit in kis preſent ſtate, and 
what a bitter euemy he might become to me for my 
telling him the truth. I did it not unadviſedly, but in the 
weight of my ſpirit before the Lord; and I heartily 
with that he were not deceived in heart concerning his 
own ſtate, but truly knew it as it is. 


Thy ſoul's true and ſincerce-hearted Friend, 
I. P. 


P. 8. There is a light which enlightens the ſoul, or 
it remains in darkneſs : Ye were darknefs, faid the . 
Apoſtle, but now are ye light in the Lord. Now, no 
man can become light in the Lord, unleſs his nature 
and ſpirit be renewed, and changed out of darkneſs into 
light. Now the queſtion is, what this light is, and 
where it is to be met with. Are the Scriptures then 
this light ; or do they teſtify of this light. If they teſtify 
of this light, then the light is to be come to, and the 
ſoul to be enlightened by it? And he that comes to this 
light, and is enlightened by it, and walks in the pure 
ſhinings thereof, he becomes a child of light; but he 
that is not enlightened and changed by it, is yet a child 
of darkneſs, notwithſtanding whatſoever he learns, pro- 
ſeſſeth, or practiſeth, by imitation from the Scriptures. 
This is a weighty matter. O, come, be not wedded to 
your owh ways, nor prejudiced againſt what God bath 
taught others; but let things be fairly ſcanned, that 
all things may be proved, and that which is good, hold 
faſt; for truth will not lofe ground by being tried, but 
darkneſs is afraid of the light, becauſe it has a ſecret 
ſenſe that it cannot ſtand before it. | 


& 
t th of 12th Month, 1670. 
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Friend, 


I cannoT but write a few words in 
roth and innoceney (concerning the hook thou ſenteſt 
me to peruſe), what reception ſoever they may have. 

As for what he writes concerning fearing God and 
the king; and that God is to be feared firſt, and then 
the king ; and that if God command one thing, and the 
king the contrary, God is to be prefered, and the king 
is to be obeyed paſſively, when he cannot actively; in 
theſe things I fully aſſent unto him, and it is well known 
to have been both our principle and practice (who are 
called Quakers), from the beginning, to be ſubject to, 
and obey, authority for conſcience ſake. 

As to the Quakers, whom he ſtileth nonſenſical, and 
ſaith, if they had power to their wills, they would ſoon 
lay the axe to the root of all magiſtracy and miniſtry 
whatſdever; this I know to be utterly falſe; for we are 
heartily for magiſtracy, as knowing it to be of God, 
and ordained by him to be a terror to evil doers, and a 
praiſe to them that do wel; and we love and defire 
magiſtracy, knowing very well that miſerable would be 
the ſtare of mankind without it; nor are we againſt 
all miniſtry whatſoever, but greatly for that miniſtry 
which is of God, and goeth forth in his name and 
power, making an effectual change in people's hearts, 
and turning them from their iniquities, to the true ſenſe, 
fear, and awe, of the Moſt High God. 

As to his relation of the affairs of the late times, I 
was obſerved by all ſorts to be one of a retired ſpiri 
and converſation ; not meddling with affairs, covenants, 
or engagements, nor taking any advantage of prefer- 


ment, gain, or honour, in thoſe times, when thruſt upon 


me; but mourned with thoſe that ſuflered in thoſe times, 
not expecting much happineſs from outward changes, 
nor fatisfied with any of the changes that then were. 1 
with to ſce the change, which is not of the outward form 
of government, but from unrighteouſueſs to righteouſ- 
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This is from one who never thought nor wiſhed ill 
concerning thee, but is a real defirer of thy good, and 
a well-wither to thee, being not only required, but 
alſo taught of God to love his enemies. 


KP. 
Reading Gao), iſt of the 2d Month, 1671. 


Dear Friend, 


There is ſomewhat on my heart, to ex- 
preſs to rhee in love and great good-will, which is as 
followeth. - 

Would it not be fad, if thou ſhouldeſt periſh from 
the Lord for ever ? If rhou err in heart from the living 
way, it may be ſo: indeed, if thy mind be not turned 
from darkneſs (inward darkneſs), to the inward light 
of God's Spirit, it cannot be otherwiſe. Now if thou 
fceleſt the inward light (the power of the pure light), 
and art changed thereby, thou canſt not ſpeak againſt 
that light. 

There was no true religion in the Apoſtles” days with- 
out turning to the inward light (and that the true miniſtry 
was ſent to turn men to); nor is there any true religion 
now, without being inwardly turned to, and walking in 
the fame light; nor canſt thou try any truth, or under- 
ſtand any Scripture aright, but in the light of God's 
Spirit. No man can underſtand rhe things of God, bur 
the Spirit of God. The Scriptures are holy words, and 
treat of the things of God, which vo man can under- 
ſtand, but in a light of the ſame nature from which they 
came; and when once a man comes to the true under- 
ſtanding, he ſoon finds that the underſtanding which he 
had (of the fame before), was but after the fleſh, even 
ſhort of the nature of the true underſtanding. And, 
Friend, contider if thy knowledge (which thou haſt 

| 8 litherto 
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hitherto had), hath changed, or doth change, the na. 


ture of thy underſtanding and will; or is thy old under- 


ſtanding and will yet remaining, notwithſtanding all thy 
knowledge and practiſes in religion? O, do not dally 
in things of ſo great concernment, leſt thou repent 
too late ; for I do not tell thre what I ſee concerning 
thee, in the light of God's eternal Spirit, but I would 
fain have thine own eye (or rather the right eye in 
thee) opened and brought to ſee ; and conſider one 
Scripture ſeriouſly, concerning the church of Laodicea. 
Had it not the true knowledge outwardly, and a true 
church ſtate, and right ordinances ? Did it not believe 
in Chriſt, and look up to him for juſtification, &c. ? Nay 
what did it want as to the outwardnefs of its ſtate? But 
it wanted ſenſe, life, warmth, inwardly ; ſo that if ye 
had all ordinances and truths of the goſpel-light out- 
wardly ; yet, if ye wanted the inward power, ye could 
not but want the true gold, the white raiment, and 
the eye-falve ; and fo, though ye might think yourſelves 
rich, &c. yet the ſhame of your nakednefs would appear ; 
yea, indeed, the nakedneſs of ſuch as are not clothed with 
God's Spirit, doth appear to the Lord, and to the eyes 
and fpirits of his children, which he openeth in his own 
light, and who ſee with this eye; I fay, the fhame of 
their nakedneſs doth appear, notwithſtanding all the 
religious covers they can put upon themſelves. O, that 
thou hadſt deſires, living deſires, after the nature of 
Truth ; and wert acquainted with the new nature, which 


can be ſatisſied with nothing but the virtue, life, and 


power of Truth. : | 

Come, Friend, wait on the Lord, to have the old 
nature, the old ſpirit, the old mind, the old wiſdom, the 
old underſtanding, the old will broken, the old garment 
torn to pieces; that thou mayeſt come to experience 
that which is new, pure, and living ; and find the new 
veſſel filled with that which is new; and know the 
virgin ſtate of ſpirit, which knows and loves the favour 
of the true ointment. For life ſavours life, and death 


ſavours death, and living words are but the ſavour of 
death 
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death to them that are out of the life; and the living 
ſtone (which is the foundation of life to us, and very 
precious) is but a ſtone of ſtumbling, and rock of offence, 
to them that are out of the life; and who judge of things 
by their apprehenſions of the letter, without the ſpirit 
of life and power; as the ſeribes and pharifees formerly 
did, and ſo condemned Chriſt in his appearance in the 
fleſh; and they who judge after that manner now, can- 
not but condemn his ſpiritual appearance in the hearts 
of his children. The letter killerh, the Spirit gives life. 
If thou wilt have life, thou muſt come to that which 
gives life. If thou wilt come into the miniſtration of the 
New Teſtament, thou muft come into the Spirit and 
power ; and know the Letter of the Scriptures in the 
ſpirit and power which wrote them, if ever thou know 
them aright. Yea, if thou wilt become a fon of God, 
thou maſt receive power from Chriſt ſo to do; and if 
thou wilt believe aright, thou muſt feel faith wronght 
in thy heart, by that very power which raiſed our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt from the dead: all other faith falls ſhort 
of the nature of true faith. 

If thou receive from the Lord the true ſenſe of theſe 
things, thou wilt bleſs his name for engaging my heart 
to write them to thee ; but if thou read them out of 
that which gives the true underſtanding, they cannor be 
of advantage to thee. But, whatever entertainment 
they have with thee, yet my PIT is with the Lord, 
and my work and labour of love with my God, who is 
my ſtrength and joy, in whom my ſoul reſts in peace in 
the boſom of my beloved. And O, that thou alſo 
mighteſt feel quickening of life and true leadings, be 
acquainted with that faithful travail which leads rhither, 


Thy friend in the heartineſs of true love, ſo far 
as the Lord pleaſeth to make uſe of me to. 
wards thee, 


. Fe 
7th of the 4th Month, 1671. 
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To Ann Fleetwood. 
My dear Friend, my ancient Friend, 


An, hadſt thou known the precious ap- 
pearance of the ſpirit and power of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, as it has broken forth in many ſpirits in this 
our day; bleſſed be the name of our God for ever ; 
I fay Pad thou known it, and embraced it, and 
followed the Lamb fanhfully in the light and leadings 
thereof, ah, what mighteſt thou have attaincd to in the 
life and truth of righteouſneſs before this time ! Indeed 
thou mighteſt have been eſtabliſhed in the place which 
the Lamb gives; and in his unſpotted righteouſneſs, 
which flows in as a river, and like waves of the ſea, 
upon his ſeed and offspring. O, bleſſed be the Lord 
our righteouſneſs, and holy Redeemer, for ever; for 
indeed, dear Ann, he that once appeared outwardly, 
doth now appear inwardly ; and he doth thoſe works 
inwardly (at and by his inward appearance), which he 
gave ſignification of, in his outward appearance; and, 
O, that as thy ſoul needeth, fo it might partake thereof. 
I can truly ſay, in the ſight of the Lord God who hath 
created me anew in Chriſt Jeſus (bleſſed be his name, 
O, bleſſed be his name), that I knew a true birth from 
the holy ſeed of life in the days of my former profeſſion ; 
and that it was this birth which Chriſt yifited in me, 
after many fore travails and grievous deſolations, by his 
freſh and living appearance; in which my ſoul has felt 
redemption and waſhing, through the blood of the ever- 
laſting covenant ; and that in and through this appear- 
ance, power is given to become ſons ; and we are made 
kings and prieſts to God, in and through his Son ; and 
the holy ſacrifices are ofteged up in the life which is 
eternal; and the holy dominion over fin and death is 
partook of, and he that led captive is led captive, and 
his ſtrength broken; O, blefled be the Lord, for in- 
deed our hearts are filled with bleſſings and praiſes to 
the God of our life, in and through the name of his 
Bon, who lives in us; aud þccaute he lives, we live alfo, 


The 
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The Lord knows that I ſpeak not theſe things boaſtingly, 
but in fear and reverence towards him, and in humility 
of heart, and meltings of ſpirit before him: and indeed 
we are required of God to ſpeak of his power, and of 
the wonderful works which he hath wrought, and daily 
worketh, thereby inwardly. O, my friend, that thou 
kneweſt thy Lord and Saviour as he now appears. Why, 
through miſtakes and prejudices, ſhouldeſt thou think 
hardly of him? He is Lord of the ſabbath; he is Lord 
and commander over all outward ordinances whatſoever; 
he is not a tranſgreſſor in making or cauſing any ſhadow 
to fly away ; but a fulfiller of his Father's word and 
counſel, in ſhaking what is thakeable, that that, which 
cannot be ſhaken, might remain in his Father's kingdom 
for ever. And indeed an entrance into the everlaſting 
kingdom is adminiſtered, and the holy diſciples (which 
are waſhed with the pure water) enter thereinto ; and 
the bread of the kingdom is eat of, and the wine drunk 
of; and that which is living, and pure of God, feeds 
on the pure ſincere food of the word of lite, which lives 
and abides for ever ; which is above all words that ever 


were ſpoken, or can be ſpoken concerning him. The 


words concerning the manna (even ſuch as come from 
him who is the manna), are one thing; the manna itſelf, 
another. O, that thou kneweſt my voice; ſhall I fay, 
if thou kneweſt the Shepherd and Biſhop of the ſoul, 


thou wouldeſt know my voice, becauſe it is not mine, 


but the voice of the Shepherd in me and through me. 
I do not fay that every word I ſpeak is the voice of the 
Shepherd ; but indeed the words which ſpring from his 
life m me, and which his life- and power gives forth, 
are no leſs. O, that thou kneweſt the appearance of 
him which lives for ever; and what it is to eat his 
fleſh, and drink his blood, that thou mighteſt become 
fleſh of his fleſh, and bone of his bone, and feel full and 
true unity with him, and abundance of lite from him. 

I have had great travail and living breathings for thee; 
one while, that thou mighteſt know the Truth, the living 
Truth, in power as it is in Jeſus; another while that that, 
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which I formerly knew to be in thee, which hath long 
languiſhed for want of the true miniſtration of life and 
power, I wel that that, might ſecretly be kept aliye, 
in the midſt of the many temptations and darkneſſes 
which thou meeteſt with. Well, this I have had a deep 
ſenſe of, long, concerning thee, namely; that thou wanteſt 
the help of the Lord, and the comforts of his Spirit, 
more than thou art willing ſhould be took notice of, 
O, that thou mighteſt meet therewith ; and, for that end, 
that thou mighteſt be led by the Lord into the way 
(even into that inward way of light and life) wherein 
thou ſhouldeſt certainly meet therewith. This is in 
friendſhip, and in that love of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to 
thy ſoul ; though thou (through miſtake and error of 
judgment) greatly falleſt ſhort in love to him, his Truth, 
and people, | 
From thy ſaul's truc friend, and moſt heart 
well-wiſher, | | 


I. P. 


P. 8. The way of God, and covenant of life, is but 
one and the ſame throughout all ages and generations; 
but it hath been variouſly made manifeſt. And the ſame 
thing (even the ſame word of life which was from the 
beginning) which was held forth in the Apoſtles days, 
is alſo to be held forth after the apoſtacy, in a ſeeming 
difterent ſound of words, to what was then preached, 
according as was foretold, Rey. xiv. 6, 7. For though 
it be the ſame goſpel (being the everlaſting goſpel which 
js then to be preached), which was preached before 
(in Abraham's, the holy Propher's, Chriſt's, and his 
Apoſtles* days); yet the found of it is fo ordained by 
God to be given forth, and ſeemeth ſo different as to 
the words of expreſſing it, that none but ſuch as are 
taught of God, can know it, for it is to go forth after 
this manner, or to this effect, Fear God, and give glory 
to him; worſhip the Creator; be ſenſihle of the hour 
of his judgment, which is come, Now in this manner 

| | the 
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the goſpel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is preached in this 
our day, and they that are taught of God know the 
ſound thereof, Others cannot know it, but ſet up the 
jetter, inſtead of the ſpirit; words, inſtead of the thing 
irfelf; and fo err and miſtake both concerning the 
Scripture written formerly, and alſo concerning the 
prefent appearance of life and power itſelf, - 

O, conſider, I befeech thee, in the fear of the moſt 
High God, if the goſpel be thus to be prenched after 
the apoſtacy, by the ordination of God; and if it be thus 
preached in this our day; then they thar receive this 
meſſage in the authority and. power of it, receive the 
everlaſting goſpel; and they that through prejudice and 
miſtake reject it, rejcct the everlaſting goſpel and ridings 
of ſalvation, and the ſpiritual appearance of the Saviour ; 3 
and whatever men may profeſs concerning Chriſt, and his 
former appearance in the fleſh; yer thus turning againft 
the life and power of the Lord, and the holy meſſage 
of ſalvation, as now preached by God's holy Spirit, the 
life and power turns againlt them, and they are ſhur up 
in darkpeſs (in that which in God's fight is darknefs), 
and mee not with the light of the living. Ah, what 
a difference there is between men's apprehendings and 
conceivings, upon the holy words of the Scripture, and 
God's leading the foul into Truth, and evideneing tlie 
myſteries of life and falvation, in the light and demon- 
{tration of his own Spirit. He knows Chriſt indeed, 
who knows him a myſtery of life in him, and feels life 


ſpringing up from the holy ſeed in him, in a myſterious 


way, hid from the eye of his own wiſdom. "Theſe 
things ſprang livingly in me this morning towards thee, 


and they are laid before thee in the melting tenderneſs 


of true and unſcigned love. 
I. P. 
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1 if Dear Friend, 

11 I THINK it long ſince I heard from thee, 

I remember the ſweet and precious favour that was 

upon thy ſpirit, the laſt time I was with thee, with my 
dear friend, J. C. It hath been my hope and deſire 
that the Lord might preſerve thee therein. The Truth 
in the inward parts is of God, that is the thing which 
all are to mind; and in which, acceptance with God is 
witneſſed. Out of the Truth in the inward parts there 
is no acceptance with God, let men profeſs what they 
will or can. In the Truth there is always acceptance; 
for God never diſowned it, nor any that are in it. 
Here the fleſh and blood, which give life, is fed on; 
and out of this it is not, nor can be fed on. Here the 
bread which comes down from heaven, and the water 

of life is known; but out of this it is not, nor can 

be known. 

O, my friend, that thou mighteſt feel, more and more, 
the Truth in the inward parts, and be more and more 
eſtabliſhed therein. What is the feeding outward, or 
ſupper outward ? It is but a ſhadow. The feeding in- 
ward, or the ſupper inward, is thg ſubſtance; and 

as the day dawns, and the day-ſtar ariſes in thy heart, 
the ſhadows will fly away, and the ſubſtance be diſ- 
covered, owned, and delighted in, by thee. The ſhadows 
reach but to the outward part, but the miniſtration of 
life, the miniſtration of the ſubſtance, reaches to the 
Iced; for the ſeed muſt grow in the good ground {doth 
not the {cd grow outwardly, I mean the outward ſeed 
of wheat, or any other grain, which is but a figure of 
| the inward), and thou muſt be more and more tranſ- 
| planted into the feed, that Chriſt may be formed in 
| thee, and thou formed in him, and ſo grow up into his 
i | heavenly nature and image, out of the earthly, out of 
; the natural. O, the Lord God proſper his own ſeed, 
and holy plantation, in thy heart; and keep thce in the 
| meek, Jowly, humble, poor, and tender {pirit, unto 


which his mercy and bleſſing is. 
expected 
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I expected to have heard from thee, or at leaſt from 
thy daughter 8. before this time, ſuppoſing I had a 
romiſe thereof from her. The Lord uphold, preſerve, 
and bleſs her. Let her not look out, but only look with- 
in, what the will of the Lord is, and mind nothing elfe, 
and it will be well with her. My dear love is both to 


thee and her, who am 
h Thy fincere friend, 


L EZ 
4th of the gth Month, 1673. 


Dear Friend, 


WovLDEST thou know the Lord in the 
goſpel covenant, and wouldeſt thou watk with him there- 


in? I know thou wouldeſt. Wouldeſt thou have fin 


deſtroyed in thee, and Chriſt reign in thy heart? Would- 
eſt thou ſo fight againſt thy enemies as to overcome, 
and ſo run the race, as certainly to obtain the ever. 
laſting prize, and eternal weight of glory? O, then, 
mind Truth in the inward parts, even the grace of 
Truth, which is by Jeſus Chriſt; to whom God hath 
given power, and who gives power to his by the grace 


of his holy Spirit, over fin and corruption in the inward 


parts. Did not God conquer the enemies of the outward 
Jews in Egypt, in the wilderneſs, and in the good land 
alſo? And thall he not do fo inwardly for the inward 
Jews? There are enemies in Egypt; in the land that 
is, as I may fay, wholly dark, and under the oppref- 
ſon of ſpiritual Pharaoh. There are enemies in the 
heart, which is as a wilderneſs and ſolitary place; 
and there are enemies in the heart, which is, in ſome 
meaſure, renewed, and made good and honeſt. Now 
all rhe ſpiritual enemies (all the enemies of a man's 


own houſe) are to be deſtroyed by the power of the 


Lord Jeſus Chriſt, working by his grace in the heart; 
which being received, ſubjected to, dwelt in and obeyed, 
brings 


1 — nas - : 


44 LETTERS OP 


brings deliverance and falvation from them all, And 
when the ſalvation is brought nome to the heart, and 
wrought out there by the Lord, it is to be enjoyed and 
abode in, and the foul not to return back again into 
captivity, but, being delivered ont of the hands of its 
wward and ſpiritual enemies, by the holy, inward, and 
ſpiritual covenant, to ſerve God in the dominion of his 
Son's life, in holineſs and righteouſneſs, all its days, 
here upon the earth. N 

O, my Friend, mind this precious Truth inwardly, 
this precious grace inwardly, the precious life inwardly, 


the precious light inwardly, the precious power in- 


wardly, the inw rard word of life, the inward voice of 
the Shepherd in the heart, the inward ſeed, the inward 
ſalt, the inward leaven, the i inward pearl, Kc. whereby 
Chriſt effects this. Diſtinguiſn between words without, 
concerning the thing, and the thing itſelf within; and 


wait and labour then to know, underſtand, and be 
guided by, the motives, leadings, drawings, teachings, 
qquickenings, &c. of the thing itſelf within. And take 
heed of being offended becauſe of any thing, either 


within or without ; for offences will come, but blefled 
was he that was not offended at Chriſt outwardly in the 
days of his fleſh; and bleſſed is he that is not offended at 
his inward Truth, and inward way of appearance m rhe 


.day of his Spirit. Moſes, that agg ſervaut of the 


Lord, ſpake unadviſcdly with his li pe how ealy is it 
then for thofe, who come not near oſes's ſtate, fo to 


do; but wait on God, that thou mayeſt diſtinguiſh be- 


tween what 'Truth ſpeaks i in any of us ; and what any of 
us may unadviſedly ſpeak ont of the Truth, if we ſtand 


not upon the watch, and our words he not ſcafoned with 


God's light and his grace, For praying to Ggd, as God's 


Spirit leads and gives ability, and watching unto prayer, 
and ſeeking opportunities both alone and in our families, 


that God may open our hearts, and breathe upon us, 
and for frequent and diligent reading of the holy Scrip- 


tures; none from the Truth can reſtify againſt theſe 


things, though againſt men's dead and formal performing 
91 
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of theſe things, there i living teſtimony. Now take 


heed of miſtaking the teſtimony in any; or of being 
ſtumbled if any go beyond their due bounds in their 


teſtimony. 


O, my Friend, how precious is the thing, beyond all 
O, that thou mayeſt come to 
know that in thyſelf, and to be ſenſible of God's 
miniſtering by it to thee, and increaſing it in thee z 
that thou mayeſt experimentally feel the ſced in ther, 
and find it grow more and more, till it come to be a 
tree; and then fit under its ſhadow, and be delighted 
O, 
day thou mighteſt have a ſenſe of the life 
itſelf, the Truth itſelf, the power itſelf, the wiſdom 
itſelf, the righteouſneſs itſelf; and that thou mighteſt 
find the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, both unclothing and cloth- 
ing thee, inwardly, ſenſibly, and experimentally ; that 
thou mighteſt find him taking away thy fin, thy iniquities, 
thy unrighteouſneſs, both within and without alſo ; and 
filling thee, and clothing thee with his righteouſneſs ; that 


words or teſtimonies ! 


with its defence, and partake of its ſap and fruit. 
that every 


ſo in God's ſight, and by his putting on thee, and 
forming in thee, thou mighteſt find thy heart filled and 


covered with the nature, mage, and Spirit, of his dear 
Son; that thou mighteſt indeed put off the old man with 


his nature and deeds, and put on the new man, and 
know the renewing and new creating in Chriſt ſeſus, 
in the ſpirit of thy mind; and fo have a certain under- 
ſtanding of the Truth, as it is in Jeſus, and as he mani- 
feſteth it, gives power to it, and cauſeth it to work in 
thy heart. This is the deſire of my ſoul for thee ; the 
Lord guide thee to it, and remove all lets and hin- 


drances out of thy way. 


My dear and true love is to thy huſband. The Lord 


manifeſt his pure living Truth in both your hearts, 
gather both your minds thereunto, and make you 


therein. 


and 
One 


Thy Friend in the Truth, who heartily wiſheth 


well to thy ſoul therein, 
Grove Place, 17th of gth Month, 1673. 


LP. 
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Mr love to Friends at Chalfont, as if I 
named particulars. I love them faithfully, and watch 
for their ſouls, and am in unity with the living body, 
and in the tender ſenſe and love of Truth. Beſeech 
them to take heed how they judge Friends in general, 
or the meeting, or the meetings of Friends, who ſingly 
wait on the Lord, to be guided by him in what they 
do. Alas! they may caſily apprehend that, in a parti- 
cular caſe, Friends ſhould do thus, and thus; but per- 
haps they may not ſee or feel how ſolemnly Friends in 
that particular, wait on the Lord to be — * by him; 
and will they who ſce not how things went in ſuch or 
ſuch a particular caſe, venture to judge the reſult of 
Friends ? This cannot but tend greatly to their hurt, 
if they be found in ſuch a practiſe ; and they may loſe 
their condition, and the ſenſe of Truth in themſelves, 
and of their own ſtates, and grow up and be ſtrong in 
a contrary wiſdom, before they are aware. O, how 
have I travailed for them, and how faithfully have ! 
ſpoken in the name of the Lord. O, that the labour 
of my love towards them, may not be in vain to any of 
them. If prejudice get up in any of them, againſt the 
meetings, which they ought to think well, of, and whoſe 
judgment they ought to be ſubject to in the Lord; that 
prejudice will become as a canker, and will cat out the 
good in their own hearts, and they will not be juſtified 
in God's fight; when they, whom they condemn, will be 
Juſtified even in that very particular. If they had been 
preſent at meetings, as I have been, and had ſeen the 
deep retirement and watch, that hath been on our ſpirits, 
and the weighty preſence and power of the Lord, which 
hath been manifeſted in the midſt of us, they would be 
afraid, to give themſclves liberty haſtily to ſpeak againſt 
any thing that is done there. We cannot anſwer the 
wills of any, in any thing; but our God muſt go before 
us in every thing, or we mult ſtop till he make our way 
dear. 


Written in the 4th Month, 1673. u 
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My dear Friend, 


I nave not forgot thee, but have often 
inquired after thee, and many times breathed for thee. 
O, my friend, look not out at what ſtands in the way 
(what if it look dreadfully as a lion, is nor the Lord 
{tronger than the mountains of prey); but look in, 
where the law of life is written, and the will of the 
Lord revealed, that thou mayeſt know whit is the Lord's 
will concerning thee, and then ſhew thyfelf a faithful 
daughter of Abraham, and be like Sarah, not terrified 
with any amazement. So ſoon as I had read thy letter, 
this roſe in my heart to thee, as God's counſel, proper 
to thy ſtate. Have no fellowſhip with the unfruitful 
works of darkneſs, but rather reprove them. Be not 
ſtraightened in thy ſpirit, as fearing what thou ſhall 
ſuffer for Chriſt's ſake ; or as if God would not ſtand by 
thee, or carry thee through. Be thy ſufferings as greas 
as poſſible, yet he is faithful, who hath promiſed thee 
an hundred fold in this life. 9-4 

O, what can hurt thee, if thy God ſtand by thee? 
Be faithful to his teſtimony in thy place, and he will 
itand by thee. Take heed of joining with dead wor- 
ſhips, which the ſeed of God in thee diſowns, and 
cannot reliſh ; but meekly and in fear, teſtify againſt, 
and abſtain from, what thou feeleſt not to be of the 
Lord. This was what was in my heart to thee as. 
preſent, in true and tender love, and in melting deſires 
tor thee, that the Lord may guide and preſerve thee, 
and give of the Lamb's courage and ſtrength, who by 
meekneſs and ſufferings is now to conquer. What if 
the wicked nature, which is a ſca caſting out mire and 
dirt, rage againſt thee ? There is à river (a ſweet, ſtill, 
flowing river), the ſtreams whereof will make glad thy 
heart; and learn but in quietnels and ſtillneſs to retire 
to the Lord, and wait upon him in whom thou ſhalt 
feel peace and joy in the midſt of thy trouble, from the 
cruel and vexatious ſpirit of this world; ſo wait to 
know thy work and ſervice to the Lord every day, in 


thy 
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thy place and ſtation ; and the Lord make thee faithful 
therein, and thou wilt want neither help, ſupport, nor 


comfort. 


1 in the trueſt, ſincereſt, and moſt con. 
t love, 8 
I. P. 


London, che 1ſt of gth Month, 16753. 


Dear Friend, 

Conctaninc whom I feel a travail, 

this is the ſenſe of my heart in relation to thee. There 
is a pure ſeed of life which God hath ſown in thee ; O, 
that it might come through, and come over, al! that is 
above it, and contrary to it. And, for that end, wait 
daily to fecl it, and to feel thy mind ſubducd hy it, and 
joined to it. Take heed of looking out in the reaſon- 
wgs of thy mind, but dwell in the feeling ſenſe of life; 
and then that will ariſe in thee more and more, which 
maketh truly wiſe, and gives power, and brings into the 
holy authority and dominion of life. Many that have 
been long travelling, are now entering into their poſſeſ- 
fions and inheritance, which the Lord is daily enlarging 
in them, and to them. O, that thy lot may be among 
them, inwardly witneſſed and poſfaſſed by thee ; prize 
inward exerciſes, griefs, and troubles, and let faith and 
patience have its perfect work under them. O, deſire 
to be good, upright, and perfect, in God's fight; and 
wait to feel the life, ſpirit, and power, which makes ſo. 
Come out of .the knowledge and comprehenſion abour 
things, into the feeling life; and let that be thy know- 
ledge and wiſdom which thou receiveſt and retaineſt in 
the feeling life; and that will lead thee into the footſteps 
of the fluck, without reaſoning, conſulting, or diſputing. 
O, Wait 
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O, wait to be taught and enabled by God to fetch 
right ſteps in thy travels ; and to take up the croſs and 
deſpiſe the ſhame, in every thing, wherein that wiſdom, 
will, and mind, which is to be crucified, would be judge, 
and will judge amiſs, and lead aſide, if it be hearkened 
to by thee! The Lord ſhew thee the ſnares to which 
thou art liable, and dangers, and lead thee out of them; 
that that which any way leadeth aſide, may be diſcovered 
to thee; and thy mind ſingly joined to that which diſ- 
covereth, that ſo it may be removed out of the way, 
and all crooked things be made {ſtraight in thee, and 
the rough plain, and the high low, and the low high, 
and the weak and fooliſh ſtrong and wiſe, and the wiſe 
and ſtrong weak and fooliſh, O, wait to feel and under- 
ſtand my word, that thy converſation may be ordered 
aright, by the power and wiſdom of God ; and that thou 
mayeſt inwardly come to witneſs the glorious coming of 
him who is the ſalvation of God, and in whom thou ſhalt 
not fail to ſee the ſalvation of God. 

Thou muſt be very low, weak, and fooliſh, that the 
ſeed may ariſe in thee to exalt thee, and become thy 
ſtrength and wiſdom; and muſt die again and again, 
more and more, inwardly and deeply, that thy life may 
{privg up from the holy root and ſtock ; and thou may- 
eſt be more and more gathered into it, ſpring up in it, 
and live alone in the life, virtue, and power thereof. 
The travail is long, the exerciſes many, the ſnares, 
temptations, and dangers many, and yet the mercy, 
relief, and help, is great alſo, | 

O, that thou mayeſt feel thy calling and election, thy 
ſinking down, ſpringing up, and eſtabliſhment, in the 
pure ſeed, in the life and righteouſneſs thereof, over 
all; that thou mayelt ſing ſongs of degrees to the Re- 
decmer of Iſrael, and mayeſt partake daily more and 
more, and rejoice more and more, in him who is our 
joy and the crown thereof, 


Thy Friend in the moſt ſincere love, 
LP. 


11th of 5th Month, 1667. 
D 
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Dear Friend, 


Two things ſtick upon my heart (through 
my deſire that it may go well with thee, and that thou 
mayeſt be right in God's fight), fince our laſt ſhort diſ- 
courſe at the window at King's. 

One whereof is that faying of thine, about thy love 
to Truth and Friends, as if it were as great as ever it 
was. Now I entreat thee to weigh this thing, and to 
wait on God to know whether it be really fo or no, 
which thou mayeſt underſtand by this. If thou be as 
really defirous, and as fingly waiteſt to know and obey 
the commands of Truth, as ever thou wert, then thy 
love to it is as great as formerly in its firſt heat and 
zeal, otherwiſe not. He that hath my commandments 
and keepeth them (faith Chriſt), he it is that loveth me.“ 
John xiv. 21. And hereby we know that our know- 
ledge of him is true and living, becaufe it leads, quick- 
ens, and enables us to the keeping of his commandments. 
1 John ii. 3. 

The other is, that thou ſaid'ſt, thy heart is not hard- 
ened. O, conſider this ſeriouſly ; for, if thy heart be 
hardened, and thou not ſenfible of it, thy eſtate is ex- 
ceeding dangerous. Now, if the Lord, by power, hath 
preſerved thee out of that which hardens the heart, 
then, without doubt, thy heart is not hardened ; but if 
the enemy hath tempted thee, to let in reaſonings into 
thy mind, againſt any thing that is indeed of God, and 
thou haſt run into any practices contrary to Truth, and 
juſtificſt them in thy heart (from any reaſonings and 
thoughts the enemy hath ſuggeſted into and ſtrength- 
ened in thy mind), then, without doubt, thy heart is ſo 
far hardened. It is impoſſible for thee (or any one 
elſe) to let in that which hardens, and not be hardened. 

O, mind that precious advice of the Apoſtle's, Heb. 
iii. 13. Mark, fin deceives, luſt deceives, deſire after 
any thing. that pleaſeth the fleſh, and is deſirable to the 
worldly nature, deceives. And who ever is deceived 
by it, and Jets it in (mind he doth not let it in as an 

evil 


J 
' 
| 
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evil thing, but is deceived by it), his heart is hardened 


againſt that which would ſhew him the evil of it, and 
draw his mind from it, if he did in Truth hearken to 
it, and were not lulled aſleep in the deceit. And there 
muſt be a daily watching againſt that which deceives 
and hardens, as the Apoſtle there advifeth them to 
exhort one another unto, leſt the enemy at any time 
catch any of them in the ſnare of ſin, and ſo harden 
them. 

Now he that would not provoke the Lord to give 
him up to full hardneſs, muſt take heed of the degrees 
thereof, and happy is he who ſo doth. O, G. W. con- 
ſider as before the Lord, whether thy walking be an- 
ſwerable to Truth, ſo far as thou knoweſt Truth; and 
whether thou art willingly ignorant of any thing which 


the good God is willing and ready to give thee the 


knowledge of, that ſo thou mayeſt take the more liberty 
to the fleſh in that which the life of Truth felt would 
ſoon condemn and draw from. This is in moſt fincere 
love to thee, from him who hath always been 


Thy Friend, 


1 A 
"11th of 12th Month, 1677, b 
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Prepoſitions relating to the truth and ſubNance of 
Religion. 


1ſt. 'THAT there is a God (a holy, righteous, 
living, powerful God), who made heaven and earth, 
and all things therein; and at laſt made man in his own 
image, and ſet him over the works of his hands, to 
have dommion, and to rule in his wiſdom and power 
over them; and to guide, order, and make uſe of them, 
to the glory of him that made them. | 
D 2 Now 
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Now in this ſtate God was pleaſed, and took delight 
in the works of his hands, and in man above all. 

2dly. That man ſinning againſt his Maker, loſt this 
image, which was his glory, and became brutiſh in under- 
ſtanding, and an enemy to God in his mind, and liable 
to the wrath of God's holy and righteous nature. 

zdly. That there is no reconciliation to be had be- 
tween God and man any more, but by the change of 
this nature in man; for God is unchangeable, he 1s 
light, he is life, he is holineſs unchangeable ; and will 
never be reconciled to, or have fellowſhip with, dark- 
neſs (with that which is dead and unholy), which man 
in his fallen eſtate is, until he be begotten again to God, 
changed and renewed from his evil and ſinful nature, 
into a good and holy nature, and till he be turned from 
evil works, and know what it is to be the workmanſhip 
of God, created anew unto good works. 

Athly. Nothing can produce this change in man, but 
the ſpirit and power of Chriſt, but the grace and truth 
which is by Jeſus Chriſt. Therefore a man had need 
be ſure that he receive this ſpirit and power, and that 
he feel the operative changing virtne of it, and be 
really changed thereby, being created anew, begotten 
anew to God, in the holineſs and righteouſneſs of 
Truth, a fon and fervant to the living God; or he can 
never know what belongs to true reconciliation with 
God, and to fellowſhip with him in the light and life of 
his Son. | 

5thly. All the religions and profeſſions upon the face 
of the carth, which fall ſhort of this ſpirit, life, and 
power, and wherein this new creation in Chriſt Jeſus 
is not witnefled, nor power received to abſtain from 
what 1s evil, and to become ſons to God, are not the 
pure, powerful, goſpel religion, wherein the divine 
virtue and power of lite operates ; but that which men 
in the earthly wiſdom have formed without life. And 
all religions that have but a form of godlineſs, and not 
the power, are to be turned away from, and witneſſed 


againſt, by ſuch as are called forth to be witneſſes to 
the 
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the true goſpel religion and way of worſhip, which ſtands 
in ſpirit, life, and power. | | 

6rhly. This religion and worſhip, which ſtands in 
ſpirit, life, and power, is the religion and worſhip which 
Chriſt ſet up about ſixteen hundred years ago, John iv. 
23, 24. 1 Cor. iv. 20. Rom. vi. 4. And this is the 
religion which God hath revived and ſet up again now, 
as they that receive the goſpel, as his angels, now preach 
it (and believe in the power which is both outwardly 
teſtified of, and alſo inwardly revealed), have the witneſs 
of in their own hearts. Rev. xiv. 6, 7. 1 John v. 10, 
11, 12. Iſa. liii. 1. O, how ſweet are theſe ſcriptures, 
where they are rightly read and rightly underſtood, the 
Lord giving the right underſtanding, and leading into 
the true experience of them. 

Friend, thou expreſſed to one of my youngeſt ſons, 
as he related to me, that thou hadſt a defire I ſhould 
viſit thee, that thou mighteſt have ſome diſcourſe with 
me about religion. That is the molt profitable kind of 
diſcourſe that can be, if it be ordered in the fear of the 
Lord, and in a weighty ſenſe and dread of him. I am 
very ſerious in reference to religion, and would nor 
therein miſtake or miſcarry by any means; and if 1 
might be helpful to thee, or to any man (as to 'the 
trurh and power of religion), it would be matter of 
gladneſs to my heart, and of praiſing and bleſſing the 
Lord, in the ſenſe of his ſtretching forth of his hand 
towards the ſaving of any. Now that our meeting and 
diſcourſe may be the more ſolemn and advantageous, 
have ſent thee a few plain propoſitions to conſider of; 
which I do not only find fignified of in the ſcriptures, 
but the Lord hath alſo written them on my heart; 
and if they be plain to thee, and thou be alſo in the 
ſerious ſenſe of them, it may tend towards the making 
of our diſcourſe the more eaſy and profitable. 

Theſe are the main things, which he that is rightly 
grounded in, I mean in the true and ſenſible experience 
of in his heart, cannot miſs of God's guidance to make a 
late and happy progreſs therein ; he daily waiting upon 
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the Lord, to be taught and led by him further and fur- 


ther, into the life, ſpirit, and power of Truth; ſo that 
he ſhall be taught of God to know his Son Jeſus, and 


the freedom which is by the 'Truth, as it is in Jeſus, . 
daily more and more; which is my foul's ſincere and 
ſingle deſire, that thou, thy wife, and family, may be 


experiencers and happy partakers of. 


O, what a glorious ſtate was man once in, before his 


tranſgreſſing the holy law of God! But when he 


ſinned, how did he fall ſhort of the glory of God! Yet. 
as he hears his voice, and follows him that leads out 


of ſin, into the image of God, into the holineſs and 
righteouſneſs of Truth, how is he brought back by the 


Lord, and how doth he return (in the bleſſed leadings 


of God's bleſſed Spirit), into the glory of God again. 
Read 2 Cor. iii. 18. And, O, that thou mayeſt liv- 
ingly and ſenſibly know what it means! I remain 


An acknowledger of thy kindneſs, and a defirer 
for thee, that thou mayeſt obtain from God the 
knowledge of himſelf and his Son, which is 
experienced by them that receive it, to be indeed 
life eternal. $5 


S > 


This was written in true love and good- 
will, and in the fear of the Lord, and 
in the ſpringings and openings of his, 
life in my heart, on the 19th of the 5th 
Month, 1678. | 
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Dear Friend, 


I EVER had a love to thee; and a deep. 


ſenſe of the ſerious work of God upon thy heart, and 


the upright deſires of thy ſoul after him. And that the 
Lord ſhould yet preſerve thee alive, in the midit of ſo 


great and languiſhing weakneſs, is wonderful in my cye, 
; | and 
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and I hope hath a tendency of ſome honour to his name, 
and good to thee. I have often inquired of late con- 
cerning thee, and was glad to underitand what I in- 
quired after, by a letter from thy own hand; upon 
reading whereof, in the retired ſenſe of my heart, I 
felt love ariſe to thee, and breathings to the Lord for 
thee ; and, O, that thou mayeſt fully feel, and be joined 
to, the ſeed of life, the ſeed of the kingdom, which our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in the days of his fleſh, did not 
diſdain to be a preacher of. 
O, my dear friend, let not any part of thy life lie in 
notions above the ſeed, but let it all lie in the ſeed itſelf, 
in thy waiting upon the Lord, for its ariſings in thee, 
and in thy feeling its ariſings. O, what becomes of fleſh, 
and ſelf, and ſelf- righteouſneſs, when this lives in the 
heart. My = (which I now daily bleſs my God 
for) began in this feed ; which, when J firſt felt, and 
diſcerningly knew from the Lord, my cry to him was, 
O, this is it I have longed after, and waited for; O, 
unite my ſoul to thee in this for ever; this is thy Son's 
gift from thee, thy Son's grace, thy Son's truth, thy 
Son's life, thy Son's ſpirit. I defire no more than to 
be made nothing in myſelt, that this may be all in me: 
and what I meet with and witnets here, what I feel the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt to be made to me here, none knows, 
or poſſibly can know, but they that have felt the pure 
power of the ſpirit of life, and have been led by it into 
the ſame holy and bleſſed experience. 
Ah, fin hath no ſhare here in this bleſſed feed ; but 

is excluded by the life and power which is ſtronger than 
it. Here Chriſt is formed in the ſoul of a truth; here 
the black garments of unrighteouſneſs, yea of man's 
righteouſneſs too, are put off; and the white raiment 
put on; here the holy image is brought forth in the 
heart, even the image of the dear Son, which partakes 
of the divine nature of the Father ; here the ſoul is new 
created in Chriſt Jeſus ; here is no deceit in any kind 
met with z but only Truth from God, -even the true 
lite, light, virtue, power, of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as 
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livingly felt in the heart, and effectually operating there 
as ever the power of ſin did. O, that thou mighteſt 
daily diſcern this, and feel this to grow up in thee more 
and more, and die to all notions, even of the heavenly 
things themſelves out of this; that thy ſoul may fully 
live in the life, ſpirit, and power of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; 
and nothing but his life, ſpirit, and power, may live in 
thee, to the glory of God the Father, and to the great 
joy and gladdening of thy heart in his preſence. Amen. 


Thy friend in the true ſincere love of the heavenly 
everlaſting ſeed, 
I. P. 


' 23th of 12th Month, 1678. 


Dear Friend, 


In tender love, and in a ſenſe of thy 
ſore afflictions and exerciſes, I do moſt dearly ſalute thee ; 
deſiring for thee, that the work of the Lord in thy heart 
may not be interrupted by any devices of the enemy ; 
but that it may go on and proſper in thee, in the ſpring- 
ing up of the pure ſeed of life in thy heart, and in the 
powerful overturning (by the mighty arm of the Lord), 
of all that is contrary thereto in thee. O, that thou 
mayeſt daily feel that holy birth of life, which is be- 
gotten by the Father, and lives by faith in him; I ſay, 
O, that thou mayeſt daily feel it living in thee, when 
temptations and trials on every hand increaſe, feel the 
birth of life, which will cry to the Father, Lord in- 
creaſe my faith. 

Though ſorrows, heavineſs, and faintings of heart 
never ſo much increaſe, yet if thy faith increaſe alſo, 
it will bear thee up in the midſt of them. I would fain 
have it go well with thee, and that thou mighteſt not 
want the reprover, in any thing that is to be reproved 

in 
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in thee ; nor the comforter, in any reſpect wherein thy 
ſoul wants comfort ; nor the holy counſellor and adviſer, 
in any ſtrait or difficulty which the wiſe and tender 
God orders to befal thee. 

Ah, that thou mighteſt come to feel the daily waſting 
of ſin and death, and the daily ſpringing of life and 
holineſs in thy heart. The pearl is worth thouſands 
of worlds, with the greateſt earthly glory and pleaſure 
imaginable. O that thou mayeſt be taught of God to 
diſcern it more and more, and to buy it, and to come 
into the enjoyment and poſſeſſion of it. The Lord 
manifeſt Sion more and more to thee, and ſhew thee 
the glory of it, and ſet thy feet towards it, and put 
into thy heart to ſeek of him the way to it, renewing 
thee more and more in the ſpirit of thy mind, whereby 
the way comes clearly to be diſcerned, and faithfully 
walked in; that thou mayeſt witneſs daily the ever- 
laſting covenant of life and peace, even the ſure mercies 
of David. 

The deſire of my ſoul is, that thy afflictions (which 
how grievous ſoever, yet are but momentary), may fit 
thee for, and work out, an eternal weight of glory, 
for thy ſoul to inherit, in another world, for ever. 


I remain, a ſympathizer with thee in thy ſufferings ; 
who defires all the advantage and bleſſings 
from the God of my life, may come to thee; 
which hardſhips, temprations, and trials, prepare | 
the heart and make way for. | 


uy 
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Dear S. W. 


I nave ever had a love to thee, and 
have many times been filled with earneſt deſires for 
thee, that thou mayeſt know the Lord in his own pure 
teachings, travel into, and dwell in, the fulneſs of the 
kingdom of his dear Son, and be bleſſed with fpiritual 
bleſſings in heavenly things in Chriſt. That thou 
mayeſt arrive here, thou muſt wait to know God and 
Chriſt, in the myſtery of their ſpirit, life, and power; 
and by that ſpirit, life, and power, find the ſecrets of 
the myſtery of darkneſs ſearched and purged out, and 
the myſtery of godlineſs opened and eſtabliſhed in thy 
heart, in the room thercof; Chriſt formed inwardly ; 
the ſoul formed, yea and created inwardly anew in 
him; a real tranſplanting into his death, and a real 
feeling of his ſpringing and riſing life; and an ex- 
perience of the ſweetneſs, ſafaty, and virtue of his 
riſing life; and daily to be ſenſible what it is to he 
down in the holy quickening power, and to riſe again 
in the riſings of the life and power, and ſo be only, 
what thou art made and preſerved to be, in the light, 
grace, life, virtue, and power of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
and to fecl him remove any thing that is unrighteous, 
and clothing thee with his pure life, ſpirit, and righ- 
teouſneſs. 

O, this is the pure, precious, living, knowledge, in- 
deed, of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; which all the outward 
knowledge tends to lead to, and is comprehended and 
ended in. This is the excellency of the knowledge of 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, which Paul was ſo raviſhed 
with, and counted all things but droſs and dung for. 
Now, that thou mayeſt obtain this, mind the inward 
appearance, the root, the fountain, the rock within, 
the living {tone within, its openings, its ſpringings, its 
adminiſtering life to thee; and take heed of running 
into the outwardneſs of openings, concerning the 
heavenly things; but keep (O, learn to keep, O, mind 
to keep) in the inwardneſs of life within. "This is the 
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everlaſting habitation of the birth which is begotten 
and brought forth, and bred up, and kept alive, alone 
by the- preſence, power, and operation, of the living 
Spirit ; and the Lord Jeſus is that Spirit, as really as he 
is man, even the holy, heavenly, immaculate, ſpotleſs. 
Lamb of God. And in this ſtate, in the heart, life 
reigns, and the horn of the holy one is exalted, the 
head of the ſerpent cruſhed, yea, ſatan trod under 
foot, by the God of peace, who would have his chil- 
dren dwell in the ſweetneſs and fulneſs of the goſpel, 
peace, life, righteouſneſs, and joy of his bleſſed Spirit 
and power. | 55 
O, who would not deſire after, and wait for, and 
walk with the Lord towards the obtaining and poſſeſſ- 
ing of theſe things. All the promiſes in Chriſt are yea 
and amen. Inward victory is promiſed ; the inward 
preſence of God is promiſed; God's dwelling and 
walking in. the ſoul is promiſed ; Chriſt ſupping with 
the ſoul, and the foul with him, is promiſed ; putting 
the law in the heart, and writing it chere; putting the 
pure living fear into it; yea, alſo putting the holy 
powerful Spirit into it, which can cauſe it to walk in 
God's ways, and to keep his righteous judgments and 
do them ;-and who is able to do his mb in the heart, 
for- what cannot the ſpirit of judgment and burning 
conſume and burn up within? Yea all theſe things are 
promiſed. He can cauſe the ſoul to rejoice in the Lord, 
and work righteouſneſs, and to remember the Lord in 
his ways (as ſome were taught and enabled to do in 
former times, Iſaiah, Ixiv, 5.) ; yea, he can bring into 
the way of holineſs (the King of Glory's high-way), 
into which no unclean thing can enter, and keep un- 
defiled therein; and they that are kept undefiled 
therein, taſte the ſweetneſs, bleſſedneſs, purity, and 
holy pleaſure thereof. I would fain have my own ſoul 
and thine, and all the real, ſerious, faithful, people of 
God, experience, and be able to ſay with David, 
that which after his many trials, afflictions, troubles, 
temptations, and gricvous fall, he was able to ſay in 
| IC» 
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relation to his walking with the Lord, © For I have 
kept the ways of the Lord, and have not wickedly 
departed from my God. For all his judgments were 
before me, and I did not put away his ſtatutes from 
me. I was alſo upright with him, and I kept myſelf 
from iniquity,” Pſalm xvii. 21, 22, 23. O, this is 
precious, when a man comes to know his iniquity 
(wherein the enemies ſtrength lies as to him, and 
whereby the enemy hath moſt advantage to tempt and 
gain ground on him) brought down and ſubdued, 
Certainly when one gains ſtrength from God to over. 
come the enemy here, and to keep out of this, he 
comes very near to the keeping of himſelf (in and by 
virtue of the holy Spirit and power), fo as the wicked 
one cannot touch him, nor draw him to touch any un- 
clean thing. If that be indeed put off, wherein the 
enemy's power lies; and that, indeed, put on wherein 
the ſtrength of the Lord Jeſus is revealed ; and the ſoul 
be really in the poſſeſſion of, and abide in this ſtare; 
how can it but be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the 
power of his might; and witneſs the good pleaſure of 
the goodneſs of the Lord fulfilling, and the work of 
faith going on with power daily more and more; a 
little meaſure whereof, kept to, remove the mountains 
inwardly, and gives ſtrength over the enemy? How 
doth it then, as it increaſeth and groweth up in life 
and virtue, and in a ſenſible underſtanding and ex- 
perience of the name of the Lord Jeſus ? Is there not 
in this ſtate a feeling of remiſſion of ſins, a feeling of 
redemprion, a feeling of reconciliation, a feeling of 
oneneſs with God in Chriſt, a feeling of God to be 
the falvation, ſtrength, and ſong, and a truſting in 
him and not being afraid? Iſaiah xii. 2. Is there not 
a being carcful in nothing, but in every thing making 
the requeits to God, by prayer and ſupplication, with 
thankſgiving in that Spirit and holy breath of life, 
which the Father cannot deny; and ſo the peace of 
God which paſſeth all underſtanding, keeping the heart 
and mind through Chriſt Jeſus? 

| O, my 
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O, my friend, there is an ingrafting into Chriſt, a 
being formed and new created in Chriſt, a living and 
abiding in him, and a growing and bringing forth fruit 
through him unto perfection. O, that thou mayeſt 
experience all theſe things; and, that thou mayeſt ſo 
do, wait to know life, the ſpringings of life, the ſepa- 
rations of life inwardly, from all that evil that hangs 
about it, and would be ſpringing up, and mixing with 
it, under an appearance of good ; that life may come 
to live fully in thee, and nothing might live in thy 
heart but life itſelf, And fo ſink very low, and be- 
come very little, and know little; yea, know no 
power to believe, act, or ſuffer any thing for God, 
but as it is given thee, by the ſpringing, grace, virtue, 
and life, of the Lord Jeſus. For grace is a thing, a 
ſpiritual inward thing, an holy ſeed, and ſown by God, 
and ſprings up in the heart. People have got a notion 
of grace, but know not the thing. Do not thou matter 
the notion, but feel the thing ; and feel thy heart more 
and more plowed up by the Lord, that his ſeed's 
grace may grow up in thee more and more, and thou 
mayeſt daily feel thy heart as a garden, more and 
more encloſed, watered, dreſſed, and delighted in, by 
him, 


This is a ſalutation of love from thy friend in the 
Truth, which lives and changes not. 


LE. 


27th of 12th Month, 1678. 
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Dear Friend, 


I RECEIVED two letters from thee lately, 
whereby the ſenſe is revived in me of thy great love to 
'me, and the Lord's great goodneſs to thee, in ad. 
-miniſtering that which rejoiceth and refreſheth thee, 
Now this advice ariſeth in my heart. O, keep cool 
and low before the Lord, that the ſeed, the pure 
living ſeed may ſpring more and more 1n thee, and thy 
heart be united more and more to the Lord therein, 
Coolneſs of ſpirit is a precious frame, and the glory of 
the Lord moſt ſhines therein, in its own luſtre and 
brightneſs ; and when the ſoul is low before the Lord 
it is ſtill near the ſeed, and preciouſly (in its life) one 
with the ſeed. And when the ſeed riſeth, thou ſhak 
have liberty in the Lord to riſe with it; only take heed 
of that part which will be-outrunning it, and getting 
above it, and ſo not ready to deſcend again, and keep 
low in the deeps with it. 

O, my friend, I have a ſenſe that this hath been the 
error of that people thou haſt formerly walked with ; 
and I obſerve in thy ſpirit yet a hableneſs thereto; 
which the Lord give thee to watch againſt, that thou 
"mayeſt come to a pure obſervation and diſcerning of 
the everlaſting unchangeable ſeed in thy own heart, 
and mayeſt daily feel thy mind bowed down and wor- 
ſhip in it, and become wholly: leavened into it, and 
perfectly changed and preſerved by it. 

Then the mixtures will be gone, and thou ſhalt 
know, enjoy, and be one with that, and have thy 
mind ſtayed in that, which will not mix with that 
which is of a contrary nature to the holy and heavenly 
Truth ; nor ſuffer that which is married to it, to mix 
with any thing with which it will not mix. This is the 
virgin {tate indeed, in which the foul is married to 
the Lamb, and become one fpirit with the Lamb for 
ever. That thou mayeſt grow in the Lord, abound 
more and more with his life and power, feel mortality 
ſwallowed up of life, come into the fulneſs of the king- 
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dom, know, enjoy, poſſeſs, the full dominion which is 


given there, and thy ſoul be ſatisfied, according to the 


largeneſs of its breathings after the living God, is my 
deſire and travail for thee. | 


P. S. We are here but a while in this world, for 
the Lord to make uſe of us, and ſerve himſelf by us, and 
ſo, by his ordering of us, to fit us for the crown of 
glory, which he will give us fully to wear in the other 
world. Now feel the child's nature, which chooſeth 
nothing, but defires the fulfilling of the Father's will 
in it. I cannot defire to enjoy any thing, faith the 
nature of the true birth, but as the Father, of himſelf, 
pleaſeth to give me to enjoy. There 1s a time to want 
as well as to abound, while we are in this world. And 
the times of wanting, as well as abounding, are 


greatly advantageous to us. How ſhould faith, love, 


patience, meekneſs, and the excellency and ſufficiency 
of God's grace ſhine, but by, in, and through, the many 


exerciſes and varieties of conditions wherewith the 


Lord viſiteth his? Yea, the greateſt, in the life, power, 
and glory of the Lord, have the greateſt trials and 
cxerciſes; which is to their advantage, as alſo for the 
good and benefit of others, and to the great honour 
and glory of the Lord. O, at all times, and in all 
conditions, take heed of a will, take heed of a wiſdom 
above the ſeed's will, and above the ſeed's wiſdom. 
Let the Lord. alone be all in thee, and make thee 


every day what he pleaſeth; and in due time thou ſhalt 


know a life, even the ſeed's life, the Son's life, whom 
all the angels are to worſhip, and the myſtery of whoſe 
life, the angels deſire to look into, as it is revealed 
and brought forth. So be {till and quiet, and ſilent 
before the Lord, not putting up any requeſt to the 
Father (nor cheriſhing any deſire in thee), but in the 
ſced's lowly nature and purely ſpringing life; and the 
Lord-give thee the clear diſcerning, in the lowly ſeed, 
of all that ſprings and ariſeth in thy heart. 

And 
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And O that thou mighteſt receive this counſel, and 
learn this following lellon thoroughly. Know nothing, 
will nothing, but only as the feed knows and wills in 
thee; and ſo thou haſt nothing to do but to join with 
the ſeed in its knowing and willing, and then thou wilt 
be able rejoicingly to tell me what are become of 
mixtures. 5 

Thou didſt read precious things of the ſeed, when 
thou waſt here, written outwardly; O, that thou 
mighteſt read the ſame things written inwardly in thy 
own heart; which that thou mayeſt do, become as a 
weaned child, not exerciſing thyſelf in things too high 
or too wonderful for thee. Every ſecret thing, every 
ſpiritual myſtery, but what God opens to thee, is too 
high and wonderful for thee. And if the Lord, at 
any time, opens to thee deep myſteries, fear before the 
Lord, and go no further into them than the Lord leads 
thee. The error is {till in the comprehending knowing 
mind, but never in the lowly weighty ſeed of life; 
whither the Lord God of my life more and more lead 
thee, and counſel thee to take up thy dwelling-place 
there, daily inſtructing thee ſo to do. For the greateſt 
as well as the leaſt muſt be daily taught of the Lord, 
both in aſcending and deſcending, or they will mils 
their way ; yea, they muſt be daily taught of him to 
be filent before him, and know to be ſtill in him, or 
they will be apt to miſs in either. 


This from thy friend, 


| iy 


Amerſham, Woodſide, 
4th of 5th Month, 1679. 


Dear 
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2 Dear Friend, ; | Mi, Naur | 
Tay condition cannot but the weak and 
dark, until the light of lite ariſe in thee; and the power 
of the Lord overcome and ſubdue the power of dark- 
neſs, which ſtrives to keep the ſeed of life an the grave, 
aud bonds of death. Ir is the Lord's mercy to give thee 
breathings after life, and cries unto him againſt that 
which oppreſſeth thee ; and happy wilt thou be when 
he ſhall fill thy foul with that which he hath given thee 
to breathe after. Only let thy heart wait for ſtrength 
to truſt him with the ſeaſon, for his long tarrying is thy 
ſalvation, and the deſtruction of thoſe enemies, which, 
while any ſtrength remains in them, will never ſuffer 
thee and thy God to dwell uninterruptedly together. 
Therefore they mult needs die, and he who hath the 


power to killithem, knows the way; which, to the appear- 


ing of thy ſenſe, will be as if he meant to kill the life of 
rhy foul, and not of them; but lie ſtill under ſhis hand, and 
be content to be unable to judge concerning his ways 
and workings in thy heart; and thou thalt at Jametimes 
feel an inwardleaven of life from his holy Spirit, where- 
by he will change and transform thy ſpirit imo his die- 
neſs, in ſome meaſure, for the prefent ; and, though it 
be quickly gone again, and the whole land ſo overtpread 
with enemies, that there is no ſight of redemption or the 
redeemed left, but the ſoul in a worſe condition than 
before; yet be not troubled ; for if trouble do abound, 


and there be toſſing, and ſtorms, and tempeſts, and no 


peace, nor nothing left viſible to ſupport, yet he ſtill, 
and fmk beneath, till a ſecret hope ſtir, which wilt-ſtay 
the heart in the midſt of all theſe, until the Lord ad- 
miniſter comfort, who knows how and what relief to 
give to the weary traveller, that knows not where it is, 
nor which way to look, nor where to expect a path. 
How ſhall I ſpeak to thee, how ſhall I mourn over the? 
O, that thou mayeit be upheld to the day of God's 
mercy to thy ſoul, and be gathered out of all ſuch 
knowledge as thou canſt comprehend or contain in what 
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is natural, into the feeling of life, that thou mayeſt know 
the difference between what it is to live upon ſomewhat 
received from God, and what it is to have God live with 
thee, and adminiſter life to thee, at his pleaſure ; thou 
being kept in the nothingneſs, emptineſs, poverty, and 
perfect reſignation of ſpirit ! 


This counſel is to thee through a poor weak veſlel, 
1 of 
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Wuo is able to undergo the croſſes and afflictions, 
either inward or outward, which befal thoſe whom God 
draws out of the ſpirit of this world, and path of de- 
ſtruction, into the way of eternal reſt and peace? 
Yet the Lord is able to uphold that which feels its 
weaktieſs, and waits on him for ſupport, under the 
heavineſs of the croſs, daily. I know, dear heart, thy 
outward trials cannot but be ſharp and bitter; and! 
know alſo, that the Lord is able to ſuſtain thee under 
-them, and cauſe thee to ſtand thy ground ; that thou give 
not advantage to that ſpirit, which hereby would draw 

from the Lord, and from the way of life and happineſs. 

O, that thou couldeſt dwell in the knowledge and 
. ſenſe of this; even that the Lord beholds thy ſufferings 

with an eye of pity ; and is able, not only to uphold thee 
under them, but alſo to do thee good by them ; and to 
bring torth that life and wiſdom in thee, by means there- 
of, to which he will give dominion over that ſpirit which 
grieves and afflicts thee, in his due ſeaſon, 

Theretore grieve not at thy lot, be not diſcontent, 
lock not out at the hardneſs of thy condition; but when 
the ſtorm, and matters of vexation are ſharp, look up 

to him who can give meekneſs and patience, lift up thy 
head over all, and cauſe thy life to grow, and be a 
gaincr by all. 


It 
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lf the Lord God did not help us by his mighty arm, 
how often ſhould we fall and periſh! and if rhe Lord 
God help thee proportionably to thy condition of 
affliction and diſtreſs, thou wilt have no cauſe to 
complain, but bleſs his name. 

He is exceeding good, and gracious, and tender 
hearted, and doth not deſpiſe the afflitions, of the af. 
flicted for his name's ſake, in any kind. 

This is in tender love towards thee, with breathings 
to my Father, that his pleaſant plant may not be cruſhed 
in thee, by the foot of pride and violence; but may 
overgrow it, and flouriſh the more becauſe of it. 


From thy truly loving friend in the Truth, and for 
the Truth's fake, 


J. P. 
— — 1 


IT is of the infinite mercy and compaſſion 
of the Lord, that his pure love viſiteth any of us ; and 
it is by the preſervation thereof alone, that we ſtand. 
If he leave us at any time, but one moment, what are 
we; and who is it that provoketh him not to depart? 
Let him throw the firſt ſtone at him that falls. 

In the Truth itſelf, in the living power and virtue, there 
is no offence ; but that part which is not perfectly re- 
deemed, hath ſtill matter for the temptation to work 
upon, and may be taken in the ſnare, -Let him that 
{tands, take heed leſt he fall; and, in the bowels of pity, 
mourn over and wait for the reſtoring of him that is 
fallen. That which is ſo apt to be offended, is the fame 
with that which falls. O, do not reaſon in the high- 
mindednefs, agaiuſt any that turn aſide from the pure 
guide; but fear, leſt the unbelieving and fleſhly wiſe 
part, get up in thee alſo. O, know the weakneſs of 
the creature in the withdrawings of the life, and the 
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ſtrength of the enemy in that hour, and the free grace 
t and mercy which alone can preſerve, and thou wilt 
i rather wonder that any ſtand, than that ſome fall. 
© When the pure ſprings of life open in the heart, im- 
i mediately the enemy watcheth his opportunity to get 
i entrance; and many times finds entrance ſoon after, 
the foul, little fearing or ſuſpecting him, having lately 
felt ſuch mighty unconquerable ſtrength; and yet how 
often chen doth he get in, and ſmite the life down to 
the ground; and what may he not do with the crea- 
ture, unlefs the Lord graciouſly help | 
O, great is the myſtery of godlineſs, the way of 
life narrow, the travel to the land of reſt long, hard, 
and ſharp ; it is eaſy miſcarrying, it is eaſy ſtepping aſide, 
at any time; it is eaſy loſing the Lord's glorious pre- 
ſenee ; unleſs the defence about it, by his Almighty 
arm, be kept up. 
There is a time for the Lord's taking down the fence 
from his own vineyard, becauſe of tranſgreſſion, and 
then the wild boar may eafily break in. 
Ah, who taſtes not of this in ſome meaſure, and what 
"hinders that He taſtes not of it in a greater meaſure ? 
"Ah, turn in from the fleſhly wiſdom and reaſonings, 
unto the pure river of life icfelf; and wait there to have 
that judged which hath taken offence, left if it grow 
ſtronger in thee, it draw thee from the life (which alone 
is able to pteferve thee), and fo thou alſo fall. 


This is in dear love to thee ; retire from that part 
Which looketh out, and feel the inward virtue 
of that which can reſtore and preſerve thee. 


1. P. 


- "There are ſome who have been educated in a pro- 
feſfion of Chriſtianity, and have improved it by ftndy ; 
but have never known the virtue, power, and inward 
life thereof; but as men, with the man's part, wiſdom, 
underſtanding, and ferioufnets of mind, have conſidered 
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ſerviceable to thee ; reaching to, refreſhing, and guiding 
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of the truth and weight of things contained in the Scrips 
tures ; and fo have received ſomewhat of the holy docs 
trine into their natural underſtanding, and given them- 
{chves up to the obfervation and practice thereof, accord 
ing as they have apprehended things. | 

Theſe have become more ſerious and excellent than 
others, but fall very far ſhort of the nature and ſtare 
of - Chriſtianity ; yea the ſtricteſt among theſe many 
times become the greateſt oppoſers and perſecutors of 
the true Chriſtianity, au er 


— — — —— — — — — 


To the Counteſs I Exon. 


Friend, 


I was prefled in my ſpirit to ſend thee 
what follows, - believing in my heart, that thou, waiting 
on the Lord, and reading it in his fear, it would prove 


that which is of him in thee, and thereby both quicken- 
ing and helping thee in thy travails. 

When it pleaſed the Lord to caſt off the Jews from 
being his church and people, it pleaſed him alſo to build 
up another, concerning which he promiſed, that the 
gates of hell ſhould not prevail againſt it; but this 
promiſe doth not abſolutely extend to every particular 
member of the church, for many branches might fin 
unto death, wither, and be cut oft; nor to any parti- 
cular gathering of. believers, whether in Jeruſalem, or 
in any part of.Judea, or Aſia, or at Rome, &c. For 
any of theſe, not keeping to that which gathered them 
(and wherein is the preſervation), might fall and be cut 
off; yea, the apoſtle Paul, writing to the Romans, 
concerning the ſtate of the Gentiles, fignifieth to them, 
ihat-they alſo were capable. of falling and being cut oft, 
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as the Jews were; and Rome itſelf was not excepted, 


but if ſhe once came to that ſtate, as to exalt herſelf, 
as the lady of churches, and not to fear her ſtanding, 
ſhe was as likely to meer with the ſtroke as any. Rom, 
xi. 21, 22. 

And that ſatan ſhould many ways aſſault the church, 
is very evident, both from the nature of things, and in 
reſpoct of what was foretold, and of what hath happened; 
and that he ſhould in ſome reſpects prevail, is alſo true; 
but to underſtand how far he ſhould, and wherein he 
ſhould not, is very weighty, and requires the key of 
David to open. | 

This is manifeſt, that the churches did generally pro- 
yoke the Lord, and that the hand of the Lord went 
forth againſt them; inſomuch as that he who built up, 
pulled down, as to the outward form; meaſuring firſt 
what he would referve for himſelf, and giving the reſt 
to the heatheniſh ſpirit, which all the profeſſors of 
churches are of, but thoſe which are of the true cir- 
cumciſion; this may be read ſeveral ways, if thou haſt 
the true eye. | | 
Ho did deceit enter the churches ; how many ſtars 
fell from heayen (Rev. xii.), and what confuſion was 
there in the earth, before the Lord diflolved that heaven 
and that earth, gathering his own unto himſelf, and 
ſcattering the reſt from him 

After which (O, that thou couldeſt read), what kind 
of church ſprang up, and what governed in that church ! 
Even two beaſts, agreeing in one ſpirit of deceit, cruelty, 


and perſecution of that, which was indeed of God's be- 
getting in any heart, as it came at any time to be dif- 
cerned in its teſtimony for God, and againſt them. The 


outward court was given to the Gentiles, God rejected 
it. Rev. xi. 2. And this rejected outward court, with 
the outward ordinances and obſervations belonging to it, 
hath been their place of worſhip ever ſince, and not the 


place of the true church, or true Jews ; but the holy 


city, and holy church and people, have been they, 
whom they have all this while deſpiſed, and trampled 
; under 
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under feet. So that if thou wilt find out the true people, 
or the true church, thou muſt find out thoſe who have 
all this while been trampled upon, and deſpiſed by the 


high profeſſing, boaſting, church. 


The true church fled into the wilderneſs, very naked; 


and hath fat there as a widow, mourning, without her 


former attire and ornaments ; and after ſhe was gone, 
many of her ſons (formerly glorious as ſtars), appearing 
againſt her, and a flood of diſgrace and reproach being 
caſt out againſt her, as if ſhe never had been the true 
ſpouſe of Chriſt ; up ſtarts a falſe woman, getting a 
cup of gold, and gay attire, in her abſence ; demon- 
ſtrating to thoſe that have not the true wiſdom and 
diſcerning from God, that ſhe is the true church, even 
as Antichriſt doth, that he is God; and all that drink 
not of her cup of fornication, from the true ſpirit and 
life of the Lamb, ſhe brands as ſchiſmaticks and here- 
ticks; though that which is of God naturally rents 
from that which is not of God, and from all its demon- 
{trations and arguments, 

Ah, poor church of the living God, how hath thy 
ſeed been branded with infamous marks, and purſued 
with floods of perſecution, bitterneſs, and enmity, by 
that which hath uſurped thy name, but never knew 
the nature and power of thy life; but the Lord is 
ariſen, to ſcatter, and hath * ſcattered in many 
particulars, and will ſcatter in the general; and that 
which is not the thing, ſhall not long poſſeſs the name. 

But the Lord will gather the imple, and honeſt-hearted 
from theſe deep ſorceries and mchantments, to that 
{ſtandard which he hath lifted up for all nations: which 
is the light of the everlaſting day, which he hath cauſed 
to dawn in the hearts of many, after the long, thick 
night of darkneſs, and apoſtacy from the ſpirit and life 
of the apoſtles. Bleſſed be his name! 

Now, friend, O, that thou couldeſt feel the begin- 
nings of this day ; even of the power, of the endleſs 
life, and pure pature of God breaking forth in thy 
heart; whoſe preſence and nature diſcovers itſelf (it 
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needs. no other teſtimony), and miglneſt be gathered 


into what it is, that thou might witneſs true life from 
God, and in his light ſee his church, and feel union 
with it; which differs from all the churches of men's 
athering and owning, being indeed the ſpouſe and 
—— body of the living God, and the ground and 
pillar of his living Truth. I love thee; Ion thy zeal 
in its e; I deſire the Lord's gathering of thee to 
himſelf, by his powerful Truth revealed in thee; and 
thy certain knowledge of his true church, and holy 
body of living members, in that which cannot deceive. 
And if ever thou arrive at this, thou muſt. know the 
beginnings of the everlaſting day, within; and walk in 
the light thereof, out of all the inventions of men, and 
out of the reach and compaſs of that wiſdom that in · 
venteth; and this light of life, if thou rightly meet 
with it, and become ſubje& to it, will ſnew thee the 
pearl of price (for it is yet hid in the earth, underneath 
that which thou eſteemeſt, and highly prizeſt), and 
ſhew thee what thou muſt neceſſarily part with, before 
thou canſt purchaſe it, in the ſingleneſs and-uprightneſs 
of thy heart. But thy zeal without the true knowledge, 
is not accepted of the Lord, though thou art pitied 
under it. witty 
Thy friend, in true love and unfeigned defires after 

thy eternal good, | 

J. P. 4 
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To the Earl of Bridgewater. 


Friend, 


Ir is good for thee. to take heed. of 
abuſing thy power, to the injury of any man; and to 
walk in humility and fear x the Lord, who is 


above thee, and whoſe people (whom he hath gathered 
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o Imadel6, and fandtifiec by his pure nature) are in 


an hongur and: nobility, which in its kind is abe ve cine. 


And, O, that thy cyes were opened, that thou alſo 
miglu deny the howour of this world, and ſtand a — 
neſs for God againſt it; ſeeking after, and 

the bonour: and;nobility which is of him only. Before 
this be received by any one, be muſt come into the 


true humility, and lie at the ſootſtool 4 God, till he 


— upon him, and exalt him. 

Now, to manifeſt this a little to thy ding, 
becauſe: L write in love, and fox thy good, that thou 
might know the excellent path, and travel therein, is 
not man far above the other creatures? Is not his 
reaſon and underſtanding far above their ſenſe ? Sa far, 
yea, much further, is = divme light in man above 
man's reaſon; and the birth, tate, and nobility of man 
there, far beyond what he is capable of here, as a man 
of this world. O, open thine car, and hear; yea, the 
Lord open thy heart, that thou mayeſt underſtand ; for 
this is all the reward or fruit that I ſeek, even from the 
hand of the Lord, for my ſufferings from thee, that they 
may be a means for thy good. And this L can aſſure 
thee, if thy heart be touched to ſcek after the Lord in 


Truth, he will be found of ther; but if thou walk on 


in the height, and after the ſpirit of this world, thou 
wilt periſh ; and have cauſe to repent thy hard thoughts 
and actions againſt him and his people: for they are 
his people, not who walk in a formal way of religion, 
but. who feel and are ſubject to his power in them. 


Bx not diſcouraged becauſe of your ſouls 


enemies, Are ye troubled with thoughts, fears, doubts, 


imaginations, reaſonings, &c. yea, do ye ſee yet much 
in 
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in you unſubdued to the power of life? O, do not fear 


it; do not look at it, ſo as to be diſcouraged by it; 
but look to him; look up to the power which is over 


all their ſtrength; wait for the deſcendings of the 


power upon you ; abide in the faith of the Lord's help; 
and wait in the patience till the Lord ariſe; and ſee if 


his arm do not ſcatter, what your's could not. So be 


{till before him, and in ſtillneſs believe in his name; 
yea, enter not into-the hurryings of the enemy (though 
they fill the ſoul) ; for there is yet ſomewhat to which 

cannot enter, - from whence patience, and faith, 
and hope, will . up in you, in the midſt of all 
that they can do. 

So into this fink; in this lie hid in the evil hour; and 
the temptations will paſs away, and the tempter's 
{ſtrength be broken, and the arm of the Lord (which 
brake him) revealed; and then ye ſhall ſee, that he 
raiſed but a ſea of trouble in your ſouls, to fink himſelf 
by ; and the Lord will throw the horſe and his rider 
(which trampled upon and rode over the juſt in you) 
into that ſea; and ye ſhall ſtand upon the bank, and ſing 
the ſong of Moſes to him that drowned him, and deli. 
vered you from him; and in due ſeaſon ye ſhall ſing 
the ſong of the Lamb alſo, when his lite ſprings up in 
you in his-pure dominion ; triumphing over death, and 
all that is contrary to God, both within and withour, 
| Now, Friends, in a ſenſible waiting and giving up to 
the Lord, in the daily exerciſe, by the daily croſs to 
that in you, which js not of the life, this work will daily 
go on; and ye will feel from the Lord that, which will 
help, relieve, refreſh, and ſatisfy, which neither tongue 
nor words can utter. And in that the Lord God breathe 
upon you, preſerve and fill you with his life and holy 
ſpirit; to the growth and rejoicing of your ſouls in him, 
who is our bleffed Father, and merciful Redeemer ; 
in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our head and king for ever 
and for evermore. 

And then, as to what may befal us outwardly, in 
this confuſed ſtate of things, al we not truſt our ten- 
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der Father, and reſt ſatisfied in his will? Are we not 
engraven in his heart, and on the palms of his hands, 
and can he forget us in any thing he doth? Shall any 
thing hurt us? Shall any thing come between us and 
our life; between us and his love and tender care over 
us? What though the fig-tree ſhould not bloſſom, 
neither there be any fruit in the vine; what though 
the labour of the olive ſhould fail, and the fields yield 
no meat; what though the flock be cut off from the 
fold, and there be no herd in the ſtalls; may we nor, 
for all this, rejoice in the Lord, and joy in the God of 
our ſalvation ? And what though the earth be removed, 
and the mountains carried into the midſt of the fea ; 
what though the waters thereof roar and be troubled ; 
and the mountains ſhake with the ſwelling thereof; 
is there not a river, the ſtreams whereof make glad the 
city of God? Is not the joy, the virtue, the life, the 
ſweet refreſhment, thereof, felt in the holy place of the 
tabernacle of the moſt High? And he that provides 
inward food for the inward man, inward clothing, 
inward refreſhment ; ſhall he not provide alſo ſufficient 
for the ourward ? Yea, ſhall he not bear up the mind, 
and be our ſtrength, portion, armour, rock, peace, joy, 
and full ſatisfaction, in ev condition? For it is 
not the condition makes mi e, but the want of 
him in the condition: he is the ſubſtance of all, the 
virtue of all, the life of all, the power of all; he nou- 
riſheth, he preſerveth, he upholds, with the creatures 
or without the creatures, as it pleaſeth him; and he 
that hath him, he that is with him, he that is in him, 
cannot want. Hath the ſpirit of this world content in 
all that it enjoys? No; it is reſtleſs, it is unſatisfied. 
But can tribulation, diſtreſs, perſecution, famine, naked- 
neſs, peril, or ſword, come between the love of the 
Father to the child, or the child's reſt, content, and 
delight in his laye ? And doth not the love, the peace, 
the joy, the reſt felt, ſwallow up all the bitterneſs and 
ſorrow of the outward condition? | 8 
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The feed, the godlineſs, the uprightneſs, the true 
nature and birth, hath not only the promiſe of eternal 
life, but alſo of whatever is neceſſary for the veſſe} 
wherein it dwells in this life too; fo dwell in that to 
which is the promiſe, and live upon the promiſe ; yea 
live upon that which cannot miſs of the promiſe, bu 
feels the preſence and power of the Father in all, and 
over all. And the juſt lives by his faith: and he that is 
in union with the juſt, lives by the faith of the juſt, 
and takes no more cart than the lilies, but leaves the 
care of all, to whom it properly belongs, and who hath 
taken it upon him; who nouriſheth, clotheth, preſerveth, 
and cauſech the lilies of the field to grow and flouriſh 
in beauty and glory; and ſhall he not much more clothe, 
nouriſh, and take care of his own likes, the heavenly 
hlzes, the lilies of his garden. 
So let us not look out like the world, or judge oy 
fear according to the appearance of things, after the 
the manner of the world; but ſanctify the Lord of hoſts 
in our hearts, and let him be our frar and dread, and 
he- ſhall be an hiding place unto us in the ftorms, and 
in the tempeſts, which are coming thick upon the 
. I 

So, my dear Friends, let us retire, and dwell in the 
peace which God breathes, and lie down in the Lamb's 
patience and ſtillneſs, night and day, which nothing 
can wear out or diſturb; and ſo the preſervation of 
the poor and needy, ſhall be felt in his name, and glory 
ſung to his name, over all; which is a ſtrong tower, 
2 mighty impregnable rock of defence, againſt all aſſaults 
and dangers whatſoever; which they that have truſted 
therein, have already experienced it to be; and they 
that continue: truſting therein, ſhall always experience 


it ſo to be, in all trials and dangers, whatever may 


happen, of what kind ſacver, even to the end. Amen. 
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My dear Friend, | 
Wrom I have always truly and faith. 
fully loved, as in the fight of the Lord, and to whom 
my love in the Lord till continues; fince I heard of 
thy illneſs and weakneſs, by M. 8. whom I deſired to 
viſit thee ; I have had an earneſt defire to fee thee, and 
have been conſidering how ro” effect it, but canner 
with any conveniency at preſent, as my friend T. E. 
(the bearer thereof), can further inform ther. But 
the deſires of my heart, to the God of my life, are, 
that he would give thee a viſit in his tender bowels; 
and guide and help thee to ſtay thy mind upon himſelf, 
in his moſt precious Truth; which he hath not only 
given thee a taſte of, but many times a full — and 
experience of. 

O, my dear Friend, that nothing might come be- 
tween thy ſoul and God's Truth; that thy comfort, 
peace, and joy, might be full, and that thou mighteſt 
lay down thy head quietly in the boſom of him that 
loves thee, and accepts the ſincere deſires of thy, heart 
towards hin, as I have always told thee, and is ſtill 
true concerning thee. Mind not temptations nor accu- 
ſations, nor the many noiſes the enemy will make in thec 
and againſt thee, to the Lord; but wait to feel Truth. 
and life ſpringing in thy heart from che holy well, and 
to hear the ſtill voice of the ſpirit of the Lord; and he 
will teſtify his love to thee, and ſpeak peace. 

O, the tender bowels of my heavenly Facher relieve 
thee, and gather thee inwardly in thither, and preſerve 
thee there, where the enemy cannot break in upon thee. 
Look not upon thy fins, even ſince thou haſt known 


the Truth, wherein thou mighteſt have meet, with 


ſtrength againſt, and preſervation from ſin (and have 
been, in fome meafure, bleſſed by the Lord); but wait 
to feel ſomewhat inwardly, wherein God appears, and 
breathes, and gathers, and receives, and eaſes, of the 
loads, dena, doubts, troubles, temptations, nnd accuſa- 
tions; &c. and the Lord God of my life and tender 


mercies 
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mercies (which he hath made ſure to my ſoul in the 
everlaſting covenant), give thee ſolid peace and conſo. 
lation in the Son of his love, through the meaſure of 
his grace and Truth ſpringing in thy heart, and ſtaying 


thy mind upon him. | 


O, feel the ſeed, and the faith which ſprings fron 
the ſeed, which gives victory over the enemy, and all 
his myſterious workings in the heart. 


Thy friend in the trueſt and moſt ſigcere love, 
1. P. 


DT Nathaniel Stonan. 


Ir is a dangerous thing to reſiſt God”: 
Spirit; and yet very eaſy for any man ſo to do, who hath 
not received a true underſtanding from the Lord, nor 
is acquainted with the leadings and outgoings of him, 


wo is pure. He that is tender and truly ſenſible, may 


diſcern when he reſiſteth, when he quencheth, or when 
he grieveth the ſpirit of the Lord; but he that is not 
truly enlightened, nor in the true ſenſe, cannot do fo. 
The ſcribes and Phariſees, who were interpreters of the 
law, and very ſtrict in outward obſervations and ordi- 
nances ; &c. who blamed their fathers for killing the 
prophets, and ſaid if they had been in the days of the 
prophets, they would not have dealt ſo with them, as 
their fathers did : yet concerning theſe, faid Stephen, 
« Ye ſtift-necked, and uncircumciſed in heart and ears, ye 
do always refiſt the holy Ghoſt; as your fathers did, ſo do 
ye: for, till the ſtiff will and ſtiff wiſdom be brought 
down in a man, he cannot but reſiſt God's ſpirit, and 
light for his notions and practices, according to his 


apprehenſions of the letter, againſt the teſtimony of 


God's ſpirit and power. 


Paul, 
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Paul, who walked according to the letter of the law, 
blamelels, yet reſiſted the ſpirit which gave forth the law. 
He muſt know the Spirit, receive the Spirit, live in the 
Spirit, walk in the Spirit, and not fulfill the luſts of the 
fleſh, who would be found not reſiſting God's Spirit. 
He who is indeed turned to the redeeming arm, to 
Chriſt the power of God, and gathered into the power, 
and dwelleth in the Spirit and power of the Lord Jeſus, 
and is taught and led by him from path to path, and 
from paſture to paſture, as the Lamb, the ſhepherd, 
goes before and guides him; he is preſerved from 
grieving the holy Spirit, which moves and draws, in- 
ſtructs and quickens, all that are born of God. But he 
that is but in the letter, and in the form of godlineſs, 
out of the inward life and power, he is of that birth, 
mind, nature, and ſpirit, which cannot but reſiſt God's 
Spirit. He knoweth not, he heedeth not, his drawings, 
his movings, his light, his life, the way thereof (either 
in his own heart, or in the hearts of others); and fo 
walks in a way of rebelling againſt, and reſiſting, him, who 
is the only Saviour and Redeemer of the foul (ſee Job 
xxix. 3, 4, and xxiv. 13). O, that thou mighteſt learn 
to wait aright to learn theſe things, and come into 
the true ſenſe and diſcerning of the ſpirit and power of 
the Lord, that thou mighteſt not any more reſiſt it, 
neither in thyſelf nor in others. | 

The Lord open thy heart, and lay thy ſpirit low be- 
fore him, that thou mayeſt come into a right ſenſe and 
judgment concerning the ſtate of thine own ſoul, and 
mayeſt experience the Lord manifeſting things to thee, 
as indeed they. are. | 

I. P. 

15th of 5th Month, 167 1. 
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4 ſai Te, conrrning the ey of are 
and of meeting with, and reveiving the power which 
quickons and enables to ive ts God. 


Tnis is the day Sali love, mercy, 

— power, wiſdom, righteouſneſs, and life, of 
God ; that is, this is the day wherein they are mani. 
feſted, revealed, and brought forth, in the hearts of 
his children; and cheir fouls, in and through the faith. 
ful travail, led into che enjoyment and pofteſſion of 
them. 
| Now che queſtion is, How may any one, who finds 
breathings, hungerings and true defires, after theft 
\rhings, come to receive them, partake of, and enjoy 
them ? 

To this we anſwer, we know the way wherein the 
Lord hath led us; and we alſo know the 
"which God hath given us to hold forth to others. 

The way wherein e met with it was this: In joining 


to that in the heart which is of the Father, and leads 


out of the mature, ſpirit, and ways, of the world, up 
to the Father. By waiting to feel this quickened in us; 
by giving up to, hearkening to, and be Jed by his 3 by 
denying all that was and is contrary to this, in the 
ſtrength and virtue which we daily received from this; 


thus we met with the love, thus we met with the 


mercy, che goodneſs, the power, the wiſdom, the life, 


che righteouſneſs, the redemprion, and ſalvation, which 


is treaſured up in this; and which iſſueth forth from 
this, in the good will and according to the appointment 
of the Father. 

And this alſo we know, that while we are looking 
out for a great power to fall upon us and change us, 
we never met with it ſo, but rather thereby came to a 
loſs of what we had. And, indeed, this is the way 
the enemy ſuggeſts into the mind to deceive the mind 
by; and we were deceived by him, and led from the 
thing, while we were perſuaded and tempted thus to 

Wait 
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wait for it. That which is not of the ſeed, but above 
the ſeed, thus waits; but this is not the way in which 
the ſeed teacheth the ſoul to wait for the righteouſue 

and power of the kingdom. Now, as we haye been 
thus led ourſelves, ſo the teſtimany of direction we 
have received from he Lord is, to guide men's minds 
to this which is of bn * which God — Sogn 
to appear in, and he will not appear in anoth is 
. he hath choſen, in his — 5 — and he 
will not alter it. This light, this inward feed of life is 
the thing, which ſecretly works in the mind, teſtifying 
againſt that which is unrighteous ; and to them chat re- 
ceive this ſeed, faithfully wait upon it, and are ſubject to 
it, denying in their hearts, . ta, and Ways, 
all that is contrary to it (as the Lord enables); ta them 
power and ability is given to become ſons; and in the 
Son's heart, the power, ſpiritual authority, and dg- 
minion of the Father, dwells. And theſe things are 
wrought in the heart, obtained, received, felt, and 
enjoyed in a myſtery, .in a ſecret way of working, from 
a little thing, a ſmall ſeed, yea, that which ta man's 
eye and wiſdom is not; even by this has the Father 
choſen to bring to nought all the mighty enemies af 
the ſoul, and all the ſecds and births of corruption 
m It, b | | "0 0! 

O, my dear friends, I beſcech yan, wait on the Father 
in this (wait, O. wait for the ſtirrings of his holy Spirit 
in this), that ye may, learn the way. of life, walk faith- 
fully therein, and underſtand, with, joy and ip bright- 
nels, the myſteries of the kingdom, which are reyealed 
to the very babes here; that ſa ye may be enlivened, 
encouraged, and ſtrengthened in your trayails, till ye 

come to ſit down in the kingdom, and cat ky bread 

and drink the wine of the kingdom, with thoſe whom 


the Lord has already gathered thither, and who feed 

on the fatlings of God's houſe, and drink of the river 

of his pleaſures, And my friends, © learn the dif 

ference in ſpirit, between that which draws you to- 

wards Ggd, in the ſimplicity and pure ſcuſe of life, at 
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any time, from the breathing ſpring ; and that which 
tempts you therefrom, in a reaſoning ſubtlety, wherein 
is 2 glorious appearance of wiſdom, and a falſe demon- 
-ſtration of ſeeming light; which, notwithſtanding, doth 
not chalk out your way to you, but rather deceitfully 
draws you out of the way; and after a long looking for 
power, whereby it keeps yon from that wherein the 
power is, and to which ye being joined, would, with- 
out fail, receive it, and might enjoy it, and be bleſſed 
and helped by it, as well as others, through the tender 
-mercy of the Lord, have been. 

And friends, be it known unto you, and let it enter 
into your hearts, from the pure teſtimony of Truth, 
that (in this day which the Lord hath made, which is 
and was with the Lord from eternity) he hath now 
pleaſed to manifeſt and bring forth in us (inſomuch as 
we are in meaſure in this day, and walk in the light 
thereof, and feel the warmth, beauty, and pleaſantneſs 
thereof in meaſure, which giveth a true real ſenſe and 
enjoyment of the thing itſelf), I fay in this day, the 
burden (the great burden of fin and corruption) is 
taken from off the ſhoulder, and the yoke from off the 
neck ; yea, the yoke is deſtroyed by and becauſe of 
the anointing, in and to the ſouls that are anointed ; 
who are ſevered from the nature, ſpirit, and ways of 
the world, and fo united to and become one ſpirit with 
the Lord. Why, then they are ſevered and eſtranged 
from that which oppreſſeth; yea, and then they are 
alſo in fellowſhip with that which is the power, the 
life, the reſt, the joy, the peace, the eternal pleaſure, 
and pure ſweetneſs and liberty. 65 ann 
Now, all this is brought about by minding that of 
God, which ſtirs in the mind and draws towards him, 
and from that which is of a contrary ſpirit and nature, 
and ſeparates from him. For all that is of the world, 
and not of the Father; is as a wall of ſeparation which 
keeps from the Father; and muſt be broken down, be- 
fore the ſoul can come into true union and fellowſhip 
with the Father and Son, in his pure nature, * 

an 
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and holy power of life. Vet one thing more, O mind 
it, it is more (as to the nature of the thing) to meet 
with one little touch of power, to help a man againſt: 
his corruptions and the deceit of his heart; than to 
meet with a great deſcending of power upon a man's 
ſpirit, to wrap him up into high enjoyments, or to 
enable him to ſpeak great things of the myſteries of 
God's kingdom; for it changes his heart more, it 
helps him on his journey more, it prepares his ſpirit 
more for the 1 it adds to his growth more than 
the other; yea, the other will hurt him, unleſs his 
ſpirit be poiſed by the, Lord, and made able to bear it. 

But the ſtill working of the power, which ſecretly 
melteth and changeth the mind, renewing it (as it 
were inſenſibly) daily more and more into the image; 
that 3 the ſafe, precious, and profitable miniſtration 
of lite, 

O wait for it, and be ſenſible of the tender mercy 
and goodneſs of the Lord, as he leads you into and 
keeps you in it. | | | 


— — ew mm 


Dear Friend, 


I am ſenſible of thy fore travail and 
deep diſtreſs, and how hard it is for thee to meet with 
that which is comfortable and refreſhing, and how 
eaſily again it is loſt ; and whence it ariſeth, even from 
the working of the enemy in a myſtery of deceit in thy 
heart; wherein thou doſt not perceive nor ſuſpect him, 
but ſwalloweſt down his baits, and ſo he ſmites thee 
with his hook, and thereby draws thee back into the 
region of darkneſs; and then entereth that part in thee 
which is in nature one with him, filling it with his 
wickedneſs, and then laying loads of accuſations upon 
thee, as if they were true. Theſe are not ſtrange 
F 2 things 
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things td the travellers after the Lord, but ſuch as are 
uſually. met with in the like cafes ; but if thy eye was 
made ſingle and opened by the Lord, thou wouldeſt 
ſee thoſe baits, and turn from that which thou now fo 
readily ſwalloweſt down; and ſo avoid the ſtroke, and 
keep thy ſtation in the light and mercy of the Lord. 
Thou muſt not look ſo much at the evil that is nigh, 
but rather at chat which ſtands ready to pity and help, 
and which hath pitied and helped thy diſtreſſed ſoul, 
and will pity and help it again. Why is there a mercy. 
ſeat, but for the ſinner to look towards, in time of need? 

Neither muſt thou hearken to the queſtionings of 
the inſnaring gueſtioner, but cleave to that which ſhuts 
them out, keeping to the ſenſe of the loye and mercy, 
when the Lord is kind and tender to thee. When the 
enemy entered thy habitation again, and broke- thy 
reſt, peace, and enjoyment of the Lord; again an 
earneſt deſire after cleanſing aroſe in thee ; not from 
the life, but in the evil; which was alſo a means to 
rob thee of that, which in its abiding and powerful. 
operation, cleanſeth the heart; and here thou wouldeſt 
be limiting the Lord in his dealings, who worketh 
according to the council of his own will, and viſiteth 
when and where he pleaſeth. And thus the enemy 
having caught thee with his myſterious workings, he 
then draws thee into the pit of darkneſs, where the 
remembrance of lite and the ſenſe of mercy and love 
vaniſheth; and there is no help for thee by any thing 
thou canſt do or think: but be patient, till the Lord's 
tender mercy and love viſit thee again, and then look 


up to him againit this and ſuch like ſnares, which 
would come between thee and the appearance of the 


Lord's love; that thou mayeſt feel more of his abidings 
with thee, and of the ſweet effects thereof. For theſe 
things are nat to deſtroy rhee, but to teach thee wiſ- 
dom; which the Lord is able, through many exerciſcs 
and ſore trials, to beſtow upon thee ; which my foul 
will exceedjhgly rejoice to hear the ridings of; that thy 
heart may be rid of all that burdeneth, and filled with 

all 
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all it rightly deſires aſter, in the | proper ſeaſon and 
goodneſs of the Lord: to whoſe wiſe ordering and 
render mercy I commit thee, remaining 


Thy faithful friend, 
. P. f 


My dear Friend, 


| Some time after writing the foregoing, 
this aroſe in me to thee. If the Lord in thy waitin 
upon him, to Tearch and try thy heart and ways, tal 
pleaſe to ſhew thee any thing amiſs therein, mind this 
counſel on my heart to thee, Be not looking at it too 
much on the one hand, or excuſing it on the other 
hand, but fink down beneath thyſelf, retiring thuher 
where thou mayeſt receive from the Lord true judg- 
ment concerning it, and alſo ſtrength againſt it. And 
know this in the holy experience, that thou muſt be 
weakened by the Lord, and be contented in or with 
thy weak and diſtreſſed eſtate, if thou wouldeſt receive 
mercy-and ſtrength from him. And the more thou art 
weakened and diſtreſſed, the more thou art fitted for, 
and the more abundantly ſhalt thou partake of his 
mercy and ſtrength ; waiting upon him in the meek, 
guict, patient, and reſigned ſpirit, which he will not 
il to work thy mind into; that, in the iſſue of all, thou 
mayeſt reap the quiet fruits of righteouſneſs and heavenly 
peace from his hand. Amen, ſo be it from the Lord 
to-thy ſoul. | 


53 Dear 
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Dcar Friend, 


As I was lately retired in ſpirit and 
waiting upon the Lord, having a ſenſe on me of th 
long, ſore, and deep, affliction and diſtreſs, there — 
a ſcripture in my heart to lay before thee, namely, 
Hebrews xii. 5, 6, 7, which I entreat thee to call for 
a Bible, and hear read, before thou proceeds to what 
follows. — 

O, my friend, after it hath pleaſed the Lord in tender 
mercy to viſit us, and turn our minds, from the world 
and ourſelves towards him, and to beget and nouriſh 
that which is pure and living of himſelf in us; yet, not- 
withitanding this, there remains ſomewhat at firſt (yea 
and perhaps for a long time) which is to be ſearched 
out by the light of the Lord, and brought down and 
ſubdued by his aſſſicting hand. When there is indeed 
ſomewhat of an holy will formed in the day of God's 
power; and the foul, in ſome meafure, begotten and 
brought forth to live to God in and ont of the womb 
of the heavenly wiſdom ; yet all rhe earthly will and 
wiſdom is not thereby preſently removed, but there 
are hidden things of the old nature and fpirit {till 
remaining; which, perhaps, appear nor, but ſipk inward 
mto their root, that they may fave their lives; which 
man cannot poſſibly find out in his own heart, but as 
the Lord reveals them to him, But how doth the 
Lord find them out ! O conſider his fire is in Zior, and 
his furnace in Jerufalem. By his caſting into the fur- 
nace of affliction, the fire ſearchech the deep, ſore, 
diſtreſſing, affliction, which rends and tears the rery in 
wards, finds out both the ſeed and the chaff, purifying 
the pure gold from the droſs; and there, at length, 
the quier ſtate is witneſſed, and the quiet fruit of 
righteouſneſs brought forth by the ſearching and con- 
fuming nature and operation of the fire, O, that thy 
ſoul may be tried unto victory, over all that is not of 
the pure life in thee ; and that thou mayeſt wait to feel 
the pure ſced, or meaſurc of life, in thee, and die _ 

the 
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the ſeed, feeling death unto all that is not of the ſeed 
in thee; and that thou mayeſt feel life, healing re- 
freſliment, ſupport, and comfort from the God of thy 
life, in the ſeed ; and no where elſe, nor at any time, 


but as the Lord 1 to adminiſter it to thee there. 


O, the Lord guide thee daily, and keep thy mind to 
him; at leaſt looking towards the holy place of the 
ſpringing of his life and power in thy heart. Look 
unto him. Help, pity, ſalvation, will ariſe in his due 


time; but it will not ariſe from any thing thou canſt do 


or think; and faith will ſpring and patience be given, 


and hope in the tender Father of mercies, and a meek 


and quiet ſpirit will be witnefſed ; and the Lamb's 
nature ſpringing up and opening in thee, from his 
precious ſeed, which will excel in nature, kind, degree, 
and virtue, all the faith, patience, hope, meekneſs, &c. 
which thou or any elſe otherwiſe can attain unto. 
O, look not at thy pain or forrow, how great ſoever 
but look from them, look off them, look beyond them 
to the Deliverer ; whoſe power is over them, and whoſe 
loving, wiſe, and render, ſpirit is able to do thee good 
by them, And if the outward afflictions work out an 
exceeding weight of glory; O! what ſhall the inward 
do for thoſe who are htmbly, brokenly, and faithfully, 
exerciſed before the Lord by them. O, wait to feel 
the ſeed, and the oy of thy foul (in the breathing 
ſpringing life of the ſeed) to its Father, with its ſweet 
fabjedtion to him. And wait for the riſings of the 
power in thy heart, in the Father's ſeaſons, and faith 
in the power, that thou mayeſt feel inward healing of 
all the inward wounds which the Lord makes in thy 
fpul, through his love to thee for thy good. © 

If thou wilt receive. the kingdom that cannot be 
ſhaken, thou muſt wait to have that diſcovered in thee 
which may be ſhaken ; and the Lord ariſing terribly to 
ſhake the carth, and it removed out of its place as a 
cottage, and the heavens alſo rolled up like a ſcroll. And 


while the Lord is doing this, he will be hiding thee in 


the hollow of his hand (thy mind ſtill retiring to the 
| F 4 | ſeed), 
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| ſeed), and will, in theſe troubleſome and diſmal times, 
j inwardly. be ap the new heavens and the new 
earth, wherein (when they are brought forth and 
; eſtabliſhed) dwells righteouſneſs. And as ſure as the 
; Lord ſhakes and removes the old, fo ſurely will he 
| bring forth and eſtabhſh the new. And when the old 
j will, and the old wiſdom and underſtanding, is removed 
| (which if the Lord God were not ſtrong and wiſe, he 
could never bring forth and effect in the heart), the 
N place of the dragons, the place of the wicked inwardly, 
mall be found no more; but Zion ſhall be known and 
' witnefled inwardly, the place of God's dwelling and 
reſt, and Jeruſalem a quiet habitation for ever; and 
the precious law of life ſhall go forth out of Zion, and 
the word of the Lord from ſeruſalem; and the ſoul 
ſhall hear and live by it, with full delight and ſatiſ- 
faction, on God's holy mountain, on the top of all 
ether mountains, and nothing ſhall be able to diſturb 
or make afraid any more. The Lord lead thee, day 
by day, in the right way, towards the witneſſing and 
obtaining this; and keep thy mind ſtayed upon him, 
in whatever befalls thee, that the belief of his love 
* and hope in his mercy (when thou, art at the loweſt 
ebb) may keep up thy head above the billows, and 
thou mayeſt go on in the diſciples ſtate, learning 
"righteouſneſs and holineſs of him, who teacheth to 
deny and put off unholineſs and unrighteouſneſs, and 
4 ip, lege embrace, and put on newnefs of life, and 
the holineſs and righteouſneſs thereof. 
Ihe Lord God of my life be with thee, preferving 
and ordering thy heart for the great day of his love 
and mercy ; which will come in the appointed ſeaſon; 
when the heart is fully exerciſed and fitted by the Lord 
- for it, and will not tarry. | 
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Friend, : : 
Tur weighty ſenſe of an eternal con- 
dition after this life, hath been upon my heart from 
my childhood; and ir is often with me that I muſt give 
an account to God, when I paſs out of this tranſite 
world, of all things done in the body; and ſhall enter 
into eternal reſt and bleſſedneſs, or eternal woe and 
miſery. | g | 
This caufeth me to call upon the Lord , for 
ce and wiſdom from him; that my conſcience, being 
cleanſed through the blood of his Son, may be kept 
void of offence, both towards him and men. And 
truly (1 ſpeak not boaſtingly, but in the fear of the 
Lord, and in the ſenſe of his goodneſs and tender 
mercy to me) my heart is preſerved in love and inno- 
cency towards thoſe who moſt injuriouſly, and withour 
provocation on my part, have taken away my liberty 
(for ought I know) for my whole life time. Whar 
thou further intendeſt towards Me the Lord knows, to 
whom I have committed my cauſe : but this is on my 
heart ro expreſs to thee, becauſe when I was with thee 
thou ſpeakeſt words to this purpoſe, that e wiſhed 
thee hanged, or would be glad if thou wert hanged. 
God, Who knows my heart, is witneſs, that I wiſh thee 
no evil; neither to thee nor thy family; but wiſh thou 
mayeſt avoid all fach things as may bring his wrath 
and curſe upon thee, either in this world or the world 
to comè. d 
And, friend, do not provoke the Lord by afflicting 
thoſe that fear him; but ceaſe to do evil, learn to do 
well, and this will pleaſe the Lord, and is more accept- 
able to him than all che worſhip that can be offered up 
to him without this. I have ſent thee a little book, as a 
token of my love, deſiring thee to peruſe it ſeriouſly. O, 
do not endeavour to bring me into ſuch a condition as is 
there related. I have had greater light in the way 
into which the Lord hath led me, than this man had; 
and in that light I have ſeen that I ought not to ſwear, 
: but 
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but to give the yea and nay of truth, which comes 
from the Chriſtian nature, and is of far more certainty 
and affurance than ſwraring; for the man that ſwears 
may eaſily break his oath, but he that keeps to the 
truth cannot alter his yea and nay, but it ſtands in the 
truth; and this our Lord and Maſter hath ſet above, 
and on the top of, and inſtead of, ſwearing ; which it 
we ſhould vary from and deny, we ſhould deny him 
who hath taught us not to ſwear. Indeed, if we had 
not learnt it of the Lord, and if it was not by him re- 
quired of us, we ſhould rather ſwear than otherwiſe ; 
for we would very willingly give men ſatisfaction in 
thoſe particulars which they require us to ſwear about. 

Friend, God hath given thee an immortal foul, and 
doth require of thee righteouſneſs towards thy fellow- 
creatures, and temperance and moderation of . ſpirit, 
and ſenfibleneſs of the judgment to come after this life. 
Thou art ſtricken in years, and thou haſt but a little 
moment left remaining of thy time, and then it will be 
determined concerning thy foul, what or how it ſhall 
be for ever. Let the words of love, truth, and in- 
nocency, from me, prevail upon thee to be ſerious, and 
to let in the ſenſe and fear of God upon thy heart. 
Thou haſt ſpent much time in ſerving man, O, ſpend a 
little in ſerving and. fearing God. There is ſomewhat. 
which is pure of God, appointed by him to exerciſe. 
the conſcience towards him. Thou haſt ſuch a thing. 
near thee. O, that thou mighteſt know it, and be 
joined to it; for till then thou canſt never truly ſerve 
nor fear the Lord, but mayeſt ſpend thy time here in a 
vain ſhow, and at laſt be judged and condemned by the 
Lord, and lie down in eternal ſorrow; which it is the 
deſire of my heart may not be thy portion from the 


hand of the Lord, 


Ibis is from a ſufferer by thee, who never gave 
| thee the lealt cauſe or provocation ſo to deal 
Vith me. | „ ö 
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Friend, g 
Tuo haſt made ſome profeſſion of 
Truth, and at times come amongſt us; but whether 
thou haſt been changed thereby, and been faithful to 
the Lord in what has been made manifeſt to thee, be- 
longs unto thee diligemly to inquire. There is no 
late dallying with Truth. He that puts his hand to the 
plough, muſt not look back at any thing of this world; 
but rake up the croſs and follow Chriſt in the ſingle- 
hearted obedience, hating tather, mother, goods, lands, 


wife, yea, all for his ſake; or he is not worthy of 
him. The good hand of the Lord is with his people, 


and they that ſcek the kingdom of heaven, and the 
righteouſneſs thereof, in the firſt place, have other 
things alfo added; but they that neglect the kingdom, 
and are unfaithful tro Truth, ſeeking the world before 
it, the hand of the Lord goes forth againſt them, and 
they many times miſs of that alſo of rhe world that they 
ſeek and labour for. Truth is honourable. O, take 
heed of bringing a reproach upon it, by pretending to 
it and yet not being of it, in the pure ſenſe and obe- 
dience which it begets and brings forth in the hearts 
and lives of the faithful. But if any be careleſs and 
unfaithful to what they are convinced of, and ſo for 
the preſent bring a reproach upon God's Truth, which 
is altogether innocent thereof ; the Lord, in his due 
time, will wipe off that reproach from his Truth and 
people; but the ' forrow and burden will light upon 
themſelves, which will be very bitter and heavy to 
them in the day that the Lord ſhall viſit them with- his 
righteous judgments. 

O, conſider rightly, and truly. It had been better for 
thee thou hadſt never known Truth, nor been directed 
to the principle and path of righteouſneſs ; than after 
direction thereto to turn from the holy commandments, 
and deny obedience to the righteous One. The Lord 


give thee true ſenſe and repentance (if it be his holy 
1 A pleaſure), 
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9 
— and raiſe thee out of this world's ſpirit, to 
ive to him in his own pure ſpirit. It is eaſy to profeſs 
and make a ſhow of Truth, but hard to come into it. 
It is very hard to the earthly mind to part with that 
which muſt be parted with for it, before the ſoul can 
come to poſſeſs and enjoy it. Profeſſion of Truth, with- 
ont the life and power, is but a ſlippery place, which 
men may eaſily ſlide from; nay, indeed, if men be not 
in the life and power, they can hardly be kept from 
that which will ſtain their profeſſion. The Lord, who 
ſearcheth the heart, knows how it is with thee ; O, con- 
ſider thy ways and fear before him, and take heed of 
taking his name in vain, for he will not hold ſuch 
guiltleſs. | 


I am, in this faith, full and friendly to thy ſoul, 
deſiring its eternal welfare, and that it may not 
for ever periſh from the preſence and power of 
the Lord, | | | 
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MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS. 


From J. Whitchead, in Lincoln Caſtle. 


Endeared Friend and Brother, 


HOU art very near me in that union which we 
enjoy with God, and one with another, in the 
power of an endleſs life ; into which, by the birth-righe 


of an incorruptible ſeed, we are entered, and preſerved. 
by the everlaſting power of God ; of whoſe nature it 


is given us to partake ; again(t which it is to lay hold 
on the things that are ſeen, or be mindful of that 
country of which we have turned our backs. For be- 
caufe God hath loved us, and begotten and formed us 
for himſelf, and keeps us by his mighty power, we 
cannot depart from him though enemies beſet us on 
every fide with threats and flatteries, and all the 
deceivableneſs of unrighteouſneſs that their hearts can 
invent; through all which we preſs forwards, and over 
all obtain the victory through the faith and patience 
which God hath wrought, and will daily increaſe in 
the hearts of all his tender lambs. And we ſhall lie 
down ſafely in the virtue of endleſs love; whilſt they that 
have been, and they that now are, our cnemics do — 
an 
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and hate and grind one- another ; which, with our 
yearning bowels of pity to them, and praiſes to the 
name of the Lord, who hath ever been our help and 
hiding-place, I cannot but mention. Surely the time is 
at hand, in which God will clear our innocency, and 
make Jeruſalem a praiſe through the whole earth ; 
therefore let our hearts be ſtaid upon him, and truſt 
perfectly in him; and in the freſh hreathings of life 
not ceaſe to cry unto him, till he has accompliſhed 
that which is in his heart, and glorified his name over 
all his enemies, which blaſpheme it every day. 

Dear brother, touching friends in theſe parts, and 
in the county of York, I have not much to communi. 
cate ; fave that I was releaſed out of this priſon by 
Judge Twiſden, and had my liberty for about fifteen 
weeks, in, all which time I had a very good ſervice for 
the Lord, moſtly in the county of York, and this 
county of Lincoln, only I touched upon the county of 
Durham. Friends, generally, I left more clean, freſh, 
lively, and virtuous, than ever I knew them, ſince the 
day of their firſt gathering. And, to my great comfort, 
I daily hear that they ſo continue, and are in faith and 
patience ſtrengthened to ſuffer what man can do unto 
them. The Lord's care is over them, and doth much 
reſtrain man's wrath. We are but eight priſoners 
here; four for tythes, and myſelf and other three 
becauſe we cannot ſwear at all. The judge having 
ſome taſte of my ſpirit in a letter that I wrote to him, 
refuſed to hear our caſe, though we were committed to 
the aſſizes: I ſuppoſe, leſt we ſhould have cleared ours. 
ſelves and the Truth, from the many foul falſe aſperſions 
that he caſt upon us in his charge, yet did he commit 
us till the next ſeſſions, 

Ar Durham, I hear, the moſt of Friends was re- 
leafed, and moderately fined upon the new at, Ar 
York near eighty were releaſed, and about fifty-five 
left in priſon for tythes, and ſome indicted upon the 
new act, but not tried; and thrce, to wit, John Levens, 
Samuel Poole, and Chriſtopher Hutton, the judge 

(though 
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(chough in all the reſt of his proceedings he was mo- | 


derate) did haſtily run. them into a premunire, and 
ave ſentence of impriſonment during life, and loſs of 
all their lands and goods, againſt them. 

Many meetings in Yorkſhire have, ſince the general 
impriſonment, remained undiſturbed, and are ſtill quiet; 
amongſt which, ours in Holderneſs is one, to which there 
are many added. Friends in Hull are deep ſufferers, 
but the Lord doth preciouſly uphold them. Marmaduke 
Storr, and his wife, and divers other Holderneſs friends, 
have been lately here to viſit me, and defired their dear 
love might be remembered to thee, My dear wife 
being very ſick at preſent, deſires her dear love to thee 
may be mentioned. My heart is much enlarged to all 
friends that way, and at Colcheſter and Coggeſhall, as 
thou haſt opportunity, dearly remember me to them, 
to whom I am known in that ſpirit which begets unto 
God. I received a letter from thee when I was laſt in 

riſon here, which I forbore to anſwer, not knowing 
Gow to ſend. If this comes to thy hand let me know 
(thou may ſend to dear Richard Davies, in London, 
for me, and he can ſend hither every week), fo ſhall I 
be the more encouraged to write to thee again as I 
have drawings or occaſions, — 


So, in the name of the Lord, I reſt thy loving 
friend and brother, | | 


| JOHN WHITEHEAD. 
| Lincoln Caftle, | ines +if 
the 13th of the 6th- Month, 1662. 
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From Edward Burrough, in Newgate. 
Dear and beloved Friends, 


Tux lively remembrance of you dwells 
always with me, praying for the increaſe of peace and 
bleſſings to you from the Father. I know you have 
learned Chriſt, and are acquainted with the touchings 
of his grace and ſpirit, which leads you into all Truth, 
and is a comforter unto you in all conditions, which is 
preſent in you, and with you in all times and places: 
even the Spirit of the holy God, which is given you 
becauſe you are children of him, who is God bleſſed 
over all. f 

Dearly beloved, my heart is filled with fervent love 
towards you at this time; and the living ſenſe of the 
Lord's ſuffering people reſts upon my ſpirit, with the 
dear embraces and ſalutations in the 95 love with 
which I am loved of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord, whom I 
hope ye have ſo learned as never to deny his name and 
Truth. I am perfuaded, concerning you, that the 
greateſt of tribulations, afflictions, and ſufferings, or 
perſecutions, can never move or ſhake your hope and 
confidence in God; nor ſeparate you from the love, 
life, and peace, which many of you have had Jarge 
manifeſtations of, and ſome the aflured poſſeſſion of 
for evermore. And I hope nothing can ſeparate you 
from that love which is of God, nor divide you from 
it, into the abſence of the Father's preſence, which is 
full of joy and peace. Nothing, I ſay, can he able to 
break our fellowſhip with the Lord; but. that he is 
ours and we are his, whatſoever tranſactions of tribu- 
lations may paſs upon our outward man. I write unto 
the faithful, and I need not ſay to you Know the Lord; 
but I may ſay, Stand faſt, and give yourſelves to be de- 
ſtroyed, rather than to renounce or deny Chriſt before 
men, or to ceaſe from the exerciſe of your pure con- 
ſciences, in what his holy Spirit perſuades your hearts 
of the verity of. 


Friends 
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Friends here are generally well in the inward and 
butward man, and the preſence of the Lord is manifeſt 
with us, through great trials and fore afflictions, and 


ls rievous perſecutions which we have met withal this 
d Ja half year ; it would be large to relate, and piercin 

* of your hearts to hear, the violence and cruelty which 
P Friends have ſuffered in this city in their meetings and 
ly in priſons; it hath been very hard to bear the per- 
* ſecutions inflited every way, though the Lord hath 
C given ſtrength and boldneſs, and his power alone hath 
carried through, elſe many would have fainted and not 


d been able to ſtand, Many have given up their lives in 
faithfulneſs in this place ; and their faithfulnef in keep- 
ing meetings, ind in patiently enduring many cruel 
exerciſes, is a crown upon Friends in this city. There 
are now two hundred and fifty of us priſoners in New- 
gate, Bridewell, Southwark, and New Priſon. In 
Newgate we are extremely thronged, that if the mercy 
of the Lord had not preſerved us, we could not have 
endured. There are near one hundred in one room in 
the common ſide, amongſt felons, and their fufferings 
are great, but the Lord ſupports. For about fix weeks 
time meetings were generally quiet in the city, but 
theſe Faſt three weeks they have fallen on more vio- 
lently than ever, and imprifoned many Friends, as alfo 
many Bapriſts ; yer through all this, Truth is of a good 
report, and the nobility of it gains place in many 
hearts, which are opened in pity and compaſſion to- 
wards innocent ſufferers; and many are affected with 
our great afflictions, and truth is increaſed through all 
trials, Here hath lately been a great talk and noife 
| about a plot; what truth there is in it I know not, but 
it hath revived their violence towards Friends, though 
we are clear and innocent from all fuch things, who 
are a people that love truth and peace, and the good 
bf all men, and quietnefs with all; and the Lord will 
deliver us, in his ſeafon, from all our affliftions, though 
not in ſuch a way as by the arm of flefh, for our truſt is 
in the Lord and not in man; and we defire the ſame 
G ſpirit 
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ſpirit may dwell and abide in you alſo, that you may 
be like-minded with us, and we all of the mind of 


Chriſt, who ſeeks men's ſalvation and not their de- 
ſtruction. 
EDWARD BURROUGH, 


Newgate, gth of gth Month, 1662, 


th a. 
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From S. Criſp, at Amſterdam. 


Drall beloved friends, brethren and ſiſters 
in the. everlaſting covenant of life, which is made mani. 
feſt through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, by whom we have 
attained to the ancient fellowſhip and dominion of the 
ſaints, and holy brethren of old, in the eternal goſpel 
of peace, and in the ſenſe and feeling of an endlef lite, 
which is one in you and in me; in which fellowſhip I 
am drawn forth in the moſt dear and precious love of 
our heavenly Father, to ſalute you with this ſalutation 
of love, as a meaſure of the daily overflowings of pure 
love, which I daily feel towards you, W remem- 
brance, doubtleſs, is ſweet to me in a far remote coun- 
try; and eſpecially when I behold how the Lord hath 
bleſſed you, and hath ſaid unto his ſeed, multiply and 
proſper; and it is ſo, beyond all the countries round 
about you. Well, this is the Lord's doing, and the 
glory ſhall be his for ever. | 

And now,-my dearly beloved, ſeeing that your gather- 
ing, preſervation, and growth, is of the Lord, how ought 
every one to behave himſelf as the fervant of God, in 
faithfulneſs unto that holy gift of his grace, by which 
you are what you are, at this day; and the more eſpe- 
cially by how much you ſee the wilcs and ſubtleties of 
the enemy, who deſires to ſcatter you. Wherefore in 
the everlaſting truth, this I ſay unto you all, watch and 
wait to feel your minds ſtaid in that which is weighty : 
that is the wheat, the good ſeed, and who is in it winds 


doth 
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doth not remove them ; but the chaff will be driven 
hither and thither, with winds of doctrine of men, and 
with tradition ; and this is the mind and fpirit that hath 
not part in the ancient truth, and is not fatisfied with it 
that ſeeks out or chooſeth to itſelf new and changeable 
things; and againſt this all watch and keep the do- 
minion, in the power of God over it and all its ways. 
And foraſmuch as ye know it was the love of God by 
which ye were gathered, dwell ye -in love one with 
another, and let it abound in your hearts, that ſo you 
may bear the expreſs image of him that hath begotten 
you, and thereby many may be yet gathered unto you. 

And as concerning you, my dear brethren and ſiſters, 
who are grown up in the garden of God's delight, and 
walk as in the day-light of his preſence, and in his itrengh - 
and courage with which he hath armed you; your joy 
is full in the Lord, and ſorrow is fled from your hearts : 
yet bear me a little in this matter; O, forget not the 
travail of the night, and the footſteps of the former 
darkneſs; in which we mourned for our beloved, and 
ſought him with tears and broken hearts; that ſo in 
the remembrance of thoſe things, ye may always be 
ready to ſympathize with the poor, and with the de- 
jetted in ſpirit, whoſe day of darkneſs, gloomineſs, and 
ſorrows, is but now. O, my friends, they are exceeding 
near me, and my heart is deeply affected with their con- 
dition. O, go down with them into the houſe of mourn- 
ing, and bear with them- in their bitter lamentation ; 
help them in the day of their travail, in the fame com- 
paſſion whereby we are helped. Be ye tender to ſuch 
whom God hath made tender, fo ſhall their ſouls come 
up from the dead, and ſtand forth in the power of the 
Lord, and bleſs you. And, friends, dwell in wiſdom 
and in the diſcerning and judgment of the ſpirit of God, 
that ſo you that are ſtrong, may be always inſtructed 
how to uſe your ſtrength againſt ſuch as are ſtrong, but 
not in the Lord; for ſuch, though never ſo ſtubborn, 
ſhall be humbled, and the power is with you that ſhall 
lo it; but the ſunple and upright ſoul, though never fo. 
4 G 2 weak, 
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weak, bear up in your arms, and nouriſh with the milk 
of the word, which is your daily ſupport. | 
Finally, brethren, this is the breathing of my life 
daily on your behalf ; that in all things ye may approve 
yourſelves the ſervants of God, and one of another, in 
the free ſpirit of righteouſneſs and peace; that ſo the 
dominion which ye have obtained through faith and 
patience, ye may ſtill keep and hold in the name and 
power of the Lord God; over all powers and ſpirits 
whatſoever, that are not of this holy and heavenly fel- 
lowſhip, in the free ſpirit of peace and brotherly love, 
whether they appear as open enemies, or pretended 
friends, to the Truth; that none of you may moved 
with fear of the one, or be deceived, entangled, or 
defiled by the other; but may grow and proſper in the 
nobility of that holy royal ſeed which never bowed to 
deceit,” nor to the unrighteouſneſs that is in the world; 
but was, and is, and is to come, a judge, and condemner 
of it all. And, dear friends, be diligent in every thing 
which the light hath ſhewed you to be the work of God, 
and required. of you in this your day ; and let not luke- 
warmneſs enter upon any of you, for that is loathſome to 
the Lord; but with diligence meet together, and with dili- 
gence wait to feel the Lord God to ariſe, to ſcatter and 
expel all that which is the cauſe of leanneſs and barren- 
neſs upon any ſoul ; for it is the Lord muſt do it, and 
he will be waited upon in ſincerity and ferveney of ſpirit ; 
and ſuch feel the Lord near at hand, while unto others 
he is as one afar, of. And let charity and bowels of com- 
paſſion abound among you, as becometh the. goſpel of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and let none be haſty to utter 
words, though manifeſt in the light in which ye wait 


upon the, Lord; but ſtill wait in filence, to know the 


power working in you to bring forth the words, in the 
miniſtration of the eternal word. of life to anſwer the 
life in all; and if this be not known, retain in your 
veſſels what is manifeſt unto you, and it ſhall be as 
bread in thine own houſe. He that hath an car let him 


hear ! 
| Dearly 
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Dearly beloved, in that which is eyerlaſting dwell and 
abide ſtedfaſt; ſo ſhall ye all grow and flouriſh as the 
bleſſed plants of the Lord, and men ſhall ſee that ye 
are fruitful, and glorify your Father which is in heaven; 
who hath been, and is, the huſbandman to whom my 
ſoul freely commits you all by him to be taught and led 
to the finiſhing your courſe with joy, and to the glory 
of his great and precious name, which he hath made 
known among you. 
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God Almighty preſerve you, and keep, you faithful, 


freſh, and living, in a ſenſe of his continual waterings 
and bleſſings ; that ye may delight in him, and he may 
yet delight to do you good. 


This is'the ſupplication of me, your dear friend and 


brother, in the covenant of an everlaſting bro- 
therhood ; with all who know the generation of 
the righteous ſeed, which is but one, and hath 
one name, which none knows but he that hath 
it, | 

S, CRISP, 


Amſterdam, the 10th of the 24 Month, 1663. 
Old Stile. 


From S. Criſp, at Amſterdam, 


Dear Friend, 


In that endeared love which doth con- 
ſtantly flow forth in our hearts one towards another, 
do I dearly ſalute thee, with thine and my dear wives 
and families. Dear heart, I intend brevity in my parti- 


cular writing to thee at pfeſent, intending ſomething 
elſe in this paper; anly I thall give thee and friends ta 
underſtand, that tho cauſe of my tarrying in this city 
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ſo long, i is by reaſon of our daily expectation of William 
Caton, whom, if it may be, I would gladly ſpeak with 
here at his own houſe ; and then I, with T. H. do in- 
tend for Rotterdam, and ſo for England, by the firſt 
opportunity. But time being ſo far ſpent, I have hopes 
to ſee thee here before I go, with thy wife, of which 
thou mayeſt hint a word, per next, to W. W. Friends 
here are well; meetings quiet; and divers ſtrangers 
come to meetings. Laſt firſt-day were two Germans, 
a Lutheran prieſt, &c. The fourth-day before, was a 
nun, and another Roman Catholic, and divers miniſters. 


Tell my dear Dorothy, that I intend next poſt, to 


write to her; or by Feeham, if he come. T. H. re- 
members his love to thee, and friends. So in the love 
and fellowthip of life, which is durable and PCI. Apr 
| I reſt N thee. | 
Farewel. 
| 8. CRISP. 


Amſterdam, the 22th Day of the 2d Month, 1663. 


One thing I had forgot to acquaint thee with : two 
days ago arrived here, two or thee Friends, who ſay 
they were baniſhed from Dantzick. 


From W. Caton, in Yarmouth Common Gaol. 


My dearly beloved Friends, 


Wno are ſenſible of the breathings of 
life in yourſelves, and of the power of the .evertaſting 
goſpel. of peace; my unfeigned brotherly love flows 
forth unto you, from the immortal life, which the God 
of my life hath manifeſted in my mortal body ; and with 

| the 
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the ſalutation of this my real love, do I greet you all, 
whom God hath called and choſen in theſe perilous times, 
to be a peculiar people unto himſelf, to ſhew forth his 
praiſe, and not your own; to declare his wondrous works, 
and not your own ; to get honour and. renown unto 
him in the earth, and not unto yourſelves : for he hath 
bought you with a price, therefore are you not your 
own; and he hath redeemed you from the corrupti- 
ble, by that which is incorruptible ; and therefore 
how ſhould you continue in that which is corruptible, 
to the ſatisfying your wills, and the wills of corruptible 
men, who are in the corruptible and ungonyerted 
eſtate; fulfilling their own wills, ſhewing forth their own 
praiſe, declaring their own works, admiring and wor- 
ſhipping of them, and getting honour and renown unto 
themſelves in the earth; honouring, regarding, and 
ſerving the creature, more than the Creator ; even as 
we in the time of ignorance have done, before the re- 
demption (before mentioned) was witneſſed, or the 
election known, which now many are made witneſſes 
of ; glory be unto the Moſt High for evermore ! 
| Wherefore, friends, anſwer ye the Lord's end in 
calling of you, and his end in purchafing of you, and 
his end in redeeming of you ; which may be anſwered 
by your faithfulneſs unto the Lord, and in fo doing 
every one will have his reward with him ; for every 
one that anſwers the Lord's end for which the Lord 
called him, comes tq enjoy his preſence, comes to be 
filled with love, life, joy, and peace; and ſuch do 
really ſhew forth his praiſe, and declare his wondrous 
works, to the bringing of honour and renown unto 
him, and not unto themſelves. But they that are un- 
faithful and diſobedient (though called), they do nor 
anſwer the end for which they were called; and there- 
fore the Lord doth not ſo reward them, through his 
dwelling with them, through filling them with love, 
life, joy, and peace, as he rewards the others that are 
faithful. On the contrary, they who are called, and 
are not faithful (fo as to anſwer the end for which they 
| G 4 werg 
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were called), they, I ſay, are filled with ſorrow and 
unbelief, with trouble and anguiſh ; and condemnation 
purſues them from that which called them, which they 
being unfaithful to, it miniſters not conſolation, but 
condemnation ; it ſpeaks not peace, but want. 28. 
And this being always preſent with them, to put 
them in mind of their neglect, of their unfaithfulneſs, 
of their diſobedience, and of their unworthineſs, they 
are always diſquieted in themſelves ; and in ſuch the 
murmurer and unbeliever hath place; and ſuch are very 
unfitting to bear croſſes, trials, and ſufferings, for all 
theſe will add to the trouble which they were before 
poſſeſſed withal : ſo that very many inconveniencies do 
enſue, where the end for which God called a people 
is not anſwered by them that are called. Therefore, 
my dearly beloved friends, be mindful not only of the 
end for which you are called, but of anſwering the 
Tame, that the Lord's delight may be to do good unto 
you, who are his peculiar treaſure. And live all in 
is eternal power and ſpirit, that you may know the 


Lord, and his eternal Truth to be on your ſide, when 


furious men riſe up againſt you; then you need nat be 
afraid what they can do unto you: for hath not the 
Lord oftentimes already, ſuffered many af you to be 
tried through the fury of the wicked, which at ſundry 
times hath been high againſt you; but how hath the 
Lord turned it backward, and reſtrained it, even to 
your admiration : and hath not the Lord's end in this 
been tp engage you (through his infinite mercy) fo 
much the more unto him; who oftentimes ſuffers the 
fury of the ungodly to break forth a little, yet nat for 
the deſtroying, but for the trying of his people. And how 
near hand have we found him unto us (even as a rock 
of defence to fly unto), in our greateſt ſtraits, difficulties, 
and temptations ; and what free acceſs have we had 
unto him, through his eternal ſpirit jn ourſelves, -when 
by gaols, houſes of correction, force of arms, or the 
like, we have been hindered from having acceſs one 
unto another, or from mecting together in the outward ; 

yet 
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yet by thoſe things hefore mentioned, we could not be 
hindered from meeting together in the Lard, I mean in 
the eternal Spirit; and having the teſtimony of the 
ſpirit of the Lord in ourſelves, that we had anſwered 
his end in calling us, in that we had faithfully ſhewn 
forth his praiſe, and brought honaur and renown 
unto his name upon carth. O, what joy and peace did 
that bring into our ſouls; and how aid we rejoice in the 
Lord, when be covered our heads as in the day of 
battle, even until the fury of the wicked came to be 
abated, So often, you know, we have ſcen the emi- 
nent hand of our God {tretched out far eur deliverance, 
which hath bitherto preſerved us to our great admi- 
ration. 

And foraſmuch as that in theſe perilous times, we 
cannot well ſerve our God in that way in which he re- 
quires us to walk, without being in jeopardy of bonds 
and impriſonments, or to have other ſufterings impoſed 
upon us, by reaſon of our meeting together to wait 
upon the Lord ; it doth ſo much the more concern 
us, to feel the drawings of our God by his eternal 
Spirit, to our meetings, that when we are met, we 
may ſo much the more enjoy his preſence, to the 
refreſhment of our ſouls: and then. if we ſuffer for 
waiting upon him, he will not leave us comfortleſs in that 
ſuffering ; and this is the word of Truth unto you: 
neither will it be grievous to us, whilſt we keep in that 
through which we enjoyed him in our mectings, for in 
that may we enjoy him in our ſuffering. And chen it 
will be better to be one day in priſon with the Lord, 
than a thouſand elſcwhere without the enjoyment of 
his preſence; in which we have found (as you know) 
much joy and peace, much comfort and conſolation : 
and therefore have we cauſe to hazard our liberty 
through keeping our meetings, though we he ac- 


through the negleQing them, we ſhould become offenders 
in the fight of the Lord; through whoſe mercy we are 
come to know the benefit of them, to the end that we 

might 
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might prize and frequent them, and not ſlight nor ne- 
gle& them: for it is certain, if we negle& them, we 
ſhall not reap any benefit by them; but if we frequent 
them, according to the manner of the faithful, then 
will the Lord be with us, and among us, in them; and 
then his end in bringing us into the practice of ſuch 
meetings, will be anſwered, 'to his glory, and to our 
comfort. & 

Again, as concerning ſwearing ; what was the Lord's 
end in giving us to ſee the evil of this? Was it not 
that we ſhould keep clear of it, and bear our faithful 
teſtimony againſt it, as againſt a hurtful evil, which is 
directly contrary to the doctrine of Chriſt ? And, ſeeing 
we have known the terrors of the Lord God againſt 
this evil, and have therefore perſuaded others from it; 
how can we in any wiſe confent to do it, though we 
ſhould loſe our liberties and eſtates: for ſurely the 
Lord had an end in convincing us of it, and in ſhewing 
us the evil of it; and if we keep clear of it, and bear a 
fairhful teſtimony againſt it unto the end, then the Lord's 
end, in convincing us of the evil of it, will be anſwered, 
who knew before what would come upon us, by reaſon 
of this teſtimony, And if God. had not ſuffered this 
as a ſnare in the hand of our enemies, there would have 
been ſomething elſe ; as there are beſides many things 
which they take up as occaſions againſt us, as covers 
for their wickedneſs. And theſe things are not without 
the Lord's permiſſion, who will try his jewels as gold 
that is ſeven times purified ; and the more we keep 
our conſciences void of offence towards him and man, 
the more precious we ſhall be in his fight : bur if we 
ſhould love our liberties, our eſtates, or lives, more than 
him who hath ſaid “ Swear not at all,“ and for the 
ſaving of theſc, ſhould ſwear contrary to his command; 
we jhould not only negle& anſwering his end in forbid- 
ding of it, but incur his diſpleaſure againſt us; and 
whilſt through doing that which he forbids, we might 
think to ſave our liberties, eſtates, and lives, we 
might even in a moment loſe them all; for we know 
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they are uncertain. Therefore let us anſwer the Lord's 
end in ſhewing us the evil of this alſo; and in being 
faithful in this, and in all other things, we ſhall find life, 
riches, and liberty, which the world can neither give 
us nor take from us. | 

Again, friends, as to your returning to the ſteeple- 
houſes, unto which ſome would force you at this day, 
alas! ſhall not he that ſitteth in the heavens, laugh 
at their folly : for doth not the leaſt among you know, 
that that was not the Lord's end in bringing you out 
of them (J mean that you ſhould return to them again)? 
Neither needed you to have ſuffered upon this account, 
by that generation that continues in them, if God had 
not determined to have called you out of them, and that 
by your ſufferings, which come upon you for not re- 
pairing to them. Nevertheleſs, if you would rather 
anſwer your adverſaries wills, by returning to them 
again, than the Lord's end in calling you out of them; 
then you might ſuddenly free yourſelves from ſuffering 
upon this account. But I doubt not you are other- 
wiſe minded, yea reſolved to an{wer the Lord's end in 
his calling you out of them ; notwithſtanding your ene- 
mies preſent threatening, forcing, and compelling, which 
is not of, from, by, nor through, the ſpirit of the 
Lord God; and therefore, with patience muſt you bear 
what the Lord ſuffers to come upon you on this ac- 
count; for I teſtify to you, it is not for the deſtroying 
of any, though it may tend to the proving of many. 

Wherefore, my dear friends, let none be diſcouraged 
or terrified at what the Lord ſuffers to come upon you; 
by reaſon of your meetings, by reaſon of your not 
ſwearing, by reaſon of your not going to their publick 
worlhip, or by reaſon of any other particular thing, re- 
lating to the truth of our God: for whilſt ſufferings 
come upon you only by reaſon of the Truth, you need 
not be aſhamed of it, neither will the Lord leave you 
comfortleſs in it; for he is ready to ſuccour ſuch, as 


tor conſcience-ſake ſuſſer by reaſon of theſe things, 
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even as thouſands who have found it by experience cart 
teſtify. 

In the mean time comfort ye one another in the 
bowels of love, and be ye tender affectionated one to 
another, and regard not the preſent threatenings of men, 
nor look not at your preſent tribulations; but regard 
the truth in yourſelves, and look unto the Lord, and 
hear what he ſayeth; and if he ſpeak peace, be not ye 
troubled, though man ſpeak and prepare war againſt 
you; but hold ye always faſt the word of God's power 
and patience, which is able to preſerve and keep you 
in all your ſufferings and tribalations, even unto the 
day of ſalvation. And unto this do I commit you all, 
my dearly beloved friends, as unto that which is able 
to fave you all to the utmoſt. So the peace and bleſſing 
of the. Almighty, be with; upon, and among you all, 
for evermore | 8 

I ſuppoſe many of you have heard of my bond; how 
chat after God, of his mercy, had delivered me out of 
a mighty violent ſtorm at ſea, I was caſt in here; where 
they in authority have ſhewn themſelves to be worſe to 
me and the friends with me, than the barbarous people 
of Melita were to Pau], and them that were with him ; 
who ſhewed them- no ſmall kindneſs, for they received 
and lodged them courteouſly : but theſe that are called 
Chriſtians, ſhewed themſelves far from courteous, in 
that they broke up our meeting with many ſoldiers, 
and afterwards committed us to priſon; and inſtead of 
ſhewing us much kindneſs, they have been ſo cruel to 
us, as that ſometimes it was difficult for us to get water 
and bread. | | | 

Howbeit the Lord is with us, and their cruelty hath 
been little to us; for we know that our God will, in his 
own due time, deliver us out of their hands, when our 
teſtimony is ſufficiently borne. Of this I am very ſenſible, 
that with the baptiſm of ſufferings under this ſpirit of 
perſecution in the nation, many are to be baptized into 
the fellowſhip of the goſpel with the ſaints in light 1 
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and bleſſed and thrice happy are they, and will they be, 
that continue faithful unto the end, for they ſhall be 
layed, 


83 in the Lord, in whom I remain your dear 
friend and brother, 


WILLIAM CATON. 
My fellow priſoners ſalute you all. 
Yarmouth Common Gaol, 14th of the 8th Month, 1663, 


From Robert Barclay, to Elizabeth, Princeſs Palatine 
of the Rhine. 


Dear Friend, 


By letter I am informed of the friends 
dekig with-thee ; and was refreſhed by the account they 
gave me, of thy kind and Chriſtian entertainment of 
them (they having overtaken me in Holland). God 
will not be wanting to reward thy love, as well as to 
increaſe the fame. Finding no ready paſſage ſtraight 
to Scotland, I came over here; and albeit I had no 
great expeRation of ſucceſs, I reſolved once more to 
try thy couſin the Duke of Vork. I told him that 
I underſtood from Scotland, that notwithſtanding Lau- 
derdale was there, and had promiſed, ere he went, to 
do ſomething, yet our friends bonds were rather in- 
creaſed ; and that now-there was only one thing to be 
done, which I defired of him, and that was, to write 
effectually to the Duke of Lauderdale, in that ſtyle 
wherein Lauderdale might underſtand that he was feri- 
ous in the buſineſs, and did really intend the ching, he 
did write concerning, ſhould take effect; which I knew 

he 
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he might do, and I ſuppoſed the other might anſwer 
which if he would do, I muſt acknowledge as a great 
kindneſs ; but if he did write and not in that manner, 
ſo that the other might not ſuppoſe him to be ſerious, 
J would rather he would excuſe himſelf the trouble; 
deſiring withal to excuſe my plain manner of dealing, 
as being different from the court way of ſoliciting : all 
which he ſeemed to take in good part, and ſaid he would 
ſo write as I deſired, for my father and me, but not 
for the general. So he hath given me a letter: whether 
it may prove effectual or not, I cannot determine, but 
of this thou mayeſt hear hereafter. 

What thou writes of the counſellor of the Elector, 


and the other preachers, is very acceptable to me to 
hear; whoſe joy it is to underſtand, that the eyes of any 
are opened to ſee the Truth as it is in this day revealed; 


as it would be much more to hear, that any came into 
that univerſe] obedience which the life and power there- 
of leads to; which life and power, as it is felt in the 
inward part, is more than all the words that can be ſpo- 
ken ; of which I know thou haſt, at ſometimes, not been 
inſenſible : and therefore my ſoul's defire for thee is, that 
thou mayeſt more and more come'out of all that which 
cumbers, to feel this virtue of truth, to operate in and 
redeem thy ſoul, from all the difficulties that do or may 
attend thee; which, in the nature of it, it is powerful to 
do, albeit thy temptations were both greater and more 
numerous than they are; if received by thee in the love 
of it, and with a heart fully reſigned to obey it in all its 
requirings ; without conſulting with fleſh and blood, or 
turning by the plain and ſimple leadings thereof, by 
wiſe and fleſhly rcaſonings; which will never admit of 
the government and rule of the croſs of Chriſt, as thou 
well knows, and will not refuſe to acknowledge ; and 
therefore art the more concerned to watch againſt it in 
thy own particular, as I hope in meaſure thou dot. 
Thou may make mention of my dear and tender love 
to Anna, whoſe ſervant, as alfo the French woman, 
I forget not; to Anna I thought to have written ſepa- 


rately, 


cut ww *# — —ͤ— 


| in. a a. th r Aa namic. a @& Gs Kot © IL AX ﬀaw a _ em #*<& @- 


LETTERS. . 111 


rately, but muſt now leave it till another opportunity. 


If thou ſceſt meet to ſalute the counſellor of the Elector 
in my name, thou mayeſt do it; I ſhall add no more, 
but that I am thy real and unfeigned friend, 


ROBERT BARCLAY. 
Theobald's, near London, 12th of the 7th Month, 1677. 


— —— — ——_—— 
From John Claus, at A merdam. | 
G. D. N. E jg] 


DAL beloved friend, who I dearly eſteem, 
in a ſenſe of that honour which the Lord hath endued 
thee with, through thy faithfulneſs and ſubmiſſion to 
the heavenly gift; having become willing for the ſervice 
of the moſt, bleſſed Truth of our God, to offer up thy- 
ſelf and thine : and therein, at this preſent, is my greet- 
ing to thee, dear friend, knowing thy ſincere, hearty 
love, which thou for a long time haſt ſhewn towards 
me. My heart is therefore opened a little to cafe it- 
ſelf, as in thy boſom, of a weight that I have for ſome- 
time bore, and which is now of late not removed, but 
remarkably increaſed ; and not being free to bear it any 
longer in filence, as fearing I ſhould do amiſs, I now 
intend to open my heart before thee as a child ; and 
that the more as thou halt ſo nigh thee our dear friend 
S. C. that you may together adviſe me, according to the 
counſel of the Lord that may be in your hearts. 

Dear Gertruyd, the love of God (in conſideration 
of his work, which he has wrought in and for me) being 
ſhed abroad in my heart, I have in the ſame long ſince 
felt inward deſires, that his life and power in its do- 
minion, might break through, and ſpread on the earth, 
for that the ſame is worthy to reign over all. And a 
longing have J often felt, after the day of its further 
breaking forth ; but the way. in which it ſhould be, I 
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knew not; but a hope was in my heart, that the Lord 
by his judgments ſhould viſit the nations, and in ſach 
a manner as, through the baptiſm of Jefus Chriſt, they 
ſhould be cleanſed and ſanctified. 

Now in. this expectation I have found it to be my 
duty, to wait diligently on the Lord, that I alſo, at 
leaſt in a ſmall meature, according to the capacity that 
God hath given me, might help forward his work in 
the earth. In this watchfulneſs and diligence many 
times I have felt heavenly refreſhment ; reliſhing and 
taſting of the. fruit of Canaan's land, that makes the 
heart glad as with new wihe, eſpecially in my laſt jour- 
ney in Germany, with dear W. P. whereby' my heart 
was overcome with a love and zeal for the truth of 
God, which hath brought all temporal things which the 
Lord hath given me, as under my feet; and a watch- 
fulneſs was in my heart; that none of them might in 
the leaſt meaſure, quench the movings of God in my 
ſoul: and at thefe times J was conſtantly' as overſha- 
dowed with the heavenly life and power, whereby my 
mouth was likewiſe a little opened, in a Heavenly autho- 
rity, to teſtify of his work and truth; and I was ex- 
ceeding glad to ſee the glory of God to reſt upon the 
Friends at Amfterdam, &c. as they waited upon Him 
with diligence and faithfulnefs to tlie gift of God, in a 
crofs to their own wills. And I hoped to feel thie fame 
meaſure of life that I then felt, always, yea more and 
more, when I ſhould return home; for I then felt ] 
ſhould have ſtood in an authority to counfef others, 
that had need to be diligent, and to regard the gift of 
God; A find, not only the falvation and peace 


of God to their own ſonls, but likewife to Become fir 


Itving inſtruments in the hand of the Lord, as firſt fruits 


to him in this land, to ſpread forth his praift atrong the 


nations that feek after tim. Hut although F Have in 
tenderneſs waited, always to retain that ſenſe, yet could 
not; and not ſeeing that T have, ſince that time, defifes 
my hands with any thing, or offended the Lord, I 
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the Lord fatisfy me; and diligently waiting on the 
Lord, that I might feel his living and inſtructing pre- 
ſence; it hath happened, that as I have fat in the 
meeting, with defires after the proſperity of God's 
Truth, ſomething now and then has aroſe in my heart, 
by way of teſtimony to the meeting; which, if I had 
ſtood in the ſame meaſure of the authority of life, that 
[ had felt in my journey, I ſhould have been able to 
have ſpoken boldly : but now it was ſurrounded with 
many reaſonings and fears, which might be too tedious 
to relate ; whereby, from time to time, by how much 
more powerful the conſtraint was, for that to come 
forth, which aroſe in my heart, by ſo much the more 
powerfully was it, through fears and reaſonings, kept 
back: which is to this time remaining, and which truly 
makes my labour hard; and (I muſt ſay it) makes me 
ſometimes even wiſh the meeting was ended, or that I was 
ſomewhere in a corner, that with tears and weeping, I 
might ſomewhat eaſe myſelf : whereas before my jour- 
ney, I could fit down in the meeting, and wait upon the 
Lord, to receive the daily bread of lite, eating of the 
ſame, and being refreſhed, inſomuch, that in ſilence I 
could delight myſelf as in fatneſs, and no time of meeting 
ſeemed too long. 

I write this in the preſence of the Lord, and with 
tears; therefore, dear Kiends. the Lord give you a word 
of counſel to me, and let me fo receive it, as that I may get 
over that which is not right; whether it may be a for- 


ward part in me, or a part that is too backward, fearful, 


and looking out: that fo if it pleaſe the Lord, I may not 
go on thus long ; but that the cloud which is upon my 
mind in this matter, may quickly vaniſh, and I may fol- 
low the clear light, without any clouds in the way. 


So dear Gertruyd and dear Stephen, with defire 
to receive a letter from you, I conclude, in dear 
love to you, your ſincere friend, 


JOHN CLAUS. 


(Tranſlated from the Dutch), 
H From 
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From S. Criſp to Jo. R. 
Friend Jo. R. 


I am ſorry I have the preſent occaſion 
of writing to thee, and would have foreborn, if a neceſ- 
firy had not been upon me for the Truth's ſake, and for 
thine ; for I have a deep ſenſe of thy danger, and that 
thou art in the way to diſhonour thy teſtimony ; for I 
am informed by ſeveral who love thee well, that they 
believe thou art run into about three hundred pounds 
debt, to fer thyſelf up as a publick ſhop-keeper. Whether 
they have dealt with thee about it or no, I know not; 
but alas, John, what is the riſe and ſpring of this, and 
what will the iſſue be? Sink down into that which gives 
a diſcerning, and thou wilt find a ſecret miſtruſt, mixed 
with an earthly luſt, and a crafty carrying it on, under 
a ſnew of Truth; that thereby ſome other things pro- 


pounded, might the better proceed, or be carried on, 


to the making ſelf ſomebody ; and this ground is curſed 
for ever, and ſo will the fruit be. O, conſider, is this 
fitting thyſelf tor thy teſtimony, and the keeping thyſelf 
from entanglements in thy warfare ? Or is it not rather, 
a making uſe of the name of the Lord, and of Truth, 
to plunder others by fair means (or words), to get a 
viſible eſtate into thy hand; and then thou may be plun- 
dered of it by foul means. It is an eaſy matter to preach 
and incur fines, when thou know others' goods muſt 
bear the loſs; thou art on the ſureſt fide, and then if 
it be taken away at laſt, a whining complaint of ſuffer- 
ing for Iruth's ſake, muſt ſerve inſtead of paying thy 
debts, as it hath done too many already. 

Dear John, I with thou would yet take my counſel, 
and fend every friend their goods home, with the money 
for what thou haſt fold of theirs, and take thee to thy 
employment, where God bleſſed thee, and in which thou 
grew up; and-ſtand ready at the Lord's call, that if he 
pleaſe ro make any publick uſe of rhee in his church, 
thou may be free from worldly entanglements ; and if 
not, be content with thy daily bread, both inwardly 

and 
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and ontwardly ; and ſeek to adorn the goſpel thou haſt 
preached, by a holy, ſimple, and righteous converſation; 
without which, preaching, believing, and profeſſion, 
and all the higheſt terms men can imagine, are all in 
vain, and will end with an evil favour. 

I have writ theſe things, in love to thee and the pre- 
cious Truth in which my life ſtands, although it is often 
bowed down, to fee ſo many abuſe the profeſſion of the 
holy Truth ; ſerving themſelves thereupon, and not 
caring to keep up the reputation of it ; but venturing 
the glory of God, the reputation of his people, yea, and 
their own ſouls alſo, for the reaching after their earthly 
and corruptible ends and purpoſes, which they have 
propounded to themſelves. I might enlarge, to ſhew 
the many evil conſequences attending this practice, but 
hope by what I have written thou will conſider the reſt, 
and ſtill account me thy friend in the Truth, 


8. CRISP. 
The 28th of the gth Month, 1678. 


— ſ—— — — — 


From S. Criſp, at London. 
Dearly beloved in the Lord, 


| Mr ſoul falutes thee, in the fellowſhip 
of that life, that reigns over death and darkneſs, in 
which is the kingdom we ſeek ; and nothing enters this 
kingdom, but what is born of this life immortal ; and 
that we may be kept in it to the end of our days, is the 
humble prayer of thy true and real friend and brother, 
in this heavenly relation, in which thou may feel my 
integrity in a few words. 

Dear William, I have had a great exerciſe of ſpirit 
concerning thee, which none knows but the Lord ; for 
my ſpirit hath been much bowed into thy concern, and 
difficulty of thy preſent circumitance ; and J have had 
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a ſenſe of the various ſpirits, and. intricate cares, and 
multiplicity of affairs, and they of various kinds, which 
daily attend thee, enough to drink up thy ſpirit, and 
tire thy ſoul; and which, if it is not kept to the in- 
exhauſtible fountain, may be dried up. And this I 
muſt tell thee, which thou alſo knows, that the higheſt 
capacity of natural wit and parts, will not, and cannot, 
perform what thou haſt to do, viz. to propagate and 
advance the intereſt and profit of the government and 
plantation; and at the ſame time to give the intereſt of 
Truth, and teſtimony of the holy name of God, its due 
preference in all things; for to make the wilderneſs ſing 
forth the praiſe of God, is a ſkill beyond the wiſdom of 
this world. It is greatly in man's power to make a 
wilderneſs into fruitful fields, according to the common 
courſe of God's providence, who gives wiſdom and 


ſtrength to be induſtrious ; but then, how he who is the 


Creator, may have his due honour and ſervice thereby, 
is only taught by his Spirit, in them who ſingly wait 
upon him. 

There is a wiſdom in government that hath reſpect 
to its own preſervation, by ſetting up what is profitable 
to it, and ſuppreſſing what may be a detriment; and 
this is the image of the true wiſdom ; but the ſubſtance 
is the birth, that is heavenly, which reigns in the Father's 
kingdom till all is ſubdued, and then gives it up to him 
whoſe it is. There is a power on earth, that is of God, 
by which princes declare juſtice, this is the image ; and 
there is a power which is heavenly, in which the Prince 
of Peace, the Lord of Lords, doth reign in an ever- 
laſting kingdom, and this is the ſubſtance. By this 
power 1s the ſpiritual wickedneſs in high places brought 
down; he that is a true delegate in this power, can do 
great things for God's glory, and ſhall have his reward, 
and ſhall be a judge of the tribes; and whoſoever elſe 


pretend to judgment will ſeek themſelves ; beware of 


them ; the times are perilous. All men pretending to 
be believers, have not faith in the Lord Jeſus ; thou 
haſt a good comprehenſion of things, wait alſo to re- 


ceive a ſound judgment of men. 
I hope 
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T hope thou will bear this my ſtyle of writing to thee; 
my ſpirit is under great weight at the writing hereof, 
and much I have in my heart, becauſe I love thee much. 
I cannot write much at preſent, but to let thee know 
I very kindly received * letter, and was glad to hear 
from thec, and always ſhall; and my prayer to God 
is for thee, and you all, that you may be kept in the 
Lord's pure and holy way; and above all for thee 
dear W. P. whoſe feet are upon a mountain, by which 
the eyes of many are upon thee ; the Lord furniſh thee 
with wiſdom, courage, and a ſound judgment; prefer 
the Lord's intereſt, and he will make thy way proſperous, 

For my part, I have not been at London fince the laſt 
Yearly Meeting, till now. I was laſt year at the Yearly 
Meeting fat Amſterdam, and there taken with a fit of 
the ſtone, it laſted three weeks ; and in the winter fol- 
lowing, it pleaſed the Lord to call from me my dear 
wife. As to my body, I grow very crazy and weakly ; 
can neither ride, nor very well go on foot. A mile is a 
great journey for me ; but am in good courage and con- 
fidence concerning the main buſineſs I am continued for, 
namely, for the ſervice of my God and his dear people. 
Our country, at and about Colcheſter, is very quiet ; 
while other meetings are laid by for fear, ours is con- 
tinued by faithfulneſs, and is exceeding large, and 
pretty many lately convinced, to my great comfort. Our 
dear friend Gertruyd continues at my houſe yet, and 
is a careful nurſe to me. I know her dear love is to 
thee; and many times have I heard breathing deſires 
go forth of her to the Lord on thy behalf, from a 
weighty ſenſe of the concern that is upon thee. She is 
at Colcheſter, but intends to come up to the Yearly 
Meeting. 

Well, dear William, I might write long ere all were 
written that lives in my heart towards thee; but in 
ſumma, I love thee well, and ſalute thee dearly in that 
which is unchangeable, in which 1 remain” 

Thy true friend, 
8. C. 


London, the 4th of the 3d Month, 1684. 
H 3 From 
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From William Penn, at London. 


Dear Stephen Criſp, 


Mv ancient love, as ever, ſalutes thee 
in the Lord, in whom is our precious unity and ex- 
ceeding rejoicing through and over all things that fade 
and come to an end; and in this ſweet. and precious 
fellowſhip of love and life, God Almighty keep us to 

the end! Thy brotherly letter of the 17th inſtant, 
came yeſterday to hand, with one from Gertruyd: your 
love therein I perceive, and your tenderneſs my heart 
turns not from. Thy former letter of heavenly wiſdom 
and counſel in the Lord I had, and intended to have 
anſwered, but for my coming; and ſince my arrival 
had writ, but hoped to have ſeen thee here or there. 
Now for what thou heareſt of things not being well in 
Pennſylvania, and the danger of retroſpects to the ſub- 
je, I fay, that J am not only clear; but, my enemies 
being judges, highly meritorious in what I have done. 
I have not made it a matter of gain, but hazarded my 
life, and maintained government and governor theſe four 
years paſt. I had been a gainer if I had given the 
land, tranſported free, and had had a houſe built 
for me but half ſo good as I left behind me: I ſay I had 
been a gainer; and I have had a favour in theſe parts, 
bleſſed be the Lord. Now for this late intelligence, I 
know nothing of it; nor is there any retroſpe&, but 
that our preconceſſions and meaſures, were to be ſub- 
mitted to time and place and the publick good. What 
is altered (and that js very little) was by the people's 
defire, no end of mine, I have given to them what I 
bought of old inhabitants, and might have been worth 
more to me, than the income of the whole for many 
years; and added unto the city eight hundred acres, 
and a mile on a navigable river. I cannot hope to 
leaſe all; but if my diſcretion or juſtice can be mended 
I ſhould be glad; this looks vain, but it has coſt me 
ſomething to be able to ſay ſo, and therefore excuſe 
me. Now 
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Now for dear G's letter : What is done fince my 
coming away I cannot tell; but do not believe any 
ſuch thing. There was an old timber houſe below a 
gaol, above the ſeſſions-houſe or chamber, that had 
ſeven old iron ſmall cannon upon the green about it, 
ſome on the ground, others on broken carriages ; not 
one ſoldier, or arms borne, or militia-man ſeen, ſince 
I was firſt in Pennſylvania. So that I am as innocent of 
any one a& of hoſtility as ſhe herſelf; for the guns 
lying ſo, without ſoldiers, powder, or bullet, or any 
garriſon, is no more than if ſhe bought a houſe with a 
muſket in it; and the guns are to go to New York, 
for they belong to that place: however, I take it ten- 
derly of her. Perhaps ſince Colonel Talbot's threat- 


enings, the people of Newcaſtle, where they are, might. 


draw them into ſecurity, and pale about their priſon ; 
but no man has a commiſſion of war but what is 
natural to worldly men, ſelf-defence; nor is there any 
law to that effect: ſo that I am clear. 


Thus, dear Stephen, in ancient, dear, and bro- 
therly love, I bid thee farwell, reſting thy faith- 
ful friend and brother, 


WILLIAM PENN. 


London, 28th of the 12th Month, 1684. 


An Epiſtle from Thomas Upcher to Friends at Cork. 


Dearly beloved Friends, 


In the aboundings of love in Chriſt 

Jeſus I falute you, being abſent, who were near and 
dear to my ſoul, when preſent. I cannot ſoon forget 
the many endearing ſeaſons we had together, when the 
H 4 life 


MISCELLANEOUS * 


I 20 


life and power of truth did break in upon our ſpirits ; 
by which we were baptized and united together, being 
made to drink into one ſpirit; and were made partakers 
at one table of one bread, to the comfort, joy, and 
deep ſatisfaction of our ſouls. Then, O then, it was 
that I felt the ſubſtance of this cry, that you might 
live and die in a growing nearneſs to the Lord. 

I can ſay I have often had you in good remembrance 
before the Lord, ſince I came from that city, and have 
been firmly perſuaded of your proſperity in the life of 
truth; yet cannot be clear without putting you in mind 
to be always mindful of the Lord, and to keep your 
watch, and ſee that you have your wedding garments 
on; which, as when preſent with you, ſo I alſo now 
tell you, you can never truly witneſs, until all the 
contrary be put off; for theſe garments are the pure, 
holy, and unmixed robes of light : ſo that the more we 
are clothed therewith, the more clear our fight is; 
and with ſtedfaſt aſſurance do we behold things as they 
are, in this unſpotted mirror, as in a clear glaſs. So 
that, as David ſaid to the Lord, In thy light we ſhall 
ſee [more] light.” Here we ſhall ſee not only great 
blemiſhes like beams; but we ſhall ſee little ſpots, wrin- 
kles, and ſmall ſtains ;. and we ſhall be as uneaſy, till 
they are done away, as once we were when we ſaw 
ourſelves wallowing in the filthy mire. This, dear 
friends, I know, by my own experience ; and alſo have 
no doubt of the Lord's readineſs to aſſiſt, and Truth's 
bleſſed ſufficiency to perfect us in this heavenly work, 
ſo that we may be complete and entire, wanting no- 
thing. Then whenever death comes we ſhall be ready, 
and have no cloud in our way. Truly I think I may 
ſay, my love to you is like the love of Jonathan to 
David ; he preterred him- and loved him as his own 
ſoul; ſo I am ſure I ſhould rather chooſe to die, than 
that any of you ſhould fall ſhort of an inheritance, in 
that everlaſting holy reſt which you have had a ſight 
and ſweet taſte of. In this love I am moved to tell you, 
that though the Lord has ſurely determined to bleſs 


you, 
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you, and make you as ſhining ſtars in the firmament of 
his power and kingdom; yet I would have you under- 
ſtand, that this is upon condition, that you be watchful 
and faithful in all things; as thoſe were whom John, in 
the Revelations, ſaw to follow the Lamb, when he 
went on conquering and to conquer ; they that were 
with him were © called, and choſen, and faithful.“ 

I have deeply conſidered what the Lord ſaid in the 
18th of Jeremiah: When I ſhall ſpeak concerning a 
nation or kingdom, to build or to plant ; if that nation 
or kingdom ſhall do that which is evil, I will repent of 
the good which I have ſpoken concerning them.“ * So 
here, as in many other places, the determinations and 
promiſes of the Lord are upon conditions. 

My entirely beloved friends, I write theſe things, 
not of doubt, but of tender and brotherly caution, truly 
hoping and believing better things of you, and things 
that accompany falvation. 

Thus, in a pure unmixed ſtream of life, in the ten- 
der bowels of my heavenly Father's love, my ſpirit 
embraces yours; and with a kiſs of peace in Chriſt 
Jeſus, our holy and heavenly head, 


I remain, your dear friend and brother, — 
to my meaſure in the myſtical fellowſhip an 
communion of ſaints in light, 


THOMAS UPCHER. 
Dublin, the 23d of the 3d Month, 1699. 


I being now ready to leave this nation, was opened 
and drawn forth in my ſpirit to ſend theſe lines to you, 
as a token of my dear love to you, and great concern 
for you in the love of God. 


From 


. — 
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From William Penn to S. Criſp. 


Dear S. Criſp, 


Mr dear and laſting love in the Lord's 
everlaſting truth reaches to thee; with whom is my fel- 
lowſhip in the goſpel of peace, that is more dear and 
precious to my ſoul than all the treaſures and pleaſures 
of this world. For when a few years are come, we 
ſhall all go the way whence we ſhall never return. And 
that we may unweariedly ſerve the Lord in our day 
and place, and, in the end, enjoy a portion with the 
bleſſed that are at reſt, is the breathing of my ſoul. 

Stephen, we know one another, and I need not fay 
much to thee ; but this I will ſay, thy parting dwells with 
me, or rather thy love at my parting. How innocent, 
how tender, how like the little child that has no guile ! 
The Lord will bleſs that ground. I have alſo a letter 


from thee, which comforted me; for many are my 


trials, yet not more than my ſupplies, from my hea- 
venly Father, whoſe glory I ſeek, and the renown of 
his bleſſed name. And truly, Stephen, there is work 
enough, and here is room to work in: ſurely God will 
come in for a ſhare in this planting work, and that 
leaven ſhall leaven the lump in time. I do not believe 
the Lord's providence had run this way towards me, 
but that he has a heavenly end and ſervice in it: fo 
with him I leave all, and myſelf, and thee, and his dear 
people, and bleſſed name in the earth. 

God Almighty, immortal and eternal, be with us; 
that in the body and our of the body, we may be his 


for ever! 
I am, in the ancient dear fellowſhip, thy faithful 


friend and brother, | 
WILLIAM PENN. 


My love dearly to Friends, eſpecially in Holland, 
Colcheſter and London. Farewel in the Lord. 


From 
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From Stephen Criſp to J. T. 
Dear Friend J. T. 


Ir hath been ſome time in my heart to 
viſit thee with a few lines, to expreſs that true love that 
I have had to thee ever ſince I knew thee ; which love 
hath been the cauſe of my dealing ſo truly and plainly 
with thee from time to time: for I have always had an 
eye and deſire to thy preſervation in that truth of which 
thou wert convinced ; and I have always taken notice, 
that thy progreſs in the Truth hath been made harder 
and more difficult ro thee than it is to many; by reaſon 
of thy natural temper, which is forward and unſtable, 
and hath been mixed with a zeal to get forward, and 
to attain to high things; whereby the enemy, ſometimes, 
hath taken his advantage upon thee to thy hurt : and 
then the tender love of God hath again viſited thee, 
and ſhewed thee thy hurt, and thou haſt been ſenſible 
that the Lord's hand hath been over thee for good; 
and this hath broken and melted for a ſeaſon : but the 
enemy, who is always upon his watch, hath ſought, 
even out of that tenderneſs, to lift up thy mind into 
the conceit of ſome great attainments again; and then 
the former tenderneſs hath been, as it were, ſhut up 
and cloſed : ſo that neither the true working of that 
power, nor the love and tender counſel of thy friends 
and brethren, could be diſcerned for a time ; which 
hath been a grief and exerciſe to us, the Lord knoweth. 
Vet, notwithſtanding, the love we have borne to thee 
hath not ceaſed ; but for my part, I can truly ſay, that 
from time to time I have had an inward travail upon 
my ſpirit how to do thee good, and I thank God my 
labour of love hath not been in vain to thee ward. 

Dear Jacob, I was exceedingly refreſhed in the 
account I received from dear G. D. that thou wert 
open hearted to Friends, and that a tender love was in 
thy heart, working thee into more unity than formerly. 
Well, dear friend, nothing faves us but loye, for God 

| is 
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is love; and nothing redeems us but righteous judg- 
ment adminiſtered in that love ; and where this love 1s 
retained in the heart, and this pure judgment dwelt 
in, ſuch muſt needs have fellowſhip oge with another; 
for there all are kept meek and humble, and they have 
nothing nor nobody to exalt, but only by the name in 
which they find the ſalvation. 

Now, dear Jacob, let me tell thee, I do not believe 
that all thy temptations are overpaſſed, or that thy 
enemy hath given over his ſeeking to winnow thee ; 


and therefore, there is a great neceſſity for thee to keep 


upon thy watch ; and when thou feels moſt of the in- 
flowings of joy, then to be moſt low, and careful to 


keep thy heart open to the Lord and to his people ; 


and fo ſhalt thou retain that which is given thee : 
whereas, if thou give way to that which leads into ex- 
altation and much talking, thou may talk it away, and 
then be dry and empty in thyſelf. The nature of the 
true ſeed is, firſt to take a deep root downward, and 
then to bring forth its fruit upward. Therefore, let 
thy ſoul affect the inward, inviſible, rooting and growth 
of truth, more than the outward appearance ; for where 
there is an inward growth to God ward, it is ſeen 
and diſcerned by the ſpiritual eye that God hath opened 
in his children; by which we do appear lovely, ami- 
able, and comfortable to each other; and in this it is 
that the laſting fellowſhip ſtands. For if I ſpeak with 
the tongue of men and angels, and want this, the life 
of the ſeed will be burthened and oppreſſed in them 
where it is riſen ; though others, whoſe life ſtands in 
the affection, may be greatly joyed and lifted up there- 
by; but this will never bring to God, nor add any to 
the body of Chriſt, nor edify his church. Therefore 
I have always found it ſafe, to keep ſomething in the 
ſtorehouſe for my own food; and to break only that 
bread to others that was given me for that purpoſe; 
and the fame that I have learned by experience declare 
I unto thee, becauſe I love thee; and I hope thou wilt 
be ſenſible of my love, and receive theſe lines as a 
token 
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token of it; and remember my very dear love to thy 
wite and daughter. Tell her, I am glad to hear good 
news of her, and, if thou writes to me, let me hear 
how it goes with her : ſhe is now come to years of un- 
derſtanding, and knows the leadings of the light in her 
own conſcience, what ſhe may do and ſpeak, and what 
not; and as ſhe is obedient thereunto, ſhe will find 
peace in her own boſom, be a comfort to you, and 
will appear lovely to all her friends. 


So no more, but my true and unfeigned love to 
you all, I reſt thy friend in truth, 


STEPHEN CRISP. 


James Parnel's Letter to Stephen Criſp, taken from the 


Original. 


Friend, 


Ix that ſtand, and unto it keep thy mind, 


which lets thee ſee tay foes to be of thy own houſe : 
thine imagination is an enemy; thy wiſdom is an ene- 
my ; that which hath been oy darling is now thy 
greateſt enemy; therefore now ſacrifice up thy darling, 
and give up unto the death, that the juſt may be raiſed 
to life, and the righteous ſeed may be brought forth 
to reign, and be thy head, and fo will the head of the 
ſerpent be bruiſed. And this, in thy meaſure, thou 
comeſt to read, as in the light thou dwelleſt low, which 
manifeſts unto thee thy condition; for whatſoever 
makes manifeſt is light; and that is the eye, which 
muſt be kept open, which, in the children of the 
world, the God of the world blinds; by this the 
children of the light, the God of the world ſee, and fo 
the tempter is known, reſiſted, and denyed. So * 

this 
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this eye ſet thy watch conſtant ; and let not the fool's 
eye wander abroad, which draws out the wandering 
mind after the viſible objects; but ſtand in the warfare, 
not giving place to the enemy, nor his deluſions ; and 
be content to become a fool, that all ſelfiſh thoughts 
may be judged; and wiſdom thou wilt receive from 
him (that giveth liberally and upbraideth not), to diſ- 
cern and know the enemies wiles : for in the croſs to 
the haſty mind, the gift of God is received ; therefore 
it is ſaid, he that believeth maketh not haſte. Be not, 
therefore, weary of the yoke; for in faith it is made 
eaſy, and the impatient nature crucified, and patience 
hath its perfect work. Therefore be ſtill in the meaſure 
of light which exerciſeth thy mind unto God, and will 
nothing ; but let thoughts be judged, and let the power 
of God work, that he may be ſeen to be all: and by 
this alone principle thou mayeſt be led and acted, in 
the croſs to the carnal, and the denial of ſelf, in par- 
ticular and in general. And weigh not what is dif- 
pleaſed when God is pleaſed, for then thou giveſt no 
quit occaſion, but the enmity is in the world; bur that 
which leads to walk towards God in faithfulneſs, that 
alſo leads thee to walk towards men, with a conſcience 
void of offence. So to that keep thy mind, and be 
not haſty to know any thing beyond thy meaſure ; for 
there Eve loſt her paradiſe ; but lie down in the will 
of God, and wait upon his teaching, that he may be 
thy head; and fo thou wilt find the way of peace, and 
dwell in unity with the faithful, though of the world 
thou be hated : for in God is peace and well-being. 


JAMES PARNEL. 


To 
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To Friends of the Monthly and Quarterly Meetings that 


may ſucceed us. 


THz glory of our day hath affected the 
ſouls of many; and the brightneſs and ſplendor of its 
breaking forth, after the night of obſcurity, hath over- 
come many, in conſideration of the unſpeakable love of 
God that reached to us, for the healing of our wound- 
ed ſouls, and returning many from a long mournful 
captivity. This hath enlarged our ſouls in love to 
him again, with a free and ready heart and mind, to 
ſerve him diligently in our day; ſo that we have found 
it verified, that in the day of God's power his people 
ſhall be a willing people. Oh, how many experience 
it, who have been made willing to ſpend, and be 
ſpent, for the ſervice of that truth which God hath 
revealed to us; both for the gathering of others that 
are yet in darkneſs, where we once were, and for the 
ſtrengthening and confirming of thoſe that are gathered; 
and watching over the weak. with a godly jealouſy ; 
that all might be preſerved in the ſweetneſs of the 
truth, and in the lowlineſs of Jacob's tent. And herein 
we have found our reward to be very great, and I can 
with many ſay, bleſſed be the holy name of the Lord! 
I have had my reward, and have not ſerved him for 
nought ; and it was never irkſome to me, to this day, 
to ſerve the truth ſince I knew it; and my ſpirit re- 
joices in the Lord, at this time, and magnifies his 
name, that he ever made me willing to ſerve his truth 
and people, both in writing for them and travelling 
with his ſervants ; as well as travailing in the love of 
God, upon account of the teſtimony and miniſtry, that I 
myſelf have received a meaſure of from him. And I 
do heartily pray God, that he may raife up others in 
our ſtead, to be as ſerviceable to his church and people 
in the ſucceeding generations, as we have been in our 
generation; and I doubt not of it, but do fee and be- 
hold it in the eye of faith, that God hath made me 


with many others partakers of; and the God of our 
life 
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life will be their reward, as he hath been ours, who 
walk worthy of that he beſtows upon them. And oh! 
if it be the will of God, that our offspring after the 
fleſh might ſucceed us, in partaking of the glory of this 
day, that hath dawned upon us; and that it may be as 
near and dear to them as it hath been to us, who 
have followed him through tribulations, inward and 
outward. But if any of the natural branches ſhould 
be cut off, as ſome already have been, God will {till 
raiſe up a people that ſhall be zealous for the honour 
of his name; and whoever they may be, that being 
viſited by his day-ſpring from on high, may find their 
hearts drawn forth to ſucceed us in the work and ſer- 
vice of truth, for them are theſe few lines left upon 
record, for their living encouragement; that they with 


us, and we with them, may rejoice and praiſe the. 


name of our God together, who is worthy of all honour 
for evermore. Amen! 


JOHN FURLY. 


From Stephen Criſp. 


Dear Friend, 


| THiNe I have received, deſiring me to 
deal faithfully with thee as to thy ſtate, which, indeed, 
I am willing to do: for the Lord gives me to diſtinguiſh 
the work of his ſpirit (which is, indeed, to convince 
of ſin, becauſe of unbelief) from the work of the 
enemy, who alſo, ſometimes, being the author of un- 
belief. yet accuſeth for the ſame; but it is not his 


voice that cries, Lord! help my unbelief. And, dear 
lamb, my ſoul is affected with thy ſtate even daily, and 
I may often fay hourly ; and a travail is in my ſpirit 


concerning thee before the Lord ; and upon my moſt 
ncar 
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near ſearch before the Lord, I have nothing but good 
to prophecy concerning thee ; for the Lord hath beheld 
the uprightneſs of thy heart, which is his own work, 
and delights therein: and as to all thoſe murmurings, 
repinings, and rebellions thou writes of, the Lord 
knows bow little conſent they have in thee ; but brings 
anguiſh upon thy poor ſoul, that thou may feel the need 
of his ſalvation: and hitherto he hath never failed 
thee, but though thou waited ſometimes long and 
ſought him, yet he anſwered at laſt: and though now 
the coming of thy ſoul's beloved, be but as the light- 
ning that ſhines from the eaſt and paſſeth into the weſt, 
and is not as the glory of a perfect day; yet, my dear 
heart, bleſs the Lord for what he doth beſtow, and 
that he hath given thee a heart to wait for more; and 
that this world cannot fatisfy thee t for ſuch will the 
Lord aſſuredly fatisfy in his own time. Dear lamb, 
truſt in the Lord, and ſo farewel. 


8. CRISP. 


From Stephen Criſp. 
Dearly beloved, 


In the Lord my ſoul falutes thee, as 
one who is brought into my remembrance, by that 
ſpirit that doth often bow me to thy burdens, which, 
I know are not a few. 

Dear heart, it is nothing but the day that expels the 
night, and the day-ſtar brings the hope thereof: there- 
fore, my dear friend, for as much as it hath pleaſed 
God to cauſe this ſtar to appear, and that thou knoweſt 
thine eye has ſeen it; be not diſcouraged becauſe of ' 
clouds, but know that the day is at hand. And as 
concerning all Satan's buffetings, know and conſider, 
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that though they are never ſo many and ſtrong; yet they 
are but like the waves of the ſea, and they are limited: 
feel thou an habitation in that which limits them, and 
reſt in patience ; and poſſeſs thy ſoul in that, and it 
will be well in the end: if there were no trials there 
would not be ſo much need of patience. Dear heart, 
feel my love, which is beyond words. 


So, with my dear love to thy huſband, M. and 
Anna, &c. I reſt thy true friend, 


S8. CRISP. 


From Fofiah Coale to M. T. 


Dear M. F. 


Mr love in the covenant of peace and 
life which is everlaſting ; in which I have ever known 
thee, and loved thee ſince I had any knowledge of 
thee ; in the ſame do I at this time reach unto thee, 
and dearly ſalute thee; alſo remembering thy dear 
children with thee, and dear G. F. with whom I _ 
poſe thou may be, before this come to thy hands. 
And, dear Margaret, thou may underſtand hereby, 
that I came well to Kingſton, on the fourth-day, and 
had a meeting on the fifth-day there; and yeſterday 
came to this city, where I have heard that things 
generally, relating to truth, are quiet; only laſt firit-day 

riends were kept out of their meeting-houſe at the 
Spital; but they have gone into the Bull theſe two 
days paſt; and there are threatenings of what will be 
done to-morrow week: but oyer all theſe things hath 
the Lord exalted his own ſeed in us, which muſt be 
king, ruler, and governor in this his day. Aur, truly 
jerein 
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herein can I rejoice, and do, whatever becomes of this 
earthen veſſel; for unto the Lord it is given up freely, 
who formed it for his own uſe and ſervice : and truly 
can I fay, that L have not counted my life dear unto 
me, for the ſake of the Lord Jefus Chriſt ; but have fol- 
lowed him faithfully through many deſolate corners of 
his earth, where his preſence was always with me, 
and the comfort of his good ſpirit did ſuſtain me; for 
-I ſought lis glory above all, and that which I expected 
to myſelf, was the poſſeſſion of his peace, which he 
hath plentifully manifeſted unto me, and ſhed abroad 
his love in my heart, which daily abounds; by which I 
am conſtrained to follow him in the ſame given-up 
ſtate, and herein I have full content. And now, dear 
heart, though I could ſpeak much of theſe things, be- 
cauſe the Spirit of the Lord teſtifies for me herein, yet 
[ ſhall not, becauſe I believe thou full well knoweſt my 
hearr's integrity; and fo I ſhall leave thee further to 
read me in thy own life, which will give thee an in- | 
fallible teſtimony concerning me. 

And as touching the new act; as I have been in- 
formed, it hath paſſed the Houſe of Commons, but not 
the Houſe of Lords; but this is the ſum of it, as I 
hear; that for the firſt meeting, five pounds is the fine ; 
the ſecond is ten pounds, and baniſhment into any of 
the king's plantations, Virginia and New England ex- 
cepted ; the ſame penalties that are for meeting are for 
non-conforming ; and if any return after baniſhment, 
then to be proſecuted as felons. Well, the Lord God 
Almighty preſerve all his people in faithfulneſs, and 
valiant, and bold, for his name and truth ; that a faith- 
ful teſtimony may be given for him by them all! And 
as for me, I do account it as great an honour to ſeal 
my teſtimony for the truth with my life, as any can be 
crowned withal ; and ſo let thy prayers be for me, that to 
the end I may be preſerved in faith and confidence, to 
the glory of God, who is over all, bleſſed for ever 

F. H. 


the 
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F. H. and G. W. are gone toward the north, as 1 
hear; only my dear brother A. P. is here in this city, 
with Morgan Watkins and John Sheld. 

My trial is not like to be till about à week hence, 

{lions being not yet begun. My love is dear to 
friends there at Briſtol ; if thou art free mention me to 
J. G. and Mary, and to Leonard Fell. 


No more at preſent, but in the ſame in which 1 
begun, I reſt thy true friend and brother, 


JOSIAH COALE. 
London; this 7th Day of the Week, 


HEN 0 


THE END. 


